[image: image1.png]



Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council

1150 Hancock Street, Third Floor Suite 300

Quincy, MA  02169-4340


DEVAL L. PATRICK










Julie M. Fitzpatrick
GOVERNOR










CHAIRPERSON


TIMOTHY P. MURRAY









DANIEL M. SHANNON


LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR









EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR


Testimony of Dianne Glennon

To the Joint Committee on Housing

May 10, 2011

RE: SB607

Chairman Honan, Chairman Eldridge and members of the Joint Committee on Housing, 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address you today.   My name is Dianne Glennon and I am the Secretary of the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council. The MDDC is an independent agency funded by the federal government that works with the state of Massachusetts to help people with developmental disabilities and their families enjoy full and productive lives in their communities. An important component of being successful in the community is for people with disabilities to be able to choose where and with whom they live.    

However, the lack of supportive housing for people with disabilities is consistently ranked as a top barrier for people with disabilities to enjoy full and productive lives.   Many people living in costly nursing homes and other institutions are prevented from living in the community because affordable accessible housing and supports are not available to them.   Similarly, many adults with disabilities who are capable of living independently with appropriate supports continue to live with elderly parents or in less than desirable living arrangements because of the shortage of supportive housing in their communities.

Supportive housing is nothing new; it is successful but it is difficult to navigate for both the developer and those in need of it. It takes a long time to create, and many more units are needed than currently exist. The scarcity of accessible affordable housing for people with disabilities in Massachusetts has been an ongoing crisis for decades.   This crisis is real, as substantiated by numerous reputable reports on housing over the years.  Individuals and families with low income and extremely low income have disproportionately borne the brunt of the ongoing affordable housing shortage.   According to the 2000 census, the poverty rate for people with disabilities is two thirds higher than for people without disabilities. Senate bill 607 includes language to increase housing for residents in the lowest income brackets. 

One significant barrier for people with disabilities to obtain supportive housing is the complexity in navigating a system where housing subsidies are provided by housing agencies and supports are provided by human service agencies. The Bill’s requirement to issue a “Community Housing and Services” Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Housing and Community Development and the Executive Office of Health and Human Services and other human service and finance agencies will ensure collaboration among these  agencies in identifying and remediating obstacles to provide permanent affordable supportive housing for people with disabilities.  This will tie the service component to the housing with a framework for funding service coordinators.   

Although I am providing testimony as the Secretary of the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council, I have financed affordable housing both in Massachusetts and in New York for the last 18 years.  I can attest to the fact that developing supportive housing is a long, complicated process.  Nevertheless these projects are successful and can save money in the long run by reducing the funds required for emergency shelters, emergency services and institutional residency. With a more streamlined process and a shorter time frame for delivery of the financing components for both housing and services, developers will find it easier to create this type of housing. The bill’s provision to create 1,000 units of permanent supported housing within 3 years of enactment provides a measurable benchmark to address this need and goes a long way toward creating awareness in the development community of the need. 

Last but not least,   I’d like to leave you with a quote from a recent survey of families and individuals conducted by the Council as to what areas they would like the Council to focus on during its next State Plan cycle.   A parent wrote, “I am very concerned about the looming housing crisis for people with autism reaching adulthood. This is a particular problem for those who aren't eligible or prioritized for residential services through DDS." 
While I have a sister who lives in a group home thanks to a successful (albeit dated)  program I also have a future stepson with autism.  As I sit here today there is no clear vision of a home for him in the community, unless a bill such as this one is passed into law.  What we need to keep in mind is that such a bill benefits not only the individual but the community as a whole. 

 

In summary, the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council supports Senate Bill 607 and respectfully requests that the Joint Committee on Housing favorably reports this important legislation to the full Legislature.
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