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(6) Parolee 
 

 
A noncitizen present in the U.S. as a parolee under section 212(d)(5) of the INA is an 
eligible noncitizen as specified below. 

 
(a) The parolee status was granted before 8/22/96 and the noncitizen is being paroled 

for a period of at least one year; or 
 

(b) The parolee status is granted on or after 8/22/96 , the noncitizen is eligible after five 
consecutive years have elapsed from the date the parolee status was granted; or 

 
(c) The noncitizen who entered the U.S. before 8/22/96, whose parolee status was 

granted on or after 8/22/96, and who has been continuously present in the U.S. 
from the latest date of entry prior to 8/22/96 until the parolee status was granted  is 
an eligible noncitizen.  Continuous presence is interrupted by a single absence 
from the U.S. of more than 30 days or a total of aggregated absences of more than 
90 days. 

 
(7) Conditional Entrant 

 

 
A noncitizen present in the U.S. as a conditional entrant under section 203(a)(7) of the 
INA as in effect prior to 4/1/80 is an eligible noncitizen as specified below. 

 
(a) The conditional entrant status was granted before 8/22/ 96; or 

 
(b) The conditional entrant status is granted on or after 8/22/96 , the noncitizen is 

eligible after five consecutive years have elapsed from the date the conditional 
entrant status was granted; or 

 
(c) The noncitizen who entered the U.S. before 8/22/96, whose conditional entrant 

status was granted on or after 8/22/96, and who has been continuously present in 
the U.S. from the latest date of entry prior to 8/22/96 until the conditional entrant 
status was granted.  Continuous presence is interrupted by a single absence from 
the U.S. of more than 30 days or a total of aggregated absences of more than 90 
days. 

 
(8) Battered Noncitizens 

 
A noncitizen is an eligible noncitizen if while lawfully residing in the U.S. the noncitizen 
or his or her minor child 

 
(a) has been battered or subjected to extreme cruelty in the U.S. by: 

 
1.    a spouse or a parent, or a member of the spouse’s or parent’s family residing in 

the same household as the noncitizen; and 
2.    the spouse or parent consented or did not intervene to stop such battery or 

cruelty. A noncitizen who actively participated in the battery or cruelty toward 
his or her child is ineligible; and 
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(b) the individual responsible for the battery or cruelty is no longer residing in the same 
household as the noncitizen or minor child subjected to the battery or cruelty; and 

 
(c) the noncitizen has been approved or has a pending petition for: 

 
1. status as a spouse or a child of a U.S. citizen pursuant to clause (ii), (iii), or (iv) 

of section 204(a)(1)(A) of the INA; 
 

2. classification pursuant to clause (ii) or (iii) of section 204(a)(1)(B) of the INA; 
 

3. suspension of deportation and adjustment of status pursuant to section 244(a)(3) 
of the INA; or 

 
4. status as a spouse or child of a U.S. citizen pursuant to clause i of section 

204(a)(1)(A) of the INA, or classification pursuant to clause i of section 
204(a)(1)(B) of the INA. 

 
(9) Cuban/Haitian Entrants 

 
 

A noncitizen present in the U.S. as a Cuban/Haitian entrant under section 501(e) of the 
Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980 or under section 212(d)(5) of the INA is an 
eligible noncitizen. 

 
(10)   Amerasian 

 
 

A noncitizen from Vietnam who is present in the U.S. as an Amerasian immigrant (as 
defined in section 584 of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing and Related Programs 
Appropriations Act, 1988) is an eligible noncitizen. 

 
(11)   Victims of Severe Forms of Trafficking 

 
 

A noncitizen who is present in the U.S. having been issued a letter of  certification by the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as proof of the victim of severe 
forms of trafficking status (as defined in the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000) 
is an eligible noncitizen. 
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  (B)  Verification of Noncitizen Status 
 

The noncitizen United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) status shall be 
verified in accordance with Department procedures. 

 
The applicant or recipient must submit verification of the noncitizen status and the date the 
status was granted for each member of the filing unit at application, at eligibility reviews or 
whenever the status of the noncitizen changes or is questionable. A noncitizen veteran, spouse 
or dependent child must verify military discharge, active duty, death certificate for the veteran 
and/or relationship. A battered noncitizen must verify the battery or cruelty and the applicable 
approved or pending petition status. 
 
