2012 Small Farm Planner
COURSE REGISTRATION

All classes meet Saturday mornings:  

Amherst Location – 1/28, 2/4, 2/9 (optional farmer panel), 2/25, 3/3, 3/17
Eastern Location ( Marlborough) – 2/4, 2/11, 2/18, 3/3, 3/10, 3/24 (Panel to be determined)
Cost for this course is $175 for a single enterprise (you can bring one extra person for same fee). DO NOT SEND ANY MONEY UNTIL WE CAN CONFIRM YOUR REGISTRATION. 
PARTICIPANT INFORMATION

	Name(s):

	Farm Name (if any):

	Mail Address with Zip code:



	Phone:

	Email:

	When/Where did you complete an Explorer course? _____________________  OR

When did you complete the Explorer workbook on your own?  ____________________

NOTE:  Must complete by December 16, 2011.  Workbook can be ordered from the New England Small Farm Institute Bookstore at www.smallfarm.org.



CURRENT STAGE OF YOUR FARM PLANNING
(Check the one that best describes you)
	
	I/we are actively planning to start a farm business in the next 1-2 years. 

	
	I/we have just started our business and need to confirm our plans

	
	Other: (please describe)




YOUR AGRICULTURAL EXPERIENCE                              
	What is your direct experience in agricultural production (e.g., worked on family farm, worked as farm laborer, apprenticeships, homesteading, “hobby farm”)



	What educational or work experiences (other than above) have helped to prepare you for creating a farm business?




YOUR LAND RESOURCES

	Describe the land on which you plan to farm (location, acreage and type - tillable, woods, pasture, etc..  Will you own or lease this land?




CURRENT PLANS FOR YOUR FARM BUSINESS
	Briefly describe the type of farm you plan to operate.  Include proposed enterprises and market strategies.



FINANCIAL RESOURCES/CHALLENGES FOR FARM START-UP
	Do you have financial resources to start your farm business?  If not, what are your plans for acquiring start-up funds?



YOUR PLANNER GOALS

	Please describe what you hope to gain from taking the Planner course.  



ANY QUESTIONS OR THINGS WE SHOULD KNOW?

	


Mail Form to:  Rick Chandler, MDAR, 101 University Drive, Suite C-4, Amherst, MA 01002 or email to rick.chandler@state.ma.us or fax to 413-548-1901
Please note that this course is first limited to those living and  farming/ expecting to farm in Massachusetts. Out of state participants may be admitted to fill the class as needed.






