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Testimony of Faith Behum
To the Joint Committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities
November 19, 2013
RE: HB 149
Good Morning Chairpersons and Committee Members:
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address you on House Bill 149: An Act creating a means for tracking the unmet need of individuals with developmental disabilities in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  My name is Faith Behum and I am a disability policy specialist at the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council.  The Council is mandated by federal law to identify laws and policies that will improve the system of supports for individuals with developmental disabilities and their families.  We bring together lawmakers and advocates to make sure people with developmental disabilities are included in public policy decisions.  We also work with legislators and policymakers to serve as an impartial educational resource to inform public policy at both the state and federal levels to better meet the needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and their families.
HB 149 would require state agencies
 that serve people with developmental disabilities to keep data on the number of people with developmental disabilities who applied for services from their department, the number of people with developmental disabilities who receive services, and the number who applied and were found to be ineligible for services.  This information would be held in a central database. Currently, state agencies do keep some data on individuals with developmental disabilities who apply for services and/or receive services from their agency. The issue lies in the fact that each state agency collects and maintains different data on this population.  This makes it impossible to produce comprehensive and reliable information on people with developmental disabilities service needs.
Data allows policymakers and advocates to do one very important thing: plan.  When there are accurate numbers on  the services people with developmental disabilities need to lead full, productive and independent lives, it can be easily determined what services need to be maintained and/or which require more investment to meet demand.  HB 149 would be a step in the right direction towards creating a more proactive and less reactive state service system for people with developmental disabilities.

In summary, the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council supports HB 149 because of its potential to improve the system of supports for people with developmental disabilities. We applaud Representative Sannicandro for introducing such an important piece of legislation and thank members of the Joint Committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities for your continued support on behalf of people with developmental disabilities.
Thank You,
Faith Behum
Disability Policy Specialist, the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council
Staff, Massachusetts Autism Commission
� The legislation lists the Department of Developmental Services, The Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission, the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind, and the Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing as supplying data.  The state agencies who will be asked to provide data on people with developmental disabilities may not be limited to the agencies listed above.
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