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About the Boston Foundation 
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Mission:  
As Greater Boston’s community foundation, the Boston Foundation devotes its 
resources to building and sustaining a vital, prosperous city and region, where 
justice and opportunity are extended to everyone.  
 
 
 
Major Grantmaker: 
 
• Support nonprofit 

organizations doing good 
work in the city and region 
 

• Provide seed capital for 
promising innovations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Civic Leader /Convener: 
 
• Conduct research and 

share information about 
the region’s biggest 
challenges 
 

• Bring people together to 
discuss and advocate for 
system-wide changes to 
address these challenges 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Partner to Donors: 
 
• Invest and grow the 

region’s pool of 
philanthropic capital 
 

• Help local philanthropists 
with their giving through 
Donor Advised Funds or 
other assistance 
 
 



Discretionary Grantmaking 

 5 Program Areas: 
 Education 
 Health & Wellness 
 Jobs 
 Arts 
 Neighborhoods 

 
 Also: Special Opportunity, Grassroots and Nonprofit 

Effectiveness 
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Nonprofit Effectiveness 
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The Boston Foundation’s Nonprofit Effectiveness Group supports 
nonprofit organizations and leaders through a range of work 
designed to enhance the long-term vitality of the Massachusetts 
nonprofit sector with a focus on: 
 

 Strengthening organizational and leadership capacity 
 Supporting collaboration and networks  
 Facilitating a deeper understanding of nonprofits and 

encouraging data-driven philanthropy 
 



The Giving Common 

 Nonprofit Organizations 
 Enjoy enhanced development and marketing capacities 
 Are strengthened through the profile completion process 
 Better able to manage online identity (update data across many platforms) 

 

 Funders 
 Conduct enhanced due diligence 
 Save time on field research and grant administration 
 Can better identify capacity building opportunities 

 

 Donors 
 Are empowered to make date driven philanthropic investments and 

discover new nonprofit organizations 
 Benefit from a resource to engage the next generation in philanthropy 
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Visiting a Profile 

 GivingCommon.org 
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http://www.givingcommon.org/
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