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Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council (MDDC)
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1. What is the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council (MDDC)?
The Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council (MDDC) is an independent agency funded by the federal government to work with the state to better support people with developmental disabilities and their families.
2. How is MDDC funded?  
MDDC is funded by the federal government under the Developmental Disabilities Act (P.L. 106-402). 
3. Is MDDC a service provider? 	
The Council works with members of state government to support initiatives designed to improve public policy for individuals with developmental disabilities and their families. MDDC does not provide direct services or make referrals to services.
4. How does the Council work with those with developmental disabilities and their families?
The Council creates initiatives that give a voice to people with developmental disabilities and their families by promoting leadership and self-advocacy; and developing coalitions to improve public policy.
5. How does the MDDC work with legislators and policymakers?	
The Council brings together policymakers and legislators with advocates to improve opportunities and the system of community supports for people with developmental disabilities. 
6. How does MDDC establish its priorities?	
The Council develops a State Plan every five years to address the most important issues affecting people with developmental disabilities. The Council talks with individuals with developmental disabilities, their families, and advocates about how to improve the system of services and supports over the next five years. The State Plan is updated every year based on the Council’s progress toward meeting its objectives and to reflect changes in state and federal policy. 
7. What kind of initiatives does MDDC support?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Self Advocacy Leadership Series is a leadership and civic involvement course for individuals with developmental disabilities sponsored by MDDC. Another program, the Gopen Fellowship, offers a unique opportunity for a person with a developmental disability or a family member to gain valuable knowledge and experience by working with the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council and its network programs. The Council also supports partnerships with other disability advocacy groups. Council members and staff actively participate on numerous statewide task forces and work groups serving people with developmental disabilities.  	
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