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(B) Restrictions 

 

 
(1) An applicant or recipient who meets the applicable provision(s) of 106 CMR 204.280(A) or 

(B) or 106 CMR 204.285(A) or (B) shall not be eligible for the dependent-care deduction. 
 

(2) An applicant or recipient who is required to be in the filing unit, but is not included in the 
assistance unit, shall not be eligible for the dependent-care deduction. 

 
(3) The dependent-care deduction is not applied to income from a renter, roomer, or boarder. 

 
(C) Verification 

 

 
The expenses for which the dependent care deduction is claimed shall be verified as follows: 

 
(1) The only acceptable verifications for dependent care expenses are: 

 
(a) a signed and dated statement from the dependent care  provider; and/or 

 
(b) a canceled check or money order payable to the dependent  care provider. 

 
If none of the above documents is available, verification of dependent care expenses shall be 
a signed and dated statement from the employed individual of the actual cost of dependent 
care. 

 
(2) The verification of the cost of transporting dependents to and from dependent care shall be a 

signed and dated statement from the employed individual of the actual cost of such 
transportation. 

 
(3) The incapacity of an individual in the assistance unit other than a dependent child for whom 

dependent care costs are being claimed must be verified.  Incapacity is verified in accordance 
with 106 CMR 203.530. 
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204.280:  Eligibility for the $30 and One-Third Disregard 

 
An exempt recipient or an exempt applicant who has received TAFDC within the last four 
calendar months is eligible to have $30 and one-third of the remaining gross earned income, 
after work-related expenses, but before dependent care deductions, disregarded, unless: 

 
(A) an applicant or recipient reduced his or her income or terminated his or her 

employment without good cause within the 30 days prior to the month for which the 
grant amount is calculated or refused a bona fide job offer without good cause in the 
same period. See 106 CMR 701.380: Good Cause Criteria. 

 
(B) an applicant or recipient failed without good cause to make a timely report of income 

received. Good cause for failure to make a timely report shall be limited to 
demonstrated serious illness on the part of the applicant or recipient, or a dependent 
child. See 106 CMR 701.420:  Responsibility for Notification of Changes for the 
definition of a timely report. 

 
(C) an applicant or recipient is employed in the Full Employment Program. 

 
If one or more of the conditions specified in 106 CMR 204.280(A), (B) or (C) exists, the 
disregard does not apply to the earned income of a member(s) of the exempt assistance unit 
for the month in which the condition exists. 
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204.285:  Eligibility for the $30 and One-Half Disregard 

 
A nonexempt recipient or a nonexempt applicant who has received TAFDC within the 
last four calendar months is eligible to have $30 and one-half of the remaining gross earned 
income, after work-related expenses, but before dependent care deductions, disregarded, 
unless: 

 
(A) an applicant or recipient reduced his or her income or terminated his or her 

employment without good cause within the 30 days prior to the month for which the 
grant amount is calculated or refused a bona fide job offer without good cause in the 
same period. See 106 CMR 701.380: Good Cause Criteria. 

 
(B) an applicant or recipient failed without good cause to make a timely report of income 

received. Good cause for failure to make a timely report shall be limited to 
demonstrated serious illness on the part of the applicant or recipient, or a dependent 
child. See 106 CMR 701.420:  Responsibility for Notification of Changes for the 
definition of a timely report. 

 
(C) an applicant or recipient is employed in the Full Employment Program. 

 
If one or more of the conditions specified in 106 CMR 204.285(A), (B) or (C) exists, the 
disregard does not apply to the earned income of a member(s) of the nonexempt assistance unit 
for the month in which the condition exists. 
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204.290:  Verification and Determination of Income 

 

 
(A) Verification and Determination of Monthly Wages 

 

 
Earned income from wages shall be verified at application, during monthly reporting (see 106 
CMR 702.900 et seq.) and at any time a member of the filing unit reports he or she has commenced 
employment.  Earned income shall be verified by pay stubs, pay envelopes, or a written statement 
signed by an employer.  The verification must show the gross wages (including tips, if applicable) 
and the number of hours worked when necessary to verify underemployment or dependent care 
expenses. 

 
(1) If the employee is paid weekly, the average of the four consecutive weeks' pay received prior 

to the application date will be multiplied by 4 1/3 or 4.333 to obtain an average monthly 
wage.  If the filing unit member has worked less than four weeks, any wage information that 
is available will be used initially, and the figure will be revised if necessary when four 
consecutive weeks of wage information is available. 

