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The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (“Agricultural Resources” or “Department”) invites Massachusetts dairy farmers to participate in a pilot program regarding the management of milkhouse wastewater (MHW) using NRCS designed Vegetated Treatment Areas.  
Currently, dairy operations are not allowed to dispose of MHW through vegetated treatment areas, without obtaining a groundwater discharge permit and meeting regulatory standards.  A memorandum of agreement (MOA) between MassDEP and the Department, which was signed in April, 2009 by the respective commissioners of both agencies, allows farmers to use NRCS engineered vegetated treatment areas as part of a three year pilot program. The pilot program will evaluate the potential for reducing the environmental impacts of MHW through the use of appropriately engineered, cost effective, and environmentally protective wastewater treatment methods, such as vegetated treatment areas. The MOA can be reviewed at the Department’s website: www.mass.gov/agr/programs/pilot/index.htm
In order to participate in the pilot program, dairy operations should have already contacted their local Natural Resource Conservation Service and assessed the suitability of a waste water treatment strip to manage milkhouse waste for their operation. Potential funding is available for implementation of wastewater treatment strips through two competitive grant programs: the state Agricultural Environmental Enhancement Program (AEEP) and the NRCS Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP). Further information about both programs is available from the following websites: 
· AEEP: http://www.mass.gov/agr/programs/aeep/index.htm or contact Laura Maul at 617-626-1739

· EQIP: http://www.ma.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/index.html 

The role of the Department is to provide technical and financial assistance to dairy operations while working in conjunction with other organizations to implement conservation practices that will both promote economic and environmental sustainability while in the same time ensure that dairy operations fully comply with MassDEP groundwater protection regulations.  
Once the Department receives the application, and approves an applicant’s participation in the program, a letter will be sent to the applicant indicating whether or not the applicant has been accepted into the program. It is important to understand that at the end of the three year agreement between MDAR and DEP (December 31, 2011) that the suitability of vegetated treatment areas for the management of MHW will be evaluated. 

	
	



	
Milkhouse Wastewater Pilot Program Grantee Farm Application Form 



All of the information on this application must be completed or identified as Not Applicable. 

	1.  Agricultural Operation Information:

	Name: 


	___________________________
	Owner: 
(if different)
	______________________________

	Operation Name: 
	___________________________
	Legal Structure (e.g. Trust, LLC)
	______________________________

	Farm Location:
	
_____________________________________________________________________________


	Municipality:


	_______________________
	Zip Code:  ___________
	County:_____________________

	Home Telephone:
	___________

	Mobile Phone:_____________
	Email: _____________________________


	2. Mailing Address for Farm (if different from above):

	Address:


	___________________________________________________________________________

	Municipality:


	________________________________
	Zip Code:
	_________________________


	3. Eligibility 

	I operate a farm which generates milkhouse wastewater. Milkhouse wastewater can include wastewater that is generated through the processing of dairy products such as milk, cheese, ice cream, and yogurt and customarily disposed of by Dairy Operations. For the purposes of the agreement between MDAR and MassDEP, it does not include wastewater generated through bottling operations.


	( 



	My operation has a written and updated natural resources conservation plan from NRCS for the land where the practice is proposed.  State the year the plan was created and your NRCS contact: 

Year:________________________________  NRCS Contact Person: _____________________

	( 


	I am currently working with NRCS, or have plans to work with NRCS, to implement a vegetated treatment area to  manage milkhouse wastewater 


NRCS Contact Person: _____________________
	( 


	

	4. Agricultural Operation Details:

	Milkhouse wastewater: includes wastewater that is generated through the processing of dairy products such as milk, cheese, ice cream, and yogurt and customarily disposed of by Dairy Operations. For the purposes of the agreement between MDAR and MassDEP, it does not include wastewater generated through bottling operations. 



	Livestock Type:
Number of Livestock:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Milkhouse waste water is generated through processing of which dairy products:

	Milk (  Cheese ( Yogurt (  Ice-cream ( Other ___________



	Volume of wastewater generated:
	
	

	Do you rent or lease the land where this project takes place? 
	______
	Do you have a lease in writing for the land where this project takes place? 
	__________
	When does the lease end? 
	_____


	5. Participation in Agricultural Resources Programs:

	a.
	My farm has an Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR). If yes, list name of farm and the year the restriction was recorded: 

Year Restriction Recorded: ________ Farm Name (on the restriction:)___________________________
Does your response require a Certificate of Approval from the APR program? ( Yes ( No


	( Yes

( No



	b. 
	My farm has been accepted into or completed the Farm Viability Enhancement Program.  If yes, list year accepted:  

                                                                   Year accepted: _______  


	( Yes

( No




By signing this application you give permission for the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) to

review your NRCS Farm Plan if you have one. You also give permission to have a site visit by MDAR staff which may be

necessary before a decision is made. All site visits will be arranged with you in advance. 

Signature _________________________________________

Date ___________________

Please complete and return the application form to: 


Gerard Kennedy, 

Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, 
Suite 500
251 Causeway Street, 
Boston, MA 02114
Official Use Only


Date Received:  ___________________


Received By: _____________________
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