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RE: HB 3321
Good Afternoon Chairpersons and Committee Members:

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address you on House Bill 3321: An act to make the Autism Commission a permanent entity.  My name is Faith Behum and I am a disability policy specialist at the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council as well as staff to the state’s Autism Commission. The Council is mandated by federal law to identify laws and policies that will improve the system of supports for individuals with developmental disabilities and their families.  We bring together lawmakers and advocates to make sure people with developmental disabilities are included in public policy decisions.  The Council works with legislators and policymakers to serve as an impartial educational resource to inform public policy at both state and federal levels to better meet the needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and their families.
H 3321 would create a permanent Autism Commission in the state allowing for ongoing analysis of issues that affect individuals with autism in Massachusetts. In March 2013, the Massachusetts Autism Commission filed its final report.  The filing of this report created awareness about autism issues and offered suggestions on how to improve the current system of supports.  The report by itself does not fix any of the problems that are identified.  That work is done by dedicated policymakers, state agency representatives, advocates, and other citizens of the Commonwealth.  
As staff to the Autism Commission, I had the privilege of working with people who were truly dedicated to improving the system of supports for individuals with autism in Massachusetts.  Since the filing of the report, this dedication has not waned.  Despite this, the lack of monthly meetings and Commission structure to monitor the implementation of the report’s recommendations has hindered the recommendations moving forward.  Furthermore, the Commission’s final report discusses issues and solutions relevant to the time period the report was written in.  These issues require ongoing analysis a permanent entity would be able to conduct.  More importantly, issues that were not discussed in the report would be able to receive analysis building upon the March 2013 findings.  Truthfully, the 13 priorities and 78 recommendations that appeared in the report were only a fraction of the topics and issues that could have been included.  A permanent Autism Commission would solidify the Commonwealth’s dedication to developing “appropriate, collaborative and timely supports and services across the lifespan of individuals on the spectrum.”

In summary, the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council supports H 3321 because of its potential to further improve services and supports for individuals with autism.  The Council applauds Representative Garrett Bradley for introducing such an important piece of legislation. 
Sincerely,

Faith Behum

Disability Policy Specialist at The Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council

Staff to the Massachusetts Autism Commission
�Taken from the Mission of the Massachusetts Autism Commission http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/commissions-and-initiatives/autism/mission-of-the-commission.html
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