 
(2) If the employee is paid bi-weekly, an average of the last two consecutive pay periods will be 

multiplied by 2 1/6 or 2.167 to obtain a monthly figure.  If the employee is paid twice a 
month, the last two consecutive pay periods will be added to obtain a monthly figure. 

 
(3) If the employee is paid monthly, the monthly figure will be used. 

 
(4) If the employee receives a contractual annual salary, the amount to be used is the contractual 

annual salary divided by 12.  Verification of the annual salary should be obtained in the form 
of a signed copy of the contract or a signed letter stating the annual salary to be received. 

 
(5) Pay stubs, pay envelopes, or a written statement signed by an employer showing wages paid 

and the number of hours worked in the year to date may be used to determine an anticipated 
monthly wage provided the number of weeks' pay represented is shown or can be computed. 
The average weekly earnings derived are multiplied by 4 1/3 or 4.333 to obtain a monthly 
figure. 

 
(B) Verification and Determination of Self-Employment Income 

 

 
Earned income must be verified.  Self-employment income is verified by means of business records 
and tax returns that show the total amount of income and the total business expenses associated 
with the gross income earned.  The three most current months' records must be used.  Business 
expenses may be verified by records of bank deposits, records of wages paid to employees, and 
Social Security and other taxes paid on, and withheld from those wages; rent receipts, utility 
payments receipts, bills of lading, receipts for purchase of stock, and Workers' Compensation 
payment records. 



 
 

Trans. by S.L. 1143 
106 CMR: Department of Transitional Assistance 

 
 
Transitional Aid to Families with Dependent Children 

Financial Eligibility Chapter 204 
  Rev. 1/98  (2 of 2)  Page  204.290     

 

 
(C) Unearned Income 

 

 
Unearned income shall be verified at application, at eligibility review, at the time of a change in 
income, and during Monthly Reporting if the filing unit is subject to Monthly Reporting due to the 
receipt of earned income.  (See 106 CMR 702.900 et. seq.)  Income that is received on other than a 
monthly basis shall be converted to a monthly amount in accordance with 106 CMR 
204.290(A)(1-5). 

 
Unearned income shall be verified by a copy of the benefit payment check, a copy of a benefit or 
award letter, retirement fund documents, social security benefit statements, a written statement 
from the agency or person making the payment that indicates the amount and frequency of the 
payment, or information received by the Department through a computer match from agencies such 
as the Social Security Administration (SSA) or the Department of Employment and Training 
(DET) that indicates the current amount and frequency of the payment. 
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204.300:  Membership in the Assistance Unit and Filing Unit 

 

 
An assistance unit is composed of those persons whose needs are considered in determining eligibility and 
the amount of the grant, and who are eligible to receive benefits under TAFDC.  All persons in the 
assistance unit must be included in the filing unit. 

 
A filing unit is composed of those persons whose income and assets must be considered in determining 
the eligibility and amount of the grant for the assistance unit, regardless of whether they are included in 
the assistance unit. 

 
A household is the total group of persons who live together.  The household may include persons who are 
not in the filing unit.  In order for the assistance unit to be eligible for TAFDC, the filing unit may not 
have: 

 
(A) assets greater than the asset limitation (106 CMR 204.110); or 

 
(B) income, including income deemed to it, greater than the allowable limits for income (106 CMR 

204.235; 204.236; 204.260). 
 
204.305:  Composition of the Assistance Unit 

 

 
(A) Whenever an application is made on behalf of a dependent child the following persons must be 

included in the assistance unit: 
 

(1) the dependent child as defined in 106 CMR 701.600; 
 

(2) the natural and/or adoptive parent(s) of the dependent child living in the same household as 
the dependent child; and 

 
(3) all siblings of the dependent child who are related by blood or adoption and living in the 

same household as the dependent child and who are themselves dependent children (see 106 
CMR 701.600).  Stepbrothers and stepsisters are not required to be in the assistance unit. 

 
(B) Whenever an application is made on behalf of a dependent child by a grantee who is not the natural 

or adoptive parent, except for the dependent child in (C) below, this dependent child must be in the 
same assistance unit as the dependent child in 106 CMR 204.305(A) unless to do so would cause a 
particular child to become homeless or to endure undue hardship.  In this instance the Department 
may waive this provision. 