The legal permanent resident, parolee or conditional entrant noncitizen who entered the U.S. 
before 8/22/96 must submit verification of entering the U.S. before 8/22/96 and being 
continuously present in the U.S. from the latest date of entry prior to 8/22/96 until the status was 
granted.  The continuous presence is interrupted by a single absence of more than 30 days or a 
total of aggregated absences of more than 90 days. 

 
(C) Ineligible Noncitizen Status 

 
An individual present in the United States under conditions or sections of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (INA) not in accordance with Department procedures is ineligible for TAFDC. 

 
 

203.680 Reserved 
 
 

203.681 Reserved 
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203.685:  American Indians Born in Canada 

 

 
(A) Requirements 

 

 
A person with at least 50 percent Indian blood who was born in Canada and who has maintained 
residence in the United States since his or her entry must be regarded as having been lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence. 

 
Persons with less than 50 percent Indian blood must satisfy the requirements of 106 CMR 
203.675: Noncitizen Status, and, if appropriate,106 CMR 203.680 and 203.681: Deeming of 
Income and Assets for a Noncitizen Sponsored with an Affidavit of Support: Effective Before 
December 19, 1997 and Deeming of Income and Assets for a Noncitizen Sponsored with an 
Affidavit of Support Effective On or After December 19, 1997.  

 
(B) Verifications  

 
This status must be verified.  Canada-born Indian status is verified by one of the following: 

 
(1) a "band card" issued by the band council of a Canadian Indian reserve; 

 
(2) birth or baptism records; 

 
(3) a provincial Union of Indians card (such as a Union of Nova Scotia Indians card); or 

 
(4) an affidavit from a tribal official or other person knowledgeable about the applicant's or 

recipient's family ancestry. 
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203.700:  Cooperation with Child Support Requirements 

 

 
Requirements 

 

 
(A)  A grantee, or a teen parent who is not the grantee, must meet the following requirements for a 

dependent child for whom he or she is applying or receiving assistance: 
 

(1)   assign to the Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA) any rights that he or she may 
have to child or spousal support or child support from any other person in accordance with 
106 CMR 203.710; 

 
(2)   cooperate and continue to cooperate with DTA, and the Child Support Enforcement 

Division of the Department of Revenue (DOR) to: 
 

(a)  make reasonable efforts to furnish identifying information about the noncustodial 
parent(s); 

 
(b)  establish parentage; 

 

 
(c)  establish, modify or enforce a child support order for each dependent child; and 

 
(d)  pay to DOR any child and spousal support payments received from the noncustodial 

parent(s) after an assignment has been made; and 
 

(3)  identify and provide information that would assist DTA in pursuing any third-party 
liability for medical expenses. 

 
(B)  A grantee, or a teen parent who is not the grantee, is not required to cooperate when there is 

good cause for noncooperation as specified in 106 CMR 203.745.  DTA determines if there is 
good cause for noncooperation. 

 
(C)  When a grantee refuses to assign any rights that he or she may have to child or spousal support 

from any other person in accordance with 106 CMR 203.710, the entire assistance unit is 
ineligible and assistance shall be denied or terminated until such time as the requirements of 
106 CMR 203.710 are met. 
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(D) When a teen parent who is not the grantee refuses to assign any rights that he or she has to child 
or spousal support from any other person in accordance with 106 CMR 203.710, the teen parent 
and his or her dependent child are ineligible and assistance shall be denied or terminated until 
such time as the requirements of 106 CMR 203.710 are met. 

 
(E) When a grantee (including an ineligible grantee or a teen parent who is not the grantee), fails 

without good cause to cooperate, then he or she will be sanctioned by DTA: 
 

(1) by the reduction of cash benefits by: (1) an amount equal to his or her portion of the 
assistance grant, if applicable; and (2) an additional reduction that together equal a 
reduction of not less than 25 percent of the Payment Standard for the current assistance 
unit size until such time as the requirement of 106 CMR 203.710 are met; and 

 
(2) if it is the grantee who will not cooperate, by the establishment of vendor payments to the 

extent possible for any assistance for which the remaining members of the assistance unit 
are eligible. 



