The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Executive Office USERADDRESS  \* MERGEFORMAT 
state house 
 (
room 360 MACROBUTTON  

boston, ma  02133
[image: image3.png]



	        jane swift
       GOVERNOR

	


December 1, 2001

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am filing herewith for your consideration a bill recommending Fiscal Year 2002 supplemental appropriations totaling approximately $592 million.  This legislation is necessary to address a number of immediate problems in the Fiscal Year 2002 General Appropriation Act, including unavoidable deficiencies in entitlement programs, underfunded legal mandates, deficiencies in programs that are fully federally reimbursed or assessed, and other shortfalls that represent unacceptable and unnecessary cuts to critical health and human service programs.  Among the items recommended are:

· $297 million to fund required Medicaid payments;

· $62 million for the Department of Social Services to adequately fund projected foster care and group care caseloads, as well as maintain the mandated social worker caseload ratio;

· $43 million for the Department of Transitional Assistance to avoid reducing TAFDC, food stamp, and EAEDC benefits to 65,000 recipients and to ensure that 1,200 homeless families will be provided with shelter;

· $30 million for snow and ice removal;

· $29 million for the Department of Mental Retardation to continue residential and day services for mentally retarded adults and children, including $15 million for new community residential placements pursuant to the Boulet settlement;

· $23 million for the Clean Elections program, consistent with Chapter 55A of the General Laws and the voter referendum passed in November 1998;

· $16.6 million for the Department of Mental Health to prevent the closure of psychiatric units and the elimination of case management, residential, and other supportive services to children, adults, and formerly homeless individuals;

· $15.9 million for the Department of Education, including $12.5 million necessary to preserve literacy, English as a second language, and other adult basic education services for 26,000 adults;

· $14.8 million for the Department of Correction, necessary to avoid substantial layoffs throughout the Commonwealth’s correctional facilities and a severe cut in health services for inmates;

· $10.4 million for the Board of Higher Education, including $8.8 million to preserve financial aid for as many as 30,000 students at public colleges; and

· $6.4 million to ensure that the Committee for Public Counsel Services can provide legally mandated services to indigent defendant costs.

These recommendations also address the costs of a collective bargaining agreement that has recently been settled.  Thus, pursuant to Section 7 of Chapter 150E of the General Laws, I hereby submit for your consideration appropriation recommendations to fund the Fiscal Year 2002 costs contained in the collective bargaining agreement between the Board of Higher Education and the Association of Professional Administrators, MTA/NEA, covering the period July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2004.  This legislation places a total of $2,220,000 in two reserves from which funds may be transferred to Higher Education operating accounts to meet the costs of the salary adjustments and other economic benefits required by this agreement.  Copies of the agreement, and estimates of the costs thereof for Fiscal Years 2002 through 2004 will be submitted to the Committees on Ways and Means shortly.  
This legislation also includes a number of outside sections necessary to achieve Fiscal Year 2002 savings and operate within the appropriation levels set by the General Appropriation Act, including: inter-account fund transferability at the Department of Social Services; fund split adjustment language at the Departments of Social Services, Transitional Assistance, and the Office of Child Care Services necessary to maximize federal reimbursement; language extending by ten years the date by which the Commonwealth must eliminate the unfunded pension liability; and elimination of the language authorizing the carry forward into Fiscal Year 2002 of the unexpended balance of the Legislature’s line items.


Sufficient revenues are estimated to be available to finance this appropriation.  I urge your prompt and favorable consideration of this bill.

Respectfully submitted,
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