 
(C) Whenever an application is made on behalf of a dependent child living in the same household as his 

or her teen parent(s) under age 18, as defined in 106 CMR 204.236, and the parent(s) of the teen 
parent(s) under age 18, the assistance unit must be determined in accordance with 106 CMR 
204.320(B).  See 106 CMR 204.236 for the determination of financial eligibility for the teen parent 
under age 18. 
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(D) Whenever an application is made for a pregnant woman, as specified in 106 CMR 
203.565, the assistance unit must include the pregnant woman only. See 106 CMR 
204.235(C) for the determination of financial eligibility for the pregnant woman. 

 
(E) Despite the requirements of (A), (B), (C), or (D) certain persons are not to be included in 

the assistance unit because they are ineligible for TAFDC due to some other provision of 
the TAFDC regulations. Ineligible persons include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 
(1) any person who is receiving SSI. However, if the only dependent child(ren) is 

receiving SSI, the natural or adoptive parent(s) or other relative as defined in 106 
CMR 203.585 may constitute an assistance unit; 

 
(2) a child for whom state and/or federal foster-care maintenance payments are being 

provided, including the child of the foster child when the foster-care maintenance 
payment includes the child. However, if the only dependent child(ren) is receiving 
state and/or federal foster-care maintenance payments the foster parent, who 
meets the TAFDC nonfinancial and financial requirements, may constitute an 
assistance unit. The dependent child(ren) may not be included in the assistance 
unit. 

 
(3) a child for whom state and/or federal adoption assistance is being provided, 

unless the exclusion from the assistance unit would result in lower TAFDC 
benefits for the assistance unit. However, if the only dependent child(ren) is 
receiving adoption assistance, the adoptive parent(s) may constitute an assistance 
unit provided the adoptive parent(s) meets the TAFDC nonfinancial and financial 
requirements.  The dependent child(ren) may not be included in the assistance 
unit. 

 
(4) members of an ineligible assistance unit as a result of the lump sum income 

provision; 
 

(5) a noncitizen who is categorically ineligible.  However, income from an individual 
who has a legal obligation to support and who lives in the same household as the 
dependent child(ren) shall be deemed to the assistance unit in accordance with 
106 CMR 204.330(B)(1); 

 
(6) a noncitizen who appears categorically eligible but in accordance with 106 CMR 

203.675 is ineligible because the noncitizen indicated an inability or unwillingness to 
provide information about or acceptable verification of an eligible noncitizen status 
or to provide, or apply for, a Social Security Number due to immigration status. 
However, income from an individual who has a legal obligation to support and who 
lives in the same household as the dependent child(ren) shall be deemed to the 
assistance unit in accordance with 106 CMR 204.330(B)(1); and 
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(7) a child(ren) ineligible for TAFDC due to the Family Cap provisions specified in 
106 CMR 203.300.  However, if the only dependent child(ren) is ineligible for 
TAFDC due to the Family Cap provisions, the natural or adoptive parent(s) or 
other relative as defined in 106 CMR 203.585 may constitute an assistance unit. 

 
These persons listed in items (1), (2), (3), (4) (5) and (6) are also excluded from the filing 
unit. The person(s) listed in item (7) is included in the filing unit. 
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204.310:  Composition of the Filing Unit 

 
 

The following individuals  must be included in the filing unit and their income and assets must be 
included in determining the assistance unit’s eligibility and the amount of the grant. 

 
 

(A) All individuals  in the assistance unit (106 CMR 204.305: Composition of the 
Assistance Unit); and 

 
(B) Those individuals who are required to be included in the assistance unit, but have 

failed to fulfill an eligibility requirement, or have been sanctioned, or have failed to 
cooperate. This includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

 
(1) an individual sanctioned for failure to comply with CSEU requirements in 

accordance with 106 CMR 203.700; 
 

 
(2) an individual sanctioned for failure to comply with the Department’s 

employment and training program requirements in accordance with 106 CMR 
207.000 et seq.; 

 
 

(3 ) an individual sanctioned for failure to comply with the Work Program in 
accordance with 106 CMR 203.400; 

 
 

(4) an individual sanctioned for failure to comply with the immunization 
requirements as specified in 106 CMR 203.800; 

 
 

(5) an individual sanctioned for failure to comply with the Learnfare requirements 
as specified in 106 CMR 203.900; 

 
 

(6) an individual who fails to meet the requirement to provide a social security 
number; 

 
 