 
 

Trans. by S.L.  1104 
106 CMR: Department of Transitional Assistance 

 
 
Transitional Aid to Families with Dependent Children 

Nonfinancial Eligibility Chapter 203 
  Rev. 12/96  Page  203.710     

 
203.710:  Assignment of Right to Support 

 

 
(A) Requirements 

 

 
(1) The grantee, or a teen parent who is not the grantee, must assign to DTA any rights of 

spousal and child support and medical insurance benefits that he or she may have for a 
dependent child.  The assignment of support rights applies to any rights: 

 
(a) on the grantee's own behalf unless he or she is an ineligible grantee; 

 
(b) on behalf of the teen parent who is not the grantee; or 

 
(c) on behalf of any family member for whom he or she is applying or receiving 

assistance. 
 

(2) The grantee, or a teen parent who is not the grantee, must assign to DTA any rights of 
medical insurance benefits for the child born after the Family Cap date as defined in 106 
CMR 203.300. 

 
(3) When a grantee refuses to assign any rights of spousal and child support and medical 

insurance benefits in accordance with 106 CMR 203.710(A)(1), the entire assistance unit is 
subject to the sanction stated in 106 CMR 203.700(C). 

 
(4) When a teen parent who is not the grantee refuses to assign any rights of spousal and child 

support and medical insurance benefits in accordance with 106 CMR 203.710(A)(1), the 
teen parent and his or her dependent child are subject to the sanction stated in 106 CMR 
203.700(D). 

 
(5) Refusal of the grantee, or a teen parent who is not the grantee, to assign his or her rights does 

not abrogate the right of DOR to collect support for the amount of assistance provided. 
 

(B) Verification 
 

 
The assignment of rights is made by completing a form prescribed by DTA. 
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203.720:  Reserved 

 

 
203.730:  Reserved 

 

 
203.740:  Establishment of Good Cause 

 

 
The grantee, or a teen parent who is not the grantee, may claim good cause for noncooperation with the 
Child Support Requirements at any time.   At application, the good cause claim must be investigated 
before the case is referred to the Child Support Enforcement Division of DOR. When the grantee, or a 
teen parent who is not the grantee, informs DTA or DOR of facts that may constitute good cause and 
wants to claim good cause after the case was referred to DOR, DOR will cease all child support 
enforcement efforts until DTA determines good cause. 

 
(A) It is the responsibility of the grantee, or the teen parent who is not the grantee, to: 

 
(1) specify the circumstances under which good cause is claimed; and 

 
(2) provide corroborative evidence substantiating the good cause claim. 

 
The burden of producing evidence to establish good cause is upon the grantee, or the teen parent 
who is not the grantee; however, the assistance of the worker may be requested in obtaining 
evidence. 

 
(B) It is the responsibility of the DTA worker to: 

 
(1) determine whether there is good cause for not cooperating with the child support 

requirements; 
 

(2) determine whether DOR could proceed without risk of harm to the child or the relative with 
whom the child resides if the enforcement or collection activities did not involve the 
cooperation or participation of the relative or the child; and 

 
(3) notify DOR when the recipient has claimed good cause. 
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203.745:  Grounds for Good Cause 

 

 
Good cause is present if at least one of the following circumstances exists: 

 
(A) The child was conceived as a result of incest or forcible rape; 

 
(B) Legal proceedings for the adoption of the child are pending before a court of competent 

jurisdiction; 
 

(C) The grantee, or a teen parent who is not the grantee, is currently being assisted by a public or 
licensed private social agency to resolve the issue of whether to keep the child or relinquish him or 
her for adoption, and discussions have not lasted for more than three months; or 

 
(D) Cooperation would result in serious harm or emotional impairment to the child or the relative with 

whom the child resides. 
 

(See 106 CMR 203.750 for verification(s)). 
 
203.750:  Circumstances Under Which Cooperation May Be Against the Best Interests of the Child 

 

 
(A) Requirements 

 

 
(1) Cooperation in establishing paternity and securing support is against the best interests of the 

child only if cooperation of the grantee or a teen parent who is not the grantee, is reasonably 
anticipated to result in: 

 
(a) physical harm of a serious nature to the child for whom  support is sought, or to the 

relative with whom the child is living which would reduce his or her capacity to care 
for the child adequately; or 

 
(b) an emotional impairment that substantially affects the  functioning of the child for 

whom support is sought, or of the relative with whom the child is living, and which 
would reduce his or her capacity to care for the child  adequately. 

 
(2) For every good cause determination which is based in whole or in part upon anticipation of 

emotional harm to the child or relative, the worker must consider the following: 
 

(a) the present emotional state of the individual subject to  emotional harm; 
 

(b) the emotional health history of the individual subject to emotional harm; 
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(c) the intensity and probable duration of the emotional upset; 

 
(d) the degree of cooperation to be required; and 

 
(e) the extent of involvement of the child in the paternity  establishment or support 

enforcement activity to be undertaken. 
 

(B) Verifications 
 

 
(1) A claim of good cause must be verified by one of the following: 

 
(a) birth certificate or medical or law enforcement records that indicate that a child was 

conceived as the result of incest or forcible rape.  Acceptable medical records shall 
include records reflecting the judgment of a disinterested third party including, but not 
limited to, counselors, therapists, or any other medical or psychological health 
professional that conception is the result of rape; 

 
(b) court documents or other records that indicate that legal proceedings for adoption are 

pending before a court of competent jurisdiction; 
 

(c) court, medical, criminal, child protective services, social service, psychological, or law 
enforcement records that indicate the putative or noncustodial parent might inflict 
physical or emotional harm on the child or relative; 

 
(d) medical records regarding the emotional health history and present emotional health 

status of the relative of the child or the child for whom support would be sought that 
indicate emotional harm would result from cooperation, or written statements from a 
mental health professional indicating such results; or 

 
(e) a written statement from a public or licensed private social agency that the grantee, or 

a teen parent who is not the grantee, is being assisted by the agency to resolve the issue 
of whether to keep the child or relinquish him or her for adoption. 

 
(2) When none of the items listed in 106 CMR 203.750(B)(1) above is present or conclusive, a 

sworn statement from the grantee, or a teen parent who is not the grantee, and at least one 
other individual with knowledge of the circumstances that provide the basis for the claim of 
good cause may support the claim of good cause. 
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203.755:  Reserved  

 
203.760:  Final Determination of Good Cause  

 
(A) Requirements  

 
(1) After considering the evidence provided by the grantee, or a teen parent who is not the 

grantee, the worker must make a determination of: 
 

(a) whether or not the grantee, or a teen parent who is not the grantee, has good cause 
for not cooperating with the child support requirements; and 

 
(b) whether or not DOR can proceed without risk of harm to the child or the grantee, or 

a teen parent who is not the grantee, since the DOR activities do not involve their 
participation. 

 
(2) The final determination must be made within 30 days of the good cause claim, except 

where the worker has documented that extra time is needed to secure additional evidence. 
 

(3) The determination must: 
 

(a) contain, in written form, the worker's findings and the basis for the determination; 
 

(b) be reviewed and approved by the supervisor; and 
 

(c) be made a part of the case record. 
 

(4)  If the worker finds that good cause does not exist, the grantee, or the teen parent who is 
not the grantee, must be notified in writing of the worker’s findings and basis for 
determination, and afforded an opportunity to cooperate or withdraw the request for 
assistance. 

 
If the grantee, or the teen parent who is not the grantee, does not withdraw the request for 
assistance, the worker notifies DOR to proceed with the child support enforcement 
efforts. 

 
If the grantee, or the teen parent who is not the grantee, does not cooperate with DOR, he 
or she must be removed from the assistance unit and vendor payments must be instituted, 
to the extent possible.  The grantee retains the right to appeal such action. 
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(5) If the worker finds that good cause exists, but determines that DOR may proceed to establish 

paternity or enforce support without placing the grantee, teen parent who is not the grantee, 
or the dependent child at risk of physical or emotional harm, the worker must inform the 
grantee or the grantee and the teen parent who is not the grantee of the worker's decision in 
writing.  This written notice must contain a summary of the worker's findings and basis for 
determination.  It must also inform the grantee that he or she has the right to withdraw the 
request for assistance or to have the case closed.  If the grantee does not withdraw the request 
for assistance, the worker notifies DOR to proceed with child support enforcement efforts. 

 
(B) Verification 

 

 
For those cases in which the worker finds that good cause exists, the approved written findings of 
good cause in the case record is verification that a final determination of good cause has been made. 

