Transcript
10-22-09 video on vaccine supply

Hello, I¹m John Auerbach, Commissioner of Public Health in Massachusetts.

I¹d like to take a few minutes to provide you with a status update on the

availability of the H1N1 or swine flu vaccine in the state.

  As you¹re probably aware, this is an unprecedented flu season. Here in

Massachusetts and across the country, we are dealing with two different

strains of flu during the same flu season -  the seasonal flu that we see

very year, and the brand new H1N1 flu.

  As we speak, there are five major vaccine manufacturers that are working

night and day to produce vaccines against both of these strains of flu.

  This has never been done before and as a result, there have been some

challenges in the production and distribution of the vaccines. As a result,

we have received smaller amounts of H1N1 vaccine than we were told to

expect. That¹s the situation I¹d like to update you on today.

  In recent weeks, hundreds of thousands of doses of H1N1 vaccine have begun

arriving in the state. This initial supply represents only a fraction of the

total amount of vaccine we expect to receive in Massachusetts.

These early supplies of H1N1 vaccine have been earmarked for providers who

treat people at especially high risk for H1N1 flu, including pregnant women,

children, caregivers of infants and healthcare workers with direct patient

contact. As supplies grow we'll expand to include young adults up to the age

of 24, and people between the ages of 25 and 64 with certain underlying

health problems, such as asthma and diabetes.

We expect the number of doses of H1N1 vaccine in the state to exceed 1

million by the end of November.   As it arrives, we¹ll continue to work to

ensure that the vaccine that¹s available goes to those high-priority groups

I just mentioned.

  As vaccine supplies become more widely available, you¹ll begin to see

public H1N1 vaccination clinics in your community -  most likely in

December.  However, these have yet to be scheduled because we want to wait

until we are assured that there will be enough available vaccine before

doing so. 

  While we wait for these large quantities of vaccine to arrive, we ask for

your patience. 

  We understand -- and share -- in your frustration. However, we are

confident that the federal government will continue to do everything it can

to ensure the efficient distribution of safe and effective flu vaccines as

soon as possible. We pledge to work very closely with our partners in local

public health to provide you with the most up to date information as the

situation evolves. 

In the meantime we encourage your to continue to follow the practices that

can work to reduce exposure to the flu. This includes washing your hands

regularly with soap and water, cover your mouth when coughing or sneezing

and staying home from work or school when ill.

Thank you for your patience and understanding.