(7) an individual sanctioned for failure to cooperate with the Department in 
identifying and providing information that would assist the Department in 
pursuing any third-party liability for medical services, in accordance with 106 
CMR 203.785; 

 
(8) a teen parent sanctioned for the first instance of noncompliance with the school 

attendance requirements specified in 106 CMR 203.610; 
 

 
(9) an individual sanctioned for a court conviction for fraud as specified in 106 CMR 

706.305; 



 
 
Trans. by S.L. 1234 

 
 
 
Rev. 10/2002 

106 CMR: Department of Transitional Assistance  
 
Transitional Aid to Families with Dependent Children 

Financial Eligibility 
(2 of 2) 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 
Page 

 
 
 
 
204 
204.310 

 
 

(10)   an individual ineligible for TAFDC due to fleeing to avoid prosecution, custody or 
confinement after conviction, under the laws of the place from which the individual flees, 
for a crime or an attempt to commit a crime on or after 9/26/96 which is a felony under 
the laws of the place from which the individual flees, or which, in the state of New Jersey 
is a high misdemeanor as specified in 106 CMR 701.110 (B)(1); 

 
(11)   an individual ineligible for TAFDC due to violating a condition of probation or parole 

imposed on or after 9/26/96 under federal or state law as specified in 106 CMR 701.110 
(B)(2); and 

 
(12)   an individual ineligible for TAFDC  because he or she has an outstanding default or 

arrest warrant against him or her issued by any court of  the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts as specified in 106 CMR 701.110 (C); and 

 
(13)   an individual sanctioned for failure to cooperate with the direct deposit 

requirement as specified in 106 CMR 706.410. 
 

An individual specified in 106 CMR 204.310(B) who is required to be in the filing unit but not 
in the assistance unit is not entitled to the work-related expense deduction, the dependent care 
deduction and/or the $30 and one-third or $30 and one-half disregard of earned income. The 
full amount of his or her income is considered available to the assistance unit and no 
deductions are allowed for his or her needs. 

 
(C) An individual ineligible for TAFDC due to conviction under federal or state law of a felony 

which includes the possession, use or distribution of a controlled substance for conduct that 
occurred after 8/22/96 as specified in 106 CMR 701.110 (D). These individuals are entitled to 
the work-related expense deduction, the dependent care deduction and/or the $30 and one-third 
or $30 and one-half disregard of earned income. 

 
(D) A child(ren) ineligible for TAFDC due to the Family Cap provisions as specified  in 106 CMR 

203.300. 
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204.315:  Failure to Cooperate 

 
(A) If the financial eligibility of the assistance unit cannot be determined because of the failure or 

refusal of any member of the filing unit to provide information and/or verification, the entire 
assistance unit is ineligible and assistance shall be denied or terminated. 

 
(B) If any person required to be in the filing unit fails to meet a nonfinancial eligibility 

requirement but financial eligibility for the assistance unit can be determined, eligibility and 
the amount of the grant for the assistance unit shall be determined by including that person’s 
income and assets but excluding his or her needs. 

 
204.320:  Optional Membership in an Assistance Unit 

 
A person may only be an eligible member of one assistance unit. The following persons may, at 
their option, be included in an assistance unit, if otherwise eligible: 

 
(A) a grantee who is not the natural or adoptive parent of the dependent child, provided the 

grantee is related to the dependent child as provided in 106 CMR 203.585; 
 

(B) a minor parent, living with his or her dependent child and with his or her parent(s). He or she 
may either: 

 
(1) have his or her own assistance unit with his or her child; or 

 
(2) be included with his or her dependent child in the assistance unit of the parent(s) with 

whom he or she lives. 
 

However, the minor parent must be included in the assistance unit of the parent(s) with whom 
he or she lives if that parent’s assistance unit includes a dependent child who is a 
blood-related or adoptive sibling or half sibling of the minor parent. 

 
The applicant or recipient must be informed of the advantages and disadvantages of being 
included in the assistance unit, where an option exists. Although inclusion in the assistance unit 
confers automatic eligibility for MassHealth, the income and assets of any individual who chooses 
to be included in the assistance unit must be considered in determining the eligibility and the 
amount of the grant. 
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204.325:  Eligibility of the Spouse of the Grantee 

 
A spouse of the grantee may be included in the assistance unit only when he or she is the natural or 
adoptive parent of the dependent child(ren). 
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204.330  Circumstances Governed by Legal Support Obligations 

 
(A) Circumstances in which legal obligations or rights to support exist include the following: 

 
(1) Natural or Adoptive Parents 

 
(a) Natural or adoptive parents have a legal obligation to support their children. 