 
For those cases in which the worker finds that good cause does not exist or that good cause does 
exist but DOR may proceed to establish paternity or enforce support, the approved written finding 
in the case record shall be verification that a final determination has been made. 
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203.765:  Assistance Pending Determination of Good Cause 
 

Assistance will not be denied or discontinued, pending a determination of good cause, if the grantee, or 
a teen parent who is not the grantee, has provided evidence of at least one of the circumstances, listed 
in 106 CMR 203.745 or 203.750, or sufficient information to permit an investigation by the worker to 
determine the existence of any of these circumstances. 

 
203.770:  Result of Sanction for Failure to Cooperate Without Good Cause 

 
(A) When a grantee, or a teen parent who is not the grantee, is sanctioned for failure to cooperate 

with DOR without good cause, the grantee shall receive a notice informing him or her of: 
 

(1) the changes in the assistance grant amount; 
(2) the reason(s) for the decision; 
(3) the obligation to cooperate; and 
(4) the right to appeal this decision with DTA. 

 
(B) If the grantee does appeal, he or she shall have the burden to prove by a preponderance of 

evidence that he or she, or the teen parent who is not the grantee, did cooperate with DOR. 
 

(C) A sanctioned grantee or teen parent who is not the grantee continues to be subject to all 
appropriate requirements during the sanction period including, but not limited to, the Work 
Program, time-limited benefits and the family cap. 

 
(D) When a sanctioned grantee or teen parent who is not the grantee notifies DTA that he or she is 

willing to cooperate with DOR and signs a form prescribed by the Department,  DTA shall send 
a copy of the signed form to DOR within three business days of the date the grantee or teen 
parent signed the form. 

 
(E) The sanctioned grantee or teen parent who is not the grantee shall be deemed to have 

cooperated with child support enforcement requirements and the sanction will be removed if 
DOR has not informed DTA of the status of the case within 70 days from the date the form 
described in (D) above is sent to DOR. 

 
(F) Following the determination of noncooperation by DOR, if a sanctioned grantee or  teen parent 

who is not the grantee states that he or she wishes to cooperate and DOR then determines that 
he or she has cooperated, DOR shall notify DTA of the cooperation and the sanction will be 
removed. 

 
(G) Following the determination of noncooperation by DOR, if a sanctioned grantee or  teen parent 

who is not the grantee states that he or she wishes to cooperate and then fails to appear for the 
DOR-scheduled court date or appointment, DOR shall issue a determination of noncooperation 
to DTA in accordance with DOR’s regulations.  DTA shall keep the sanction in effect, or if 
necessary, reinstate the sanction. 
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203.775:  Periodic Review of Good Cause 

 
The worker must review all cases in which a finding of good cause has been made, except for those 
based on forcible rape, incest, or serious harm, at each eligibility review or whenever information is 
obtained that indicates a need to reconsider eligibility. Reverification of good cause shall not be 
required at eligibility review or at any other time, unless information is obtained that indicates a need to 
reconsider eligibility for good cause. If grounds for good cause are forcible rape, incest, or emotional 
problems, the worker may inquire whether the grantee or teen parent who is not the grantee now 
wants to cooperate. If the worker determines that circumstances have changed such that good cause 
no longer exists, or if the grantee or teen parent who is not the grantee wishes to cooperate, the 
worker must rescind the findings and proceed to enforce the requirement. 

 
203.780:  Department of Revenue (DOR) Activities 

 
It is the responsibility of the DOR to attempt to locate absent parents and obtain current support 
obligations and any arrearages from parents who are delinquent in meeting such obligations. The 
following activities may be engaged in by DOR in its attempt to collect support: 

 
(A) When there is an outstanding probate court order that is not being complied with, DOR may 

institute contempt proceedings in the probate court where the original action took place. 
 

(B) When there is an outstanding district court order, DOR may notify the appropriate probation 
department requesting enforcement thereof. 

 
(C) When there is no court order for support, DOR may try to locate the absent parent and 

negotiate a legally binding agreement. If this is not possible, DOR may establish the support 
obligation through court order by filing a complaint in the district court or, when appropriate, the 
probate court. 

 
203.785:  Cooperation in Obtaining Third-Party Liability Coverage for Medical Services 

 
 

As a condition of eligibility, each grantee or teen parent who is not a grantee must cooperate with the 
Department in identifying and providing information that would assist the Department in pursuing any 
third-party liability for medical services unless he or she has good cause for not cooperating. The 
grounds for good cause for not cooperating are the same as those for Child Support, as specified in 
106 CMR 203.745. 

