	Office of the Comptroller

One Ashburton Place

9th Floor

Boston, MA 02108

	[image: image1.png]&



Commonwealth of Massachusetts


	Executive Office for Administration and Finance

State House

Room 373

Boston, MA 02133


To:
Cabinet Secretaries, Department Heads 

Chiefs of Staff, Chief Fiscal Officers, Budget Directors, General Counsels, Massachusetts Recovery and Reinvestment Office
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Re:
Federal Grant Reporting Requirements under FFATA
At the beginning of September, the Office for Management and Budget issued a memorandum about additional reporting requirements under the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA).  The memo and attachments can be found at this link – http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/open/Executive_Compensation_Reporting_08272010.pdf.  

Departments with new federal awards as of October 1st, 2010 must follow the guidelines in this memo to register in the Federal Sub-award Reporting System (FSRS) and report information into this system by November 30th for grant activity though October 31st.

To summarize the new requirements:

· All new grants received on or after October 1, 2010 will be required to report under the new guidelines.

· Reporting will be managed through a revised federal system (FSRS), and will be displayed on USASpending.gov.  The system was released on October 29.  The federal grantor agencies will pre-populate most data elements required.  Additional information will be added by grant recipients via online data entry.  Batch uploads will be available and the Commonwealth will explore a model similar to the model we now use for ARRA  for statewide entry when this batch upload becomes available.
· Reports are required 30 days after the end of the month when the activity first occurs.  So for activity in October 2010, the reporting deadline would be November 30th.  There will be rolling monthly deadlines after that, with new award and sub-award activity reported in the month following when the award or sub-award is granted.

· Most report details will be inferred from Central Contractor Registry (CCR), or federal agency grants management and accounting systems.  Non-inferred elements that would need to be compiled and reported are (see Appendix C from the official documents for complete list of all fields):

· Award Level -- 

· Principle Place of Performance (address, city, state, zip+4, Congressional district), 

· Project Description.
· Sub-Award Level -- 

· Sub-awardee DUNs number (key), parent DUNs number, and name and address if not on CCR, 

· amount and date of sub-award, 

· Principle Place of Performance (address, city, state, zip+4, Congressional district), 

· Sub-award Number,
· Questions on federal revenue levels to determine whether sub-awardee is required to report top-5 highly compensated officials, and the data for those top 5 (that data can be inferred from CCR, so if any entities met requirement, we can require that they enter the information on CCR),
· Sub-Award Project Description,
· NOTE -- there is no sub-award spending currently required, but may be added later.
We have started thinking about the policy guidance that should be issued by CTR and ANF, and are currently considering options to support department compliance with these reporting requirements.  We have reached out to some of the Commonwealth’s largest grant recipients for their input and assessment.  
Departments should have received reporting guidance from their grