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How to Find Safer Cleaners
· The Commonwealth’s FAC59 Approved Green Products List (to find go to www.mass.gov/epp and choose “find green products and services on statewide contract” then “pages by product”.  Find the list under Green Cleaning Products, Programs, Equipment, Supplies.   
· Cleaner Solutions Database of the Toxics Use Reduction Institute (TURI)
· TURI’s 10 ways to find safer cleaners: 
· MA Criteria for Disinfectants /Sanitizers (Non-Certified) for FAC59: The project management team identified products Commonwealth customers may need to purchase, without a third-party certification. The list includes criteria for products that represent a lesser impact to public health and the environment, while ensuring efficacy and high performance. 
· Contact the TURI lab for on-site technical assistance on transitioning to FAC 59 and picking the best greener, less toxics products for your facility location. Heidi Wilcox, Heidi@turi.org or 978 934 3249

Cleaning/Sanitizing/Disinfecting
· TURI Disinfectant Factsheet and search for “disinfectants” 
· TURI’s 8 Tips for Safe and Effective Disinfection

MA Right to Know Law
Presentation that reviews the MA Right to Know Law

Bleach: 
Bleach (sodium hypochlorite) is a popular and inexpensive disinfectant; however, its use presents concerns including respiratory effects which are strongly associated with worker-related asthma.  Bleach forms a variety of toxic compounds when combined with organic material and can have significant impacts on users and the environment. Other concerns include overuse (many use bleach to clean) and not using properly.  It should only be used for disinfecting.  When used as a disinfectant, it should be left on the treated surface long enough to work as intended, and this is often not the case.  Bleach is not the only disinfectant that raises such concerns.  
· Bleach Free Disinfection and Sanitizing for Childcare by the San Francisco Asthma Task Force

Equipment
· Check the Approved Products List for FAC59 listed above.  
· MAFMA Tool Barn:  The Maintenance Information for State Facilities Professionals & Massachusetts Facilities Managers Association added green cleaning equipment. or Tom Tagan 617-727-4030 ext. 272 francis.tagan@state.ma.us. The following items have been added:  
· MondoVAP Steam Cleaning System
· Zephyr Portable Steam Cleaner
· Kaivac Restroom Cleaning Machine
· Gen-Eon Compact Generator to produce an effective cleaner or sanitizer from tap water  

Cleaning the Bathroom
Cleaning The Bathrooms:  The Toxics Reduction Task Force provides clear and simple guidance as well as additional resources on cleaning and disinfecting restroom facilities. 


Case Studies on Green Cleaning
The Chelsea Soldiers Home’s success in using green cleaners. 

Asthma
· TURI: This eight-page fact sheet is a helpful tool for those looking to target the reduction of asthma-related chemicals
· MA Department of Public Health: The Occupational Lung Disease Bulletin: Disinfecting Surfaces and Asthma reviews information about cleaning and disinfecting products, the differences between them, and the links to asthma. 
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Cleaning/Sanitizing/Disinfecting (Additional Resources)
· How to Read a Cleaning/Disinfecting Product Label 
· Janitorial Products Pollution Prevention Project - Sponsored by US EPA, State of California, Santa Clara County, the City of Richmond, and the Local Government Commission. 1999
· CDC, Environmental Cleaning & Disinfecting for MRSA
· Soap and Detergent Association Hard Surface Hygene, Disinfecting and Sanitizing Products
· Disinfectant Use in Green Cleaning Programs: by the University of Connecticut Health Care Center

Process Cleaning and Guidance for Schools: 
· Process Cleaning for Healthy Schools reviews a step-by-step process for cleaning a classroom: 
· Cleaning for Healthy Schools:  Infection Control Handbook (2010): designed to help develop and implement effective infection-control practices while minimizing the use of, and exposure to, toxic products.  It is intended to be used by school personnel, including facility managers, head custodians, administrators, nurses, and purchasing agents, when customizing their school program. 
· Green Cleaning, Sanitizing and Disinfecting: A Toolkit for Early Care and Education 

Find a Green Cleaning Product:  
· The Commonwealth’s FAC59 Approved Green Products List (to find go to www.mass.gov/epp and choose “find green products and services on statewide contract” then “pages by product”.  The first entry is for Green Cleaning Products, Programs, Equipment, Supplies and the list can be found there).  
· Inform Cleaning Products checklist reviews substance, health concerns and products they are usually found in
· Choosing Safer Products to Sanitize and Disinfect Your Home, California Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
· Certifying organizations such as Green Seal and Ecologo 
· ISSA’s Transpare online cleaning product registry
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Green Cleaning Contacts
Toxics Reduction Task Force
Operational Services Division (OSD):  
The OSD’s Environmentally Preferable Products (EPP) Purchasing Program oversees statewide contract FAC59: Environmentally Preferable Cleaning Products, Programs, Equipment, and Supplies in addition to helping with FAC67: Janitorial Services, which targets green cleaning. 
· Julia Wolfe, Co-Director Environmental Purchasing, Julia.wolfe@state.ma.us, 617-502-8836 

Toxics Use Reduction Institute (TURI)
TURI, the Toxics Use Reduction Institute, (www.turi.org) is located at the University of Massachusetts Lowell and provides resources and tools to help make the Commonwealth a safer and more sustainable place to live and work. They run the Cleaner Solutions database that provides information on tested cleaning products.  In addition, they provide technical assistance. www.heidi@turi.org
· Jason Marshall, Laboratory Director, Jason@turi.org, (978) 934-3133
· Heidi Wilcox, Laboratory Technician, Field Specialist, Heidi@turi.org, (978) 934-3249

Office of Technical Assistance and Technology (OTA):  
OTA promotes the implementation of management strategies, systems and technologies that enable organizations reduce use of toxic chemicals, prevent pollution, conserve resources, and ensure worker health and safety. 
· Rich Bizzozero, Director, rich.bizzozero@state.ma.us
· Rick Reibstein, Environmental Analyst, rick.reibstein@state.ma.us 

Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
The DEP is the state agency responsible for ensuring clean air and water, the safe management of toxics and hazards, the recycling of solid and hazardous wastes, the timely cleanup of hazardous waste sites and spills, and the preservation of wetlands and coastal resources.
· Walter Hope, Regional Planner, walter.hope@state.ma.us,  617.292.5982

Department of Labor Standards (DLS)
The mission of the Massachusetts Workplace Safety and Health Program is to prevent job-related injuries and illnesses among the Commonwealth's public sector workers.  
· Maxine Garbo, Environmental Engineer III, Maxine.garbo@state.ma.us, 617-969-7177

Department of Public Health (DPH)
The Occupational Health and Surveillance Program promotes the health, safety and quality of life of working people in Massachusetts.  
· Elise Pechter, Industrial Hygienist, elise.pechter@state.ma.us, 617 624-5681
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