		
Legal Internship Opportunities at the
                                    Massachusetts Appellate Tax Board

The Massachusetts Appellate Tax Board (“Board”) is a quasi-judicial agency which is devoted exclusively to hearing and deciding cases on appeal from any state or local taxing authority. The Board was established by the Legislature in 1929 to relieve the Superior Court of the large volume of tax appeals, and to provide taxpayers with a less expensive and more expedient means of appeal. The Board handles appeals related to virtually all state taxes and excises as well as appeals of local property taxes from all 351 cities and towns in the Commonwealth.  Ninety percent of the petitions filed at the Board are appeals of local property taxes. The remaining cases are appeals by taxpayers regarding all state taxes, including: income tax, sales and use tax, corporate excise, bank excise and others. Parties may appeal the Board’s decisions to the Massachusetts Appeals Court and the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court.  
The Board is comprised of five members, also known as Commissioners, and headed by a Chairperson.  Assisting the Board are clerks, administrative staff, and the legal department, which consists of a Chief Legal Counsel and five tax counsel.  Appeals are heard by individual Commissioners but are generally decided by the Board as a whole.  Following a decision of the Board, the parties may request written Findings of Fact and Report (“Findings of Fact”).  The primary responsibility of the legal department is to assist with the production of the Findings of Fact, although the legal department also assists the Board with legal research on emerging legal issues and provides other legal advice as needed.  
Internship opportunities in the Board’s legal department are available to law students throughout the calendar year.  Like other members of the legal department, legal interns assist the Board by conducting legal research, drafting memoranda of law, and assisting in the production of written Findings of Fact.  Appeals heard by the Board often involve novel and complex issues of law, many of which require the consideration of areas other than tax, such as constitutional law, corporate law, contracts, land use, regulatory, and evidentiary and procedural issues.  Legal interns generally emerge from their internship at the Board with numerous complete writing samples.  Legal interns also have the opportunity to observe litigation in progress at the Board, including hearings and motions.
In the past, the Board has offered both paid internships and unpaid internships for academic credit.  Funding for paid internships is dependent upon the Board’s annual budget.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you are interested in obtaining more information about internship opportunities in the Board’s legal department, please contact Chief Legal Counsel Mark J. DeFrancisco at 617-727-3100 or mark.defrancisco@state.ma.us.  
