MDDC Meeting Minutes
June 10-11, 2011
Radisson Inn Hotel, Hyannis, MA
Present:  Lois Aldrich, Lora Brugnaro, Debbie Pierce, Bethany Brown, Francis Seeley, Anne Fracht, Dianne Glennon, Gail Grossman, Naomi Goldberg, Suzanne Gottlieb, Alan Kerzin, Jim Gleason, Julie Fitzpatrick, Robert Smith, William Kiernan, Shannon McCue, Sabrina Cazeau-Class, Tim Kunzier, Rosalie Edes, Sandra Osborne, Irving Sacks, Nancy Amatucci, Lisa Ching
Excused: Catharine Grace, Edward Smith, Marty Mittnacht, Kevin Barrett
Absent: Caroline VanBruinswaardt
Guests:  Hillary Dunn, Jonathan Gail, Susan Loring, Dan Houghton
Staff:  Kristin Britton, Adelia DelTrecco, Cathy Jackson, Lee Larriu, Sandy Houghton, Faith Behum, Liz Fancher, Monique Laperle, Craig Hall, Ed Morgan 
1. Acceptance of the Agenda:  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to accept:  First:
Debbie Pierce
Second: Francis Seeley
2. Approval of March Meeting Minutes:  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to approve:  First: Robert Smith
Second: Sandra Osborne
3.   Council Updates:  (Julie Fitzpatrick, Chairperson)
Save the date:  September 20, 2011 is the tentative date for the next Council meeting.
Congratulations to Irving Sacks for receiving the 2011 Margaret Bowman Award for Excellence within the autism community. 

Materials in packets:  There is an updated Membership Directory, the Communications Guideline Questionnaire, the Council Quarterly Report January 1 – March 31st, a list of common acronyms, a letter from the Massachusetts Down Syndrome Conference, and a Conflict of Interest statement form that needs to be read, signed and returned to Adelia prior to going to dinner on Friday.
New member recommendations:  The Membership Committee will recommend them for endorsement later in the meeting.

Allies in Self-Advocacy Summit:  In May a team of representatives from Massachusetts attended a two day summit in Providence, Rhode Island hosted by the Administration on Developmental Disabilities.  Representation included cross-disability groups which included self-advocates representing Massachusetts Advocates Standing Strong, youth groups, Autism, Down Syndrome and the Developmental Disabilities Network.  The purpose of the summit was to develop a state plan for self-advocacy to move forward and to make changes on the federal level.
Budget Update: Funding for the MDDC comes from the Federal Government.  In April 2011 the budget was passed and the Massachusetts Council has been level funded minus two-tenths of one percent.  Our final allotment is $1,403,346.00, a $3,000.00 reduction from 2010. We will plan that we will remain level funded for the next Five-Year State Plan cycle. 
Facebook page:  Please get connected to the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council Facebook page.
4.    Membership Committee Report:  (Lora Brugnaro, Vice-Chairperson)
Several phone interviews were held using standard membership questions. The list of candidates include:  Kate Bartlett, Henry Milorin, Catherine Ryan, Donald Washington, and Daniel Sandberg.  A list of the candidates along with biographies is included in your packet. If these candidates are approved and appointed, all vacancies will be filled.
The Membership Committee will be tailoring the interview questions that it uses with candidates to help in recruiting younger people with developmental disabilities in addition to professionals who serve on the Council.
Motion to accept recommended candidates:  Motion passed unanimously

First: Lora Brugnaro     Second:  Shannon McCue

5.    SALS Update:  (Sandy Houghton, Lee Larriu)
A SALS report has been included in your packet.
Youth in Transition:  On May 13, 2011 high school students from Foxboro, Marshfield, Duxbury and Hanover graduated from the Self-Advocacy Leadership Series that was held at Bridgewater State College.  Thirty people were in attendance.  WBZ-Boston released a segment on their evening news highlighting accomplishments.

