MDDC Meeting Minutes
June 10, 2014
MDDC, 100 Hancock St., Suite 200

Quincy, MA 02169
Present:  Lora Brugnaro, Henry Milorin, Dianne Glennon, Victor Hernandez, William Conley, Julie Fitzpatrick, William Kiernan, Kate Ryan, Caroline vanBruinswaardt Brianna Bevins, Tim Kunzier, Phil Hanson, Kate Bartlett, Lisa Ching, Hillary Dunn, Emily Korkaris, Phillip Harrison, Cyndy Miller
Excused: Naomi Goldberg, Suzanne Gottlieb, Robert Smith, Sabrina Cazeau-Class, Marie Narvaez, Irving Sacks, Bethany Brown
Absent: Eric Nordahl, Christine Griffin, Crystal Hebert
Guests: Erin Flaherty (Gopen Fellow), Barbara Didona (Crocker Fellow) Robin Huer, Jan Tobin, Peter Bevins, Lamar (support for Tim) Tori (support for Brianna), Anne Fracht, David Helm
Staff:  Cathy Jackson, Kristin Britton, Faith Behum, Lee Larriu, Harold Lieberman, Ashley McAnespie, Liz Fancher, Craig Hall, Dan Shannon, Adelia DelTrecco, Andre Williams
1. Acceptance of the Agenda: 
Motion to accept passed unanimously:  
First: Lisa Ching   Second:  William Conley
2. Approval of February Meeting Minutes:  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to approve passed unanimously:
First: William Conley   Second: Kate Bartlett
3. Council Updates:  (Julie Fitzpatrick, Chairperson)
Upcoming Council meeting dates.  There were three full Council meetings this past year, in February, June and October.   We voted in 2013 to switch from four meetings a year to three to cut back on expenses.  It is up for a vote whether the Council keeps three meetings or returns to holding four meetings per year.  As a reminder, most of the Council‘s work takes place between meetings in committees.  The Council meeting schedule for next year would be Tuesday October 14, 2014, Tuesday February 10, 2015 and Tuesday June 9, 2015. At the October meeting, the need for a fourth meeting will be revisited.
Approval of Meeting dates for 2015:
Motion to approve 3 meeting dates in FFY15 passed unanimously:  
First:  William Conley   Second:  Kate Bartlett
Bylaw Changes:  The last full review of the Council’s Bylaws was in 2002.  With the Executive Order changes we need to revise how and when we elect officers.  Proposed changes will be presented for approval at the October 2014 meeting.

Budget and Grants:  On March 19th the Council received final notification of its FFY 2014 allotment.  In recent years our annual allotments have been decreasing but in FFY 14 our budget actually increased by $2,500.  We have been delaying the awarding of some sub-grants identified in State Plan, but we are now ready to move forward to fund these projects.  We are recruiting Council members to serve as grant reviewers and need new volunteers by July 1, 2014.  The job will entail reviewing the grants, discussion with the grant committee and recommending a finalist.  Tim Kunzier and Lisa Ching expressed interest.
Annual Citizen Centric Report:  The 2013 Report to the Citizens of the Commonwealth (CCR) is a user friendly 4 page summary based on the Association of Government Accountants’ (AGA’s) guide that communicates financial reporting.  This is the 7th year the Council has submitted this report.  The Council was again chosen to receive the AGA’s Award for the excellence in citizen reporting.  
Materials in packets include:  Membership Directory, Council Quarterly Report, Self-Advocacy Leadership Series Report, Public Policy Report, Acronym list, map of office location, Communication Guideline Questionnaire.
4. Membership Committee Report:  (Lora Brugnaro, Vice-Chairperson)
Lora reviewed the most recent individuals interviewed by the committee and submitted the list of candidates.  The proposed members to the Council are: Darcy Rubino, Owen Erquiga, Matthew Bander, Lydia Brown and Francesco Hladyse.
.

Motion to accept nominations passed by majority vote:
First:  Tim Kunzier  Second: Henry Miloran
5. Public Policy Report:  (Kristin Britton, Faith Behum, Liz Fancher) 

A PowerPoint overview was presented that included information about:  Legislative Priorities, the Annual Legislative Reception, The DC Policy Conference, The Autism Commission Update, The Mass. Lifespan Respite Coalition’s Second Annual CARE Conference and Independence College.
6. SALS Update:  (Andre Williams, Lee Larriu)
The SALS update included highlights about recent leadership series that have been held, upcoming series information and workshops that SALS members attended.
7. Gopen Fellowship Presentation: (Erin Flaherty)
The focus of Erin’s project was on healthcare for women with Autism. Some of the issues identified include providers having lack of knowledge and experience working with people with disabilities.  Financial insurance, accessibility and transition from pediatric to adult care are also barriers facing Autistic women  seeking health care.
8. Crocker Fellowship Update:  (Barbara Didona)
Barbara created a training tool for paraprofessionals who work in schools.  In general there aren’t regulated state training requirements for paraprofessionals.  The idea is to put the training online for ease of access, and it would be cost effective.  Barbara created an electronic guide book, 115 pages focusing on 4 curriculum areas. This resource will be free and soon accessible online.  Brochures will be available soon thereafter.
9. Other Business

The next Gopen Fellowship has been award to Marie Saldi.  Marie is looking at inclusive playgrounds for children with developmental disabilities.

The next Crocker Fellowship has been awarded to Dianne Glennon.  Dianne will explore issues regarding guardianships.
Two departing Council members, Lora Brugnaro and Dianne Glennon, were recognized for their outstanding contributions to the Council during their tenure.
Members were reminded to fill out the communications guideline questionnaire.

11.  Adjournment
Motion to adjourn passed unanimously:

First: Kate Bartlett   Second:  William Conley
Time: 8:57 p.m.
_________________________________________________________

Review/ Approved





           Date

Caroline vansBruinswaardt,  Secretary


__________________________________________________________

Daniel M. Shannon, Executive Director
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