 
(b) If a natural or adoptive parent(s) of the child is living in the same household as the 

dependent child, his or her income and assets must be considered in determining the 
eligibility of the dependent child even if the parent is not eligible to be included in 
the assistance unit or required to be in the filing unit. 

 
(2) Spouses 

 
Spouses have a legal obligation to support their spouses and at the same time have a right 
to receive support from them. 

 
(a) If the spouse of a grantee is living in the same household, his or her income and 

assets must be considered in determining the eligibility of the grantee; or 
 

(b) If the spouse of a grantee living in the same household is a stepparent, see 106 CMR 
204.235 to determine the amount of the stepparent’s income that is deemed 
available to the assistance unit. If the spouse is a stepparent, his or her assets are not 
considered in determining the eligibility of the grantee and dependent child(ren) 
unless the assets are owned jointly in accordance with 106 CMR 204.120 and 
204.130. 

 
(B) Income, excluding the types of noncountable income listed in 106 CMR 204.250, of those 

persons who have a legal obligation to support and who live in the same household as the 
dependent child shall be treated according to the following. 

 
(1) Persons who are not required to be in the filing unit and are not applying for or receiving 

TAFDC for themselves shall have their income deemed available to the filing unit in 
accordance with 106 CMR 204.235. 

 
(2) Persons who are required to be in the filing unit but are excluded from the assistance unit 

because they failed to cooperate and/or have been sanctioned in accordance with 106 
CMR 203.400, 203.610, 203.700, 203.770, 203.800, 706.305, 706.410 or 207.200 shall 
have their income made available to the filing unit in accordance with 106 CMR 204.310. 
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204.400: Table of Eligibility Standards - Exempt Assistance Units 
 
  The figures in the Eligibility Standards columns are used in the 185% test of financial 

eligibility (see 106 CMR 204.260(A)) for exempt assistance units. If in any month the total 
gross income of the filing unit, excluding only the types of noncountable income listed in 
106 CMR 204.250, is above the appropriate Eligibility Standard for the exempt assistance 
unit, the assistance unit is ineligible. Column A is used for assistance units that are not 
eligible for the Rent Allowance, and Column B is used for assistance units that are eligible 
for the Rent Allowance (see 106 CMR 705.910). 

 
  Assistance A. Eligibility Standards B. Eligibility Standards 
  Unit Size  No Rent Allowance  With Rent Allowance 
 
   1  $717.80   $791.80 

 2    908.35     982.35 
 3 1,097.05  1,171.05 

 4 1,278.35  1,352.35 
 5 1,465.20  1,539.20 
 6 1,657.60  1,731.60 
 7 1,844.45  1,918.45 
 8 2,029.45  2,103.45 
 9 2,214.45  2,288.45 
 10 2,401.30  2,475.30 
 Incremental    194.25     194.25 

 
 
  From September 1, 2008 to September 30, 2008, inclusive, the appropriate Eligibility Standard 

shall be increased by $277.50 for each eligible applicant and recipient under age 19. 
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204.405:            Table of Eligibility Standards - Nonexempt Assistance Units 
 
  The figures in the Eligibility Standards columns are used in the 185% test of financial eligibility 

(see 106 CMR 204.260(A)) for nonexempt assistance units.  If in any month the total gross income 
of the filing unit, excluding only the types of noncountable income listed in 106 CMR 204.250, is 
above the appropriate Eligibility Standard for the nonexempt assistance unit, the assistance unit is 
ineligible.  Column A is used for assistance units that are not eligible for the Rent Allowance, and 
Column B is used for assistance units that are eligible for the Rent Allowance (see 106 CMR 
705.910). 

 
 Assistance A. Eligibility Standard B.  Eligibility Standard 
 Unit Size  No Rent Allowance   With Rent Allowance 
 
 1   $699.30   $773.30 
 2    884.30     958.30 
 3 1,069.30 1,143.30 
 4 1,245.05 1,319.05 
 5 1,428.20 1,502.20 
 6 1,613.20 1,687.20 
 7 1,796.35 1,870.35 
 8 1,973.95 2,047.95 
 9 2,155.25 2,229.25 
 10 2,336.55 2,410.55 