A traditional series took place in Greenfield Mass at the local YMCA.  Graduation for twelve students was held at Saint John’s Episcopal Church on May 25, 2011.  Over 60 folks were in attendance.

Congratulations to Sue Moriarty, the new SALS Support Trainer.  Sue will be supporting Monique Laperle, who will be teaching the SALS in greater Boston this coming fall.

6.    Public Policy Report:   (Kristin Britton, Faith Behum) 
There is a PowerPoint presentation included in your packets. 

House Bill 596:  This is a companion bill to House 51 that addresses health care disparities.  This bill mandates that health care workers are trained to work with people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. When the Council’s platform was being decided, the text for this bill was not attainable.  After a description of this bill was presented by Dianne Glennon, there was a vote on whether or not to add this bill to our Legislative Platform.  
Motion to add bill 596 to 2011-2012 Legislative Platform:  Motion passed unanimously
First:  Dianne Glennon     Second:  Nancy Amatucci
Autism Commission update: (Faith Behum)
To date, three meetings have taken place.  Topics that face the autism community are: 1.) People who have autism and have an additional diagnosis are not receiving treatment. 2). Proposal to restructure children agencies throughout the state to make one comprehensive agency.  3) Health Insurance - Amy Weinstock did a presentation on the aftermath of legislation implementing an act for insurance for autism. Many states have autism health insurance legislation yet have an age cut off.  
The Autism Commission will be meeting on June 13th at One Ashburton Place.  A handout lists all upcoming Autism Commission and subcommittee meetings for the remainder of the year.
Faith gave a breakdown of Autism Commission subcommittees and the work they do.  Faith can be contacted at the MDDC office at ext. 117 if there are any questions.

7.  DD Suite (Ed Morgan)
The DD Suite is the website we use to collect data from our grantees for federal reporting. The original design was created to collect information we use for our federal reports.  As more people became interested in the system, the choice to develop the suite to an online system brought about DD Suite 4.0.  The DD Suite allows for Councils to easily report annual Public Performance Reports (PPR) and State Plan Reports.

This year is the first year that all states will be using the DD Suite to file their reports. All information is put into the DD suite website.  This system saves lots of time and energy to produce the reports we need.
One of our primary goals for the upcoming year will be to add a public search function that will allow information on what states and territories are doing throughout the U.S. to be accessed by the public. 

The project has been a work in progress for the past 8 years.
8.  Cross Disability Coalition (Alan Kerzin, DLC)
The Cross Disability Coalition is a collaboration between the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council and the Disability Law Center where representation of people with different disabilities are brought together to advocate.  Historically, disability groups advocate for their piece of the pie.  Legislators typically look at common ground that affects all people with disabilities.  Collaboratively we came up with a list of organizations that represent cross disability groups to include:  Autism, Asperger’s Association of New England, The Brain Injury Support Network, Mental Health Peer Advocates, people from Independent Living Centers, and the deaf and blind community.  As needed, youth with disabilities and seniors will be brought in.  Individuals from each group are to be selected and act as a representative for the coalition.  
Jonathan Gale is a person with a disability who has been hired to organize and facilitate the coalition.  He will begin his new role on June 16, 2011 and will work at the DLC office.  This coalition will choose one or two topics of focus.  Topics may include but aren’t limited to housing, transportation and employment.  Issue experts will be brought in before a decision on an issue is finalized.  Issues will be sorted out and decided on and outcomes will be outlined.  Legislators and others have shown an interest to participate.  Jonathan is married with children and is blind.  He worked with Greater Boston Employment Collaborative. For the Coalition, his goal is to bridge the gap between disability groups, break the barriers and focus on achieving common goals.  The hope is for the Coalition to become a national model.
9.   Conflict of Interest Forms- 
Please read through and sign prior to leaving.
10.  Other Business (Communication Guidelines)

11.  Adjournment: 
Motion to Approve:  First: Debbie Pierce     Second: Francis Seeley
Time: 4:25 p.m.
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