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July 29, 2002

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am filing herewith for your consideration a bill entitled “An Act Making Certain Amendments to the General Appropriation Act for Fiscal Year 2003.”  This legislation proposes a number of technical corrections and other statutory modifications that will allow many agencies to maximize their limited resources and achieve savings necessary to operate with reduced Fiscal Year 2003 appropriations.

I am proposing language that would establish a three-tiered, income-based contribution system for state employee health benefit premiums.  Under this proposal, lower-paid state employees would continue to contribute 15% toward their health insurance premiums, whereas middle and higher earning employees would be asked to contribute 20% and 25%, respectively.  

In all too many instances, the Fiscal Year 2003 budget is beset by legislative earmarks, a practice that undermines the competitive procurement process and the equitable distribution of public funds.  With this legislation, I am proposing to strike the appropriation language for community policing, which includes over 134 earmarks, and replace it with unearmarked language that fully restores the competitive grant aspect of the program.  
This legislation also includes a number of outside sections necessary to achieve Fiscal Year 2003 savings and operate within the appropriation levels set by the General Appropriation Act, including:  language allowing the Department of Mental Health to use the Mental Health Information System Trust Fund to pay for on-going costs of this mission critical system; an amendment allowing higher education campuses to count capital funds received from the Division of Capital Asset Management toward the requirement that 5% of total higher education funding support capital improvements; language permitting the Department of Education to use up to $500,000 in Office of School Readiness funding for the Parent-Child Home program; a provision extending the sunset date of a trust fund at the Division of Professional Licensure that will allow them to continue to reduce the backlog of disciplinary hearings and complaints; an amendment delaying by three months the effective date of the transfer of oversight responsibilities for the commissions and boards of health from the Division of Professional Licensure to the Department of Public Health; and re-filed language that would authorize the State Racing Commission to fund additional races, in a revenue-neutral manner, consistent with the recently enacted greyhound racing legislation. 
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I urge your prompt and favorable consideration of this bill.

