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WHY EVERY FARMER SHOULD BE UTILIZING PROVEN BIOSECURITY MEASURES:

SOURCES OF DISEASE 
Source contamination: Animals, feed or water that carry a biological agent and transmit it. People, 
clothing or vehicles can harbor a biological agent that when moved around can spread the agent. 
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Vector contamination: Efforts to minimize vectors can signifi cantly reduce disease transmission. 
Rodents, wild birds, insects, fomites (such as fecal material, feathers and dust) can be wind or water 
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Facility Contamination: A major source of disease transmission is people (employees, service per-
sonnel, truck drivers, vaccination crews). Facilities may also be contaminated by new fl ocks (chicks, 
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Intentional contamination: A bioterrorist event that is intended to infl ict harm in multiple ways. Mo-
tives could include market destabilization, economic loss, disruption of trade and imposition of embar-
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FLOCK MANAGEMENT 
The most important fi rst step is to obtain chicks from a reliable source. You can get a list of National 
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Bird Selection And Maintenance: Birds should be purchased only from S. pullorum clean sources 
from National Poultry Improvement Plan (NPIP) participants. Chicks must originate from S. pullorum 
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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
Ventilation:Ventilation:V  Proper ventilation is necessary for control of various respiratory diseases.

Disinfection: Disinfecting a house is key to healthy fl ocks. After every fl ock change the house should 
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extremes thereby avoiding stressors.

Construction: Housing should be of sound quality and suitable to environmental conditions of the 
geographic area. It should, to the extent possible, be without access points for rodents or stray ani-
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Equipment: Farm equipment can be a source of disease transmission and should be cleaned and 
disinfected regularly. Dedicated equipment, for farm use only, is preferable. 
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BIOSECURITY MANAGEMENT for FOR SMALL FLOCKS (300 birds or less)
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For more information or to discuss the biosecurity situation on your farm, call the 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, Division of Animal Health: 617/626-1795.

Stress Control: Provision of suitable housing, good quality feed and adequate, clean water minimize 
stress and generally increase fl ock health.
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