MDDC Meeting Minutes
March 15, 2011

Sheraton Hotel, Needham, Massachusetts
Present:  Lora Brugnaro, Debbie Pierce, Bethany Brown, Francis Seeley, Anne Fracht, Dianne Glennon, Gail Grossman, Naomi Goldberg, Suzanne Gottlieb, Jim Gleason, Julie Fitzpatrick, Robert Smith, David Helm, Tim Kunzier, Sandra Osborne, Nancy Amatucci, Irving Sacks, Catharine Grace, Lisa Ching
Excused:  Lois Aldrich, Edward Smith, Rosalie Edes
Absent:  Shannon McCue, Caroline vanBruinswaardt, Marty Mittnacht
Guests:  William Kilmartin, Kevin Barrett, Dana Cataldo, Craig Shannon, Hillary Dunn, Michael Regunberg, Robin Huer.
Staff:  Dan Shannon, Kristin Britton, Adelia DelTrecco, Cathy Jackson, Lee Larriu, Sandy Houghton, Faith Behum, Liz Fancher, Monique Laperle, Craig Hall, Ryan Hayes, Wen Zhai, Harold Lieberman 
1. Acceptance of the Agenda:  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to accept:  First:
Lora Brugnaro Second: Nancy Amatucci
2. Approval of December Meeting Minutes:  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to approve:  First:  Catharine Grace  Second: Francis Seeley
Council updates:  (Julie Fitzpatrick, Chairperson)
Save the date:  The annual Council retreat will be held on Friday, June 10th and Saturday June 11th at the Radisson Hotel, Hyannis, MA.  At this meeting Council members will finalize goals and objectives for the 2012 – 2016 State Plan.

Materials in packets:  Council Activity Report for the period of October- December and the Membership Directory.  If there are any changes to your contact information for this directory, please contact Adelia. A copy of the 2010 Citizens Centric Report (CCR), a letter from the Coalition for Legal Rights of the Disabled (CLRD) outlining our concerns for potential budget cuts for community based programs, and an announcement from New England Index about the new Autism Insurance Resource Center.  An acronym list has been developed.  If anyone has any acronyms that should be added, please contact Adelia. Although we don’t encourage the use of acronyms during meetings, it’s helpful to know what certain acronyms stand for.  
Budget Update:  We receive our funding appropriation from the federal government.  We are currently funded through March 18, 2011 at the level we received in 2010.  If Congress doesn’t pass the 2011 budget the federal government will shut down.  However, we will not as we have enough funding to operate at least through June 2011.  We are planning for the next 5 year cycle that we will be level funded for the foreseeable future.
3. Membership Committee Report:  (Anne Fracht, Vice-Chairperson)
The committee is waiting for the governor’s review on three pending council membership applications.  The committee currently has two priorities, to recruit younger persons, targeting people from 18-30, and to diversity membership.  Both are focused on getting people to apply to become Council members.
4. State Plan Committee Report:  (Dan Shannon, Executive Director)
To date, this committee has held two formal meetings, February 18, 2011 and March 4, 2011.  We have established a work plan and reviewed the Council’s mission.  It has been decided that the current mission appears appropriate but we will reconsider it again before presenting final recommendations on the plan. 
We have two graduate school policy interns; Wen Zhai and Rita DiNunzio.  They are gathering documents and researching data for the comprehensive review section of the state plan.  This information will help us to prioritize our areas of emphasis.  
At the March State Plan meeting, Rosalie Edes provided us with a great overview and status report on services related to people with developmental disabilities.  Our next meeting is scheduled on April 1, 2011 at the MDDC office in Quincy.  All Council members are welcome to join us.
5. Association of Government Accountants (AGA):  (William Kilmartin, AGA Chapter President)
William presented the Council with the Certificate of Excellence for our 2010 Citizen Centric Report.  The Association has 15,000 members whose mission is to advance government accountability to stakeholders and citizens. The Citizen Centric Report (CCR) is a four page report that paints a financial picture and performance of a government agency and is a program sponsored by the AGA.  
Citizen Centric Report/ SEA Report:  (Craig Hall and Ryan Hayes)
This award for the CCR is the third award received by the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council from the AGA. This report helps the public to better understand how we spend tax dollars in a clear concise 4 page report. The Service Efforts and Accomplishments report (SEA) is new a complementary report to the CCR and may help the Council to plan for the future.  The main components of the SEA report should help to more comprehensively answer the questions: Who, What, When, Where and How. The five essential elements include: a statement of purpose, description of goals and objectives, key measures, discussion and analysis. A PowerPoint presentation packet was passed out during the meeting.
6. Public Policy Report/ Legislative Priorities:  (Kristin Britton, Faith Behum)
      Approval for 2011/2012 legislative platform:  Motion passed unanimously

