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Testimony of Ashley McAnespie
To the Joint Committee on Education
June 6, 2013
RE: Senate Bill 218 

Dear Chairpersons and Committee Members,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address you on Senate Bill 218: An Act to maintain short term objectives for students with disabilities. My name is Ashley McAnespie and I am a Disability Policy Consultant for the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council. The Council is mandated by federal law to identify methods that improve the system of supports for individuals with developmental disabilities and their families. The Council brings together lawmakers and advocates to make sure people with developmental disabilities are included in public policy decisions. The Council works with legislators and policymakers to serve as an impartial educational resource to inform public policy at both state and federal levels to better meet the needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and their families.
Senate Bill 218 ensures that all children with disabilities have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) that has set measureable annual goals, and a description of the student’s benchmarks or short term objectives. Senate Bill 218 requires school districts to continue the current practice of including and maintaining short term objectives and benchmarks in the IEPs of all students with disabilities. Short term objectives are an important piece to a child’s IEP because they are the guide for educators to use when implementing the long-term annual goals.
 Continuing the current practice in Massachusetts and utilizing short term objectives is best practice. The inclusion of measurable goals and short term objectives will support successful completion of a student’s goals and benchmarks because breaking down a larger goal to a series of short-range objectives can lead to more successful goal attainment and overall improvement in performance.

Our Council Member, Robert Smith, a father with a son on the Autism Spectrum, was unable to attend today, and asked that I deliver his remarks on his behalf: 
“My son has received a wonderful education provided to him by the dedicated professionals of the Watertown Public School system. His IEPs have always included benchmarks and short-term objectives, and I have no 
doubt that his progress can be attributed to them. As a nurse, I understand the importance of frequently evaluating a patient’s response to treatment so the treatment plan may be modified to achieve the optimum outcome; therefore, I know that benchmarks and short-term objectives are critical to monitor a child’s progress and allow him to reach his potential.”

In summary, the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council supports Senate Bill 218.  The Council supports policy initiatives that help people with developmental disabilities lead successful lives in their communities. By requiring that short term objectives and benchmarks be included in all students with disabilities’ IEPs, we are supporting the successful accomplishment of the goals for these students. We applaud Senator Creem for sponsoring such an important piece of legislation and thank members of the Joint Committee on Education for your continued support on the behalf of people with developmental disabilities.

Thank You,
Ashley McAnespie

Disability Policy Consultant

The Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council
� Massachusetts Advocates for Children. (2013) Benefits of Utilizing Short Term Objectives in Special Education IEP Process [White Paper].


� Ibid.
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