Incremental    190.55    190.55 
 

From September 1, 2008 to September 30, 2008, inclusive, the appropriate Eligibility 
Standard shall be increased by $277.50 for each eligible applicant and recipient under 
age 19. 
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204.410:           Table of Need Standards - Exempt Assistance Units 
 
 The figures in the Need Standards columns are used in the test of financial eligibility.  Column A 

is used for exempt assistance units that are not eligible for the Rent Allowance, and Column B is 
used for exempt assistance units that are eligible for the Rent Allowance (see 106 CMR 705.910).  
If the countable monthly income of the filing unit is at or below the appropriate Need Standard for 
the exempt assistance unit, the assistance unit is financially eligible.  The monthly grant is the 
difference between the appropriate Need Standard and countable income after appropriate 
disregards have been applied so long as the difference does not exceed the appropriate Payment 
Standard (see 106 CMR 204.420).  If the difference between the appropriate Need Standard and 
countable income exceeds the appropriate Payment Standard, the monthly grant shall equal the 
Payment Standard. 

 
 
  Assistance A. Need Standards B. Need Standards 
  Unit Size   No Rent Allowance  With Rent Allowance 
 
  1    $388.00   $428.00   
  2    491.00    531.00 
  3      593.00     633.00 
  4      691.00     731.00 
  5      792.00     832.00 
  6      896.00     936.00 
  7      997.00     1,037.00 
  8   1,097.00     1,137.00 
  9   1,197.00     1,237.00 
  10   1,298.00     1,338.00 
 Incremental     105.00     105.00 
 
 

From September 1, 2008 to September 30, 2008, inclusive, a one-time, nonrecurring clothing 
allowance shall be paid by increasing the appropriate Need Standard $150.00 for each eligible 
applicant and recipient under age 19. 
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204.415: Table of Need Standards - Nonexempt Assistance Units 
 
  The figures in the Need Standards columns are used in the test of financial eligibility.  Column A 

is used for nonexempt assistance units that are not eligible for the Rent Allowance, and Column B 
is used for nonexempt assistance units that are eligible for the Rent Allowance (see 106 CMR 
705.910).  If the countable monthly income of the filing unit is at or below the appropriate Need 
Standard for the nonexempt assistance unit, the assistance unit is financially eligible.  The monthly 
grant is the difference between the appropriate Need Standard and countable income after 
appropriate disregards have been applied so long as the difference does not exceed the appropriate 
Payment Standard (see 106 CMR 204.425).  If the difference between the appropriate Need 
Standard and countable income exceeds the appropriate Payment Standard, the monthly grant shall 
equal the Payment Standard. 

 
 Assistance A. Need Standard B.  Need Standard 
 Unit Size  No Rent Allowance   With Rent Allowance 
 
  1  $378.00   $418.00 
  2    478.00     518.00 
  3    578.00    618.00 
  4    673.00    713.00 
  5    772.00    812.00 
  6    872.00    912.00 
  7    971.00 1,011.00 
  8 1,067.00 1,107.00 
  9 1,165.00 1,205.00 
  10 1,263.00 1,303.00 

Incremental    103.00    103.00 
 

From September 1, 2008 to September 30, 2008, inclusive, the appropriate Need Standard shall 
be increased by $150.00 for each eligible applicant and recipient under age 19. 
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204.420:   Table of Payment Standards - Exempt Assistance Units 
 

  The figures in the Payment Standards columns are the maximum amounts that an exempt 
assistance unit may receive as a monthly grant.  Column A is used for exempt assistance units 
that are not eligible for the Rent Allowance, and Column B is used for exempt assistance units 
that are eligible for the Rent Allowance. (See 106 CMR 705.910.) 

 
 Assistance  A. Payment Standards: B. Payment Standards: 
 Unit Size   No Rent Allowance  With Rent Allowance  
  1     $388.00    $428.00 
  2     491.00    531.00 
  3    593.00    633.00 
  4     691.00    731.00 
  5    792.00    832.00 
  6     896.00    936.00 
  7    997.00    1,037.00 
  8    1,097.00     1,137.00 
  9    1,197.00  1,237.00 
  10    1,298.00     1,338.00 
 Incremental       105.00               105.00 
 
 From September 1, 2008 to September 30, 2008, inclusive, a one-time, nonrecurring clothing 

allowance shall be paid by increasing the appropriate Payment Standard $150.00 for each 
eligible applicant and recipient under age 19. 

