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Testimony of Sandra Osborne 

To the Joint Committee on Children, Families, and Persons with Disabilities

November 5th, 2013
RE: SB 24 and HB 87
Good afternoon Chairpersons and Committee Members. 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address you on Senate Bill 24 and House Bill 87: An act to support the transition to adult services for persons with disabilities. My name is Sandra Osborne and I am a member of the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council.  The Council is mandated by federal law to identify methods that improve the system of supports for individuals with developmental disabilities and their families. The Council brings together lawmakers and advocates to make sure people with developmental disabilities are included in public policy decisions that impact their lives. 
My husband and I are parents of a child with an autism spectrum disorder. Our vision for our son has always been a postsecondary education and him finding a job that will enrich his life and provide him with financial stability.  We envision him living in an apartment or small home independently with minimal support. We hope he can have meaningful relationships and maybe even a special someone. We want for Richard Jr what all parents want for their children, a healthy, happy life which has significance and direction. 

It is evident to us now that when Richard reaches the age of 22 he will continue to require support so he can enjoy an independent life to the maximum extent possible. As older parents we will be in our mid-to late -60s… who will teach Richard those lifelong lessons then?

Most individuals on the autism spectrum cannot learn incidentally, which means learning by seeing others actions. They have to be specifically taught each and every functional skill and have repeated practice in multiple settings to generalize. Soon after realizing this, my husband and I closed our business of 18 years so I could stay home and help our son and manage his medical and educational needs.  Over the last eight years, we have spent our life savings and our daughter’s college fund to provide Richard with as much supplemental home and community training as possible. But he continues to need more. There are millions of skills that we use in our adult life.  Who will be there to teach them to Richard if this bill does not pass?

How will Richard ever get a job, remain safe in our community and act in an appropriate manner when in public without the support of Bill numbers SB 24 and HB 87? We believe that with the right support during early adulthood Richard will not need a residential placement costing taxpayers millions of dollars. He has a very good chance of being successful in an independent life with transitional training and the appropriate community support. Support that will teach him how to fulfill the expectations of his college professors, to teach him the self-advocacy skills he needs as an adult and to recognize  the social nuances of workplace etiquette?

We are terrified that without the support of Bills SB 24 and HB 87 Richard’s options for a fulfilling enriching life will be minimal. Please do not condemn my son to living in a residential placement with individuals whose disabilities are far more profound; where the statistics for abuse are horrifying; and where direct service providers are ever changing. We believe the best outlook for Richard is to live independently supporting himself financially in a job he loves, but more training and support is necessary for Richard to function independently.
In summary, the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council supports SB 24 and HB 87.  The Council supports policy initiatives that help people with developmental disabilities lead successful lives in their communities. We applaud Representative Cusack and Senator Candaras for introducing such an important piece of legislation, and thank members of the Joint Committee on Children, Families, and Persons with Disabilities for your continued support on the behalf of people with developmental disabilities.

Thank you,

Sandra Osborne, Council Member

The Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council
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