 
203.790:  Family Abandonment Penalty 

 
A parent who leaves his or her family for the purpose of qualifying his or her family for assistance 
under any of the programs administered by DTA shall be punished by a fine of an amount established 
by law or imprisonment for not more than three months. 
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203.800:  Immunizations 

 

 
(A) Requirement 

 

 
The grantee must ensure that each dependent child is properly immunized.  Failure to comply with 
this requirement shall result in the ineligibility of the grantee unless there is good cause as specified 
in 106 CMR 203.800(B). 

 
The grantee must provide verification of the dependent child's immunization  at application, upon 
notification of the birth of a dependent child who will be included in the assistance unit, and when 
the dependent child turns age two. 

 
The grantee has 60 days from the date of notification of this requirement to provide verification of 
compliance with the immunization requirement, or a written statement, signed by an appropriate 
health care provider, of the date such immunizations have been scheduled. 

 
In cases where the immunization certificate states that the dependent child does not have the age- 
appropriate immunizations, the grantee is also required to submit a statement from the health care 
provider indicating that the immunizations have been completed within 30 days of the scheduled 
appointment. 

 
(B) Good Cause for Failure to Comply with Immunization Requirement 

 

 
Good cause for failure to comply with the immunization requirement is limited to the reasons listed 
below. 

 
(1) A grantee states in writing that the required immunization(s) conflicts with his or her 

religious beliefs. 
 

(2) A physician certifies in writing that the child should not be immunized due to medical 
reasons. 

 
(3) A grantee states in writing that he or she refused an immunization(s) for a dependent child 

after consultation with a physician due to his or her belief that there is a potential health risk 
from the immunization(s). 

 
(C) Sanction for Noncompliance with Immunization Requirement 

 

 
When a grantee fails to comply with these requirements without good cause, he or she will be 
sanctioned by a denial or a reduction of cash benefits in an amount equal to his or her portion of the 
assistance grant.  In two-parent households, both parents will be sanctioned for failure to comply 
with this requirement. 

 
A sanctioned grantee(s) is still subject to other TAFDC provisions, including, but not limited to, 
the Time-Limited Benefits specified in 106 CMR 203.200,  Family Cap as specified in 106 CMR 
203.300 and the Work Program requirements as specified in 106 CMR 203.400. 

 
Once a grantee is sanctioned, the sanction will be imposed until the proper documentation is 
provided. 
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(D) Verification 

 

 
(1) Since age-appropriate immunizations are required for school enrollment, verification of 

school enrollment satisfies the immunization verification requirement for a school-age child. 
 

(2) Since immunizations are required for participation in Head Start or a licensed day care 
program, the following verifications satisfy the requirement for a child participating in Head 
Start or a licensed day care program: 

 
(a) if the Department pays for the Head Start or licensed day care program, no further 

verification is required; 
 

(b) a copy of the immunization form for Head Start or licensed day care program; or 
 

(c) a written statement from the Head Start or licensed day care program that the child is 
enrolled. 

 
(3) Verification of immunization for a dependent child may be satisfied by one of the following: 

 
(a) a written statement on the health care provider’s letterhead that the child is up to date 

on his or her immunizations; 
 

(b) a copy of a MassHealth or other insurance bill for a well-child visit; or 
 

(c) completion of a form, prescribed by the Department, and signed by the health care 
provider. 
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203.900:  Learnfare 

 
(A) Requirements 

 
 

A dependent child(ren) under the age of 14 must attend school regularly. 
 

(1) Submission of Quarterly School Attendance Verification 
 
 

(a)  A grantee who is applying for or receiving TAFDC for a dependent child under 
age 14 is required to verify the dependent child’s attendance at a private school, 
public school or an approved home school program, unless a grantee is disabled in 
accordance with 106 CMR 203.100. 

 
(b)  Documentation verifying the dependent child’s attendance must be submitted 

within 14 calendar days after the end of a school quarter and include the number 
of unexcused absences the dependent child had in that quarter. 

 
(2) Probationary Status 

 
 

(a)  A grantee is placed in a probationary status when the documentation required by 
106 CMR 203.900(A)(1): 

 
1. is not submitted without good cause in accordance with 106 CMR 

203.900(A)(2)(e); or 
 

2.  shows the dependent child had more than eight unexcused absences in the 
previous school quarter. 