 
204.425:        Table of Payment Standards - Nonexempt Assistance Units 
 
            The figures in the Payment Standards columns are the maximum amounts that a nonexempt 

assistance unit may receive as a monthly grant. Column A is used for nonexempt assistance 
units that are not eligible for the Rent Allowance, and Column B is used for nonexempt 
assistance units  that are eligible for the Rent Allowance. (See 106 CMR 705.910.) 

 
 Assistance A. Payment Standards:  B. Payment Standards: 
 Unit Size   No Rent Allowance   With Rent Allowance  
  1   $ 378.00     $418.00 
  2    478.00       518.00 
  3   578.00       618.00 
  4    673.00        713.00 
  5    772.00        812.00 
  6    872.00       912.00 
  7   971.00                1,011.00 
  8   1,067.00         1,107.00 
  9   1,165.00                1,205.00 
  10   1,263.00                1,303.00 
 Incremental   103.00                   103.00 
  
 From September 1, 2008 to September 30, 2008, inclusive, a one-time, nonrecurring clothing 

allowance shall be paid by increasing the appropriate Payment Standard $150.00 for each 
eligible applicant and recipient under age 19. 
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204.500:  Calculation of the Grant Amount 

 
The grant amount is calculated as follows: 

 
Step 1: Identify the earned income of each member of the filing unit, excluding any earned 

income specified in 106 CMR 204.250: Noncountable Income and: (1) the income from 
the Full Employment Program as specified in 106 CMR 207.180; (2) the earned income of 
a dependent child(ren) who is a full-time student or a part-time student who is a part-time 
employee or (3) the earned income of a dependent child(ren) who is not a student or is a 
part-time student and a full-time employee and is a participant in a Job Training 
Partnership Act (JTPA) program during the same six months in a calendar year used in 
the 185% Test of Financial Eligibility (see 106 CMR 204.260(A)). 

 
Step 2: Subtract sequentially from the remaining gross earnings of each member of the assistance 

unit an amount of income equal to: (a) the work-related expense deduction (see 106 CMR 
204.270: Work-Related Expense Deduction); and (b) if appropriate, from the remaining 
income of each member of the exempt assistance unit, $30 and one-third of the remainder 
(see 106 CMR 204.280: Eligibility for the $30 and One-Third Disregard) or from the 
remaining income of each member of the nonexempt assistance unit, $30 and one-half of 
the remainder (see 106 CMR 204.285: Eligibility for the $30 and One-Half Disregard) 

 
Step 3: Subtract the appropriate dependent-care deduction (see 106 CMR 204.275: Dependent 

Care Deduction). 
 

Step 4: Total the countable earned income of all members of the filing unit. 
 

Step 5: Total all unearned and other income not excluded under 106 CMR 204.250: 
Noncountable Income. This total includes deemed income in accordance with 106 CMR 
204.235 plus the gross income for those members of the filing unit that are excluded from 
the assistance unit. 

 
Step 6: Add the results of Step 4 and Step 5. 

 
Step 7: Subtract the result of Step 6 from the applicable Need Standard (see 106 CMR 204.410 

and 204.415) for the number of persons in the assistance unit. Round this amount down 
to the next lower whole dollar. The result, if $10 or greater, but less than the applicable 
Payment Standard (see 106 CMR 204.420 and 204.425), is the amount to be paid 
monthly. If the result is less than or equal to the applicable Need Standard but greater 
than the applicable Payment Standard, the amount to be paid monthly shall equal the 
applicable Payment Standard. If the result is zero or greater but less than $10, the 
assistance unit is considered to be receiving assistance but will not receive a monthly 
grant. If the result is less than zero, the assistance unit is financially ineligible. 

 

 
Step 8: Multiply the grant amount by a percentage determined by the Department. 
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204.510:  Guide for Income-in-Kind 

 

 
The following table provides the amounts for specific items in the Payment Standard.  These amounts are 
to be used to determine: 

 
(A) The amount to be authorized as vendor payments to meet the immediate needs of applicants in 

accordance with 106 CMR 702.125(F): Immediate Needs; and 
 

(B) The value of shelter (rent, mortgage, fuel, utilities) and/or food provided at no cost to an applicant 
or recipient.  This also applies to a family in a temporary emergency shelter. 

 
 

Unheated Facility 
 

$102.00 per month 
 

RENT OR 
MORTGAGE  

Heated Facility 
 

126.30 per month 
 

FUEL   
27.90 per month 

 
UTILITIES   

18.60 per month 
 

FOOD (Individual)   
41.80 per month 

 


