MDDC Meeting Minutes
November 13, 2012
MDDC, 1150 Hancock St., Suite 300

Quincy, MA 02169
Present: Lois Aldrich, Lora Brugnaro, Debbie Pierce, Francis Seeley, Henry Milorin, Dianne Glennon, Gail Grossman, Naomi Goldberg, Suzanne Gottlieb, Julie Fitzpatrick, Robert Smith, Kate Ryan, Briana Bevins, Tim Kunzier, Rosalie Edes, Donald Washington, Nancy Amatucci, Kate Bartlett, Lisa Ching, Veronica Kane,  Marie Narvaez
Excused: Bethany Brown, Sabrina Cazeau-Class, Sandra Osborne, Irving Sacks
Absent:  Caroline vanBruinswaardt
Guests: Evelyn Milorin, Hannah Scott Hoffman, Heather Chagnon, Jan Bartlett 
Staff:  Faith Behum, Craig Hall, Sandy Houghton, Cathy Jackson, Harold Lieberman, Dan Shannon, Adelia DelTrecco, Lee Larriu, Kristin Britton, Ashley McAnespie 

1. Acceptance of the Agenda: 
Amendment: Item number 4 will have an action item to approve a new Council member. Motion passed unanimously. 
Motion to accept:  First: Donald Washington; Second:  Francis Seeley 
2. Approval of July Meeting Minutes:  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to approve:  First: Kate Bartlett; Second: Francis Seeley
3. Council Updates:  (Julie Fitzpatrick, Chairperson)
Updates:  In July the Council voted to hold three Council meetings per year for 2012 and 2013.  Future Council meetings are scheduled to take place in February and June of 2013, specific dates are to be determined.  The Department of Developmental Services, (DDS) is holding a public hearing on eligibility in Worcester in November.  The Office of the Comptroller named the MDDC to the Prompt Payment Honor Roll. Craig Hall has received a change in classification and title and will serve as the Assistant Director for Finance and Operations.  Lee Larriu has been appointed as Training Coordinator for the Council.

October 26 2012, the MDDC received our initial 2013 award of $682,850.00, 48% of what we received in 2012. Craig will talk more about the impact during the budget presentation.  The Executive Committee has approved the 2013 Council budget and will bring that to the floor later in the evening.

Materials in packets include:  Membership Directory, Council Quarterly Report, Self-Advocacy Leadership Series Report, Biography of Erik Nordahl potential new member recognized by membership committee, copy of presentation on the Adult Family Care Program (AFC), Report on Solomon McCown highlighting 2012 activities, Article named Beat Back Bullying, Agenda, Meeting Minutes and an information sheet on sequestration.

4. Membership Committee Report:  (Lora Brugnaro, Vice-Chairperson)
The Membership Committee recently interviewed and unanimously recommends Erik Nordahl for a local non-government position on the DD Council. Motion to accept Erik as a Council member passed unanimously.

Motion to accept nomination:   First: Robert Smith; Second: Debbie Pierce.

5. Public Policy Report:  (Kristin Britton ,Faith Behum) 

A Power point handout of the MDDC Public Policy Report can be found in your packet.  Highlights include the following:
Next Bill sharing session is scheduled for January 22, 2013 at One Ashburton Place, McCormack Building, Boston, MA, 21st Floor at 11:00 a.m.

The Public Policy Team is recruiting members to help do the following: set up the legislative priorities for the Council for 2013 - 2014, testify at hearings, provide feedback to policy staff and meet with legislators to educate them on MDDC priorities. Evening meeting times could be explored if it works better for members. A list of roles and responsibilities is included in the packets.
The Legislative Reception will be held on Wednesday March 6, 2013, from 10:30 – noon.  Contact Kristin Britton for more information.  
Building a Home:  A Statewide Housing conference was held September 29, 2012, at Holy Cross College in Worcester.  The event was co-sponsored by the MDDC.  Over 300 people were in attendance.
Autism Commission Update:  Next Autism Commission meeting is scheduled for November 19, 2012, at One Ashburton Place, Boston from 3-5pm.  However the meeting may be cancelled.  Please email Faith to find out more.  The full Autism Commission report will be released January of 2013.

The MDDC was a sponsor of the annual CARE conference, “Connection and Advocating Respite for Everyone” that took place on November 2, 2012. The target audience was family caregivers across the lifespan.  Over 100 people attended and admission was free. 
6. SALS Update:  (Sandy Houghton, Lee Larriu)
A copy of the SALS report may be found in Council packets.  Highlights include the following:  A schedule of upcoming mini premieres for The Sandy Houghton Story:  An Inspirational Journey.  Updates on the SALS presentations scheduled to take place at Holyoke Community College, Holyoke Mass and at Work Community Inclusion WCI, Waltham, MA. The SALS staff will attend the upcoming Massachusetts Advocates Standing Strong Conference for December 1, 2012 and the SALS Winter schedule 2013.

7. Council Budget Approval:  
Craig Hall presented the Recommended FY 2013 Spending Plan.  A copy can be found in your packets.  The presentation highlighted our financial mission statement, an explanation of the Council budget process, the continuing resolution, the potential impact of sequestration, the federal allotment under sequestration, future plans, income and expenses.  The Council has put together conservative numbers that should be able to carry the Council through the year.  The Executive Committee has approved this budget.
Vote:  A motion to approve the 2013 Council budget passed unanimously.

Motion to accept the budget:  First: Donald Washington; Second:  Francis Seeley.  
8.    Adult Family Care Program Presentation – Heather Chagnon: 
A copy of the presentation can be found in the Council packet.  Adult Family Care, also known as Adult Foster Care, is able to pay a tax-free stipend to the Caregiver ($9,000 - $ 18,000 annually).  The amount of money is dependent on the level the member is qualified for.  The caregiver receives 8 hours of training annually. Care management and service coordination, monthly visits from care manager and nurse for monitoring and support.
9. Election of Secretary:
Nominee: Dianne Glennon - No nominees from the floor.
Motion to re-elect Dianne Glennon as Council Secretary; Motion passed unanimously
First: Kate Ryan; Second: Francis Seeley
10.   Other Business:
Please fill out the Communication Guideline Questionnaire before leaving.
11.  Adjournment A motion to approve the 2013 Council budget passed unanimously.
Motion to Adjourn:  First:   Donald Washington Second:  Debbie Peirce
Time: 9:05 p.m.
_________________________________________________________

Review/ Approved





           Date

Dianne Glennon, Secretary


__________________________________________________________

Daniel M. Shannon, Executive Director
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