Motion to approve:  First:  Irving Sacks
  Second: Debbie Pierce
PowerPoint presentations outlining the Council’s Legislative Priorities, MDDC Public Policy Report and the Autism Commission update were provided.
Special thanks for participation at the Disability Policy Seminar in Washington D.C. went to Dianne Glennon, Lora Brugnaro, Anne Fracht, Catharine Grace and Debbie Pierce 
The next Public Policy meeting is scheduled for March 23, 2011 from 10-12 at the Quincy office.  

The next Autism meeting is scheduled for March 28, 2011.  Advocates for Autism of MA is hosting Autism Spectrum Awareness Day at the State House on April 14, 2011 at the Great Hall, Boston, MA.

7. SALS Update:  (Sandy Houghton, Lee Lemanski)
Graduation for the winter 2011 Self-Advocacy Leadership Series (SALS) was held on March 4th at Springfield Technical Community College, Springfield, MA.  Eighty-five people were in attendance. Special guests included West Springfield’s Senator Welch’s aide, Candace Lotz, Laura and Dana Dansereau from United Families for Change, and our own Faith Behum.  Faith brought a couple of friends who helped with the reception. 

The next series will be at the YMCA in Greenfield starting on March 30, 2011 through May 25.  Deadline for applications has been extended to Wednesday March 16th.  Currently we have received 5 applications.

Youth in Transition 

High school students from Hanover, Marshfield, Duxbury and Foxboro are participating in a Self-Advocacy Leadership Series for students in transition taking place at Bridgewater State University.  The series began on March 4, 2011 and will run for 9 weeks.  Currently, there are 14 students and 5 teachers participating.  The students expressed their excitement to be learning in a college environment and commented positively following the first class.  Classes take place on Fridays from 10am-12pm.

Train the Trainer
Monique LaPerle continues to observe and interact with students as she prepares to teach her own SALS class.  During each series, Monique gets more involved with learning teaching skills, interacting with students, and trouble shoot problems.  Monique provides debriefing reports that help us to support and evaluate her progress. 
Portfolio Building initiative

On February 17, 2011 at Glavin Regional Center in Shrewsbury, Lee and Sandy met with the lead trainers from each of the regions around the state to update our progress on the Portfolio project.  We are creating a curriculum from the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) workbook ‘Making a Contribution’.   Sandy is in the process of creating her own portfolio following directions of the workbook in preparations to teach a pilot class that focuses on portfolio building and resume writing.

SALS documentary

The most interesting of the SALS projects has been the video documentary of Sandy’s life.  Sandy has enjoyed working with the video crew and watching her life story come together.
8. SALS Documentary Presentation: (Dana Cataldo and Craig Shannon)
The rough cut documentary of Sandy Houghton was shown during the Council meeting.  A questionnaire was passed out to collect feedback from Council members.
9. Election of new Vice Chair:  (Julie Fitzpatrick)
Anne Fracht has been elected Chairperson of the Massachusetts Advocates Standing Strong.  Therefore she is stepping down as Vice-Chair of the DD Council, though she will remain a member.  Lora Brugnaro submitted a nomination for the position.  Catherine Grace and Debbie Pierce nominated themselves from the floor.  Following procedures, election forms were distributed to members and ballots collected.  Lora Brugnaro was elected new Council Vice-Chair. 
10. Other Business (Communication Guidelines Questionnaire)
11. Motion to adjourn:  First:  Debbie Pierce  Second:   Francis Seeley
Time: 8:59 p.m.
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