MDDC Meeting Minutes
October 4, 2013

Marlborough Courtyard Marriot

75 Felton Street, Marlborough, MA
Present: Lora Brugnaro, Debbie Pierce, Bethany Brown, Erik Nordahl, Dianne Glennon, Gail Grossman, Naomi Goldberg, Suzanne H. Gottlieb, Julie Fitzpatrick, Robert Smith, Kate Ryan, Caroline VanBruinswaardt, Marie Narvaez, Cyndy Miller, Donald Washington, Lisa Ching, Charlene Mancusi, Jim Gleason, William Conley, Sabrina Cazeau-Class
Excused: Veronica Kane, William Kiernan, Briana Bevins, Tim Kunzier, Sandra Osborne, Irving Sacks, Henry Miloran, Kate Bartlett
Absent:  Daniel Sandberg, Crystal Hebert 
Guests: Dan Houghton
Staff:  Craig Hall, Dan Shannon, Kristin Britton, Harold Lieberman, Sandy Houghton, Liz Fancher, Lee Larriu, Faith Behum, Cathy Jackson, Adelia DelTrecco, Ashley McAnespie
1. Acceptance of the Agenda:  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to accept:  First:  Donald Washington Second:  Debbie Pierce
2. Approval of June Meeting Minutes:  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to approve:  First: Lisa Ching   Second: Donald Washington 
3. Council Updates:  (Julie Fitzpatrick, Chairperson)
Updates:  Our next meeting will be held in February. The date is to be determined.
Materials in packets include:  Membership Directory, Quarterly Council Report, written reports for the Self-Advocacy Leadership Series (SALS) and the Public Policy Team and a list of commonly used acronyms.
Budget:  Our final budget for fiscal year 2013 is $1,320,432.  This number reflects an $80,000 cut from fiscal year 2012.  The Council planned in advance for the cuts. The 2014 budget has not been passed and the government is in a shut down.  We are working on collecting data to clearly know how this shut down might affect the Council. The 2012 and 2013 funds are carrying the Council’s operating costs for the time being.

4. Membership Committee Report:  (Lora Brugnaro, Vice-Chairperson)
No changes have been made since the last time we met. We are still waiting for the Governor’s approval on the recommended Council members.

5. Public Policy Report:  (Kristin Britton ,Faith Behum) 

Ten bills have been testified on since July.  Copies of all of the testimonies and status of legislative priorities have been included in your packets
Our Annual Legislative Reception has been planned for March 5, 2014 at the State House.

6. SALS Update:  (Lee Larriu)
A copy of the SALS report may be found in Council packets.  Highlights include the following:  Updates on the Western Massachusetts team, Metro team, and SALS for Youth in Transition.
7. Council Budget Approval:  (Craig Hall, CFO)
Craig conducted a power point presentation including the following: explanation of the budget program, the effect of the government shutdown, planning forward, the effects of sequestration, forecasting long term and spending projections for 2014.

Explanation of budget process:  The Executive Director is notified by the federal administration of a projected annual allotment.  Congress must appropriate funds for the Council each year.  The shutdown suspends discretionary spending so we have no appropriation for 2014.  However, we planned in advance and are running off of fiscal year 2012-2013 funds.
Planning forward for sequestration:  The sub-grant program will be tight.  We will have fewer funds available.  When this 5 year state year plan ends, we will have another 5 year plan that follows sequestration.
Breakdown of costs for FFY 14:  Operational expenses include salaries, SALS trainers, indirect charges and total personnel, fringe benefits, payroll taxes, out of state travel, in state travel, exigent job related expenses, office operations, energy costs, space rental, office furnishings, equipment rental or lease, equipment maintenance and repair.  
Motion to accept the budget:  Motion passed unanimously
 First:  Erik Nordahl    Second:  Debbie Pierce
8. Other Business: (Communication Guidelines Questionnaire)

Autism Speaks will be in Boston at Suffix Downs on October 6, 2013
Mass Advocates Standing Strong Conference is scheduled for October 19, 2013
Please fill out the Communication Guideline Questionnaire before leaving.
9.  Adjournment:
Motion to Approve:  First:  Donald Washington Second:  Lisa Ching 
Time: 10:27 a.m.
_________________________________________________________

Review/ Approved





           Date

Dianne Glennon, Secretary


__________________________________________________________

Daniel M. Shannon, Executive Director


           Date
