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Testimony of Faith Behum on behalf of Brianna Bevins
To the Joint Committee on Judiciary

July 9, 2013

RE: HB 1674

Dear Chairpersons and Committee Members,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address you on House Bill 1674: An Act to Require National Background Checks.  My name is Faith Behum and I am a disability policy specialist at the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council.  I will be delivering a testimony on behalf of our Council member Brianna Bevins who was unable to attend this hearing. The Council works to improve the system of supports for individuals with developmental disabilities and their families by bringing together lawmakers with advocates to make sure people with developmental disabilities are included in decisions about public policy.   The Council is federally mandated to educate legislators and policymakers and to serve as an impartial educational resource to inform public policy at both state and federal levels to better meet the needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and their families.  
If signed into law, HB 1674 would require the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) to perform national background checks on all its potential employees.  Currently, DDS only performs Criminal Offense Registry Information (CORI) checks which only reveal crimes committed by the potential employee in the state of Massachusetts.  If enacted, this bill would close the criminal offense loophole that exists for potential DDS employees by revealing any crimes an individual has committed outside of Massachusetts.  With this information, DDS and DDS vendors can make an informed decision about who they are hiring to work with some of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable individuals.  
Half of the membership of the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council consists of individuals with developmental disabilities and relatives of individuals with developmental disabilities.  Every legislative session, our Council members decide on bills to support that will positively impact individuals with developmental disabilities.  HB 1674 was chosen by our members because they saw the potential of the bill to create safer communities for individuals with developmental disabilities.  Brianna Bevins, is one of our Council members and the following are her thoughts about this bill:

“I am a young woman with disabilities. I need caregivers to help me with my daily activities. Because I 
spend a large amount of my days with caregivers who help me live in the community, I recognize how 
important timely state and national background checks are to keep me and other people with disabilities 
safe.  I experienced caregivers who were mean and abusive in the past.  I was able to tell someone about 
these instances but many people with developmental disabilities are not able to communicate to others like I 
can.  Due to this, it is important to be proactive and perform a number of background checks in order to 
become better 
acquainted with potential caregivers. This knowledge will hopefully prevent individuals with 
developmental disabilities from experiencing abuse and ultimately protect those who cannot advocate for 
themselves.  

In the past, I did not perform background checks on my potential caretakers.  Unfortunately, a few negative 
experiences with caretakers have prompted me to now perform background checks on the individuals I 
welcome into my home to work with me.  I support mechanisms that make it easier for people with 
developmental disabilities to have background checks performed in a timely manner.  Once you are abused 
you do not want the perpetrator to abuse anyone else.  A national background check is the first step towards 
making the community safer for people with developmental disabilities served by DDS.” 
In summary, the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council supports House Bill 1674.  The Council supports policy initiatives that help people with developmental disabilities lead successful and safe lives in the community.  HB 1674 will ensure that DDS and its vendor agencies have access to a person’s comprehensive criminal history thus taking one step closer to making sure individuals DDS serves are safe.  We applaud Representative Walsh and Senator Hart for introducing such an important piece of legislation and thank the members of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary for your continued support on behalf of people with developmental disabilities.
Thank You,

Faith Behum, Disability Policy Specialist 

For Brianna Bevins, Council Member
The Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council
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