 
(b)  The Department will notify the school and the grantee when the grantee is 

placed in probationary status. The grantee shall have the opportunity to dispute 
the information concerning unexcused absences with the Department. For 
purposes of this provision, an absence shall be considered excused if the 
absence(s) is due to one or more of the following reasons: 

 
1.  illness as certified by a physician or a written statement from the grantee if 

the illness was less than five consecutive school days; 
 

2. hospitalization as certified by hospital records; 
 

3. a disability that would meet an exemption specified in 106 CMR 203.100; 
 

4. death of a family member as verified by a death certificate or death notice; 
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5.    religious holidays; or 
 

6.    a crisis situation approved by the director or designee. 
 

(c)  A grantee in probationary status is required to submit, by the fifteenth of each 
month, documentation for the previous month showing the number of unexcused 
absences for the dependent child in that month. 

 
(d)  A grantee shall remain in probationary status for six months, or until such time 

that the number of unexcused absences during the six preceding school months 
is 10 or less, whichever is longer. 

 
(e) Good cause is present when the grantee has taken all necessary steps on his or 

her part to obtain the documentation but the school authority has been unable to 
comply with the request. 

 
(3) Sanctions 

 
 

In an assistance unit in which the grantee is in probationary status, the dependent child 
whose unexcused absences brought about the probationary status will be sanctioned, and 
the cash benefits reduced by an amount equal to the dependent child’s portion of the 
assistance grant, when the documentation: 

 
(a) is not submitted without good cause in accordance with 106 CMR 203.900(A)(2)(e); 

or 
 

(b)  shows the dependent child had more than three unexcused absences during any 
month in the probationary period. 

 
If the only dependent child is sanctioned, the grantee may constitute an assistance unit 
of one if otherwise eligible. 

 
The Department will notify the school and the Department of Social Services when a 
dependent child has been sanctioned for three consecutive months. The purpose of 
these notifications is to obtain assistance in addressing the problems associated with 
the child’s inadequate level of school attendance. 

 
(B) Verifications 

 
 

The following verifications are mandatory. 
 

(1) Verification of school attendance shall be a method specified by the Department. 
The Department may establish procedures to obtain school verification directly 
from school institutions or school districts. 
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(2) Verification of the grantee’s disability shall be in accordance with 106 CMR 
203.100(B). 

 
(3) Verification of an approved home school program shall be a written statement 

from the local school authority attesting to the approved home school program 
arrangement and a written statement from the provider of the approved home 
school program. 
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203.920:  Ineligibility of Strikers 

 

 
An individual who is participating in a strike is not eligible for TAFDC.  If an individual is participating 
in a strike on the last day of a calendar month, he or she shall be considered to have been participating in 
a strike for the entire calendar month.  Assistance which was paid for any month in which an individual 
was considered to have been on strike must be considered an overpayment and shall be treated in 
accordance with the provisions of 106 CMR 206.200, et seq.  The amount of the overpayment shall be 
determined in accordance with 106 CMR 203.920(C) below. 

 
(A) Definition 

 

 
A strike is any concerted stoppage of work by employees, including a stoppage by reason of the 
expiration of a collective bargaining agreement, or any concerted slowdown or other concerted 
interruption of operations by employees. 

 
(B) Participation in a Strike 

 

 
An individual shall be considered to be participating in a strike if he or she is actively engaged in a 
concerted work stoppage, slow down or interruption, or if he or she is honoring such an action by 
willful absence from his or her position or refusal, in whole or in part, to perform the duties of his 
or her employment. 

 
(C) Sanctions 

 

 
If the individual who is participating in a strike is a parent, or is the only child in the assistance unit, 
the entire assistance unit is ineligible.  In all other instances, the individual participating in the 
strike is ineligible. 

 
(D) Restoration of TAFDC Benefits 

 

 
At the termination of a strike, an otherwise eligible individual whose assistance was terminated or 
denied due to participation in a strike may request restoration of TAFDC benefits or may apply for 
TAFDC benefits.  The individual must provide verification that the strike has ended.  Acceptable 
verification shall be a written statement from either the collective bargaining representative or the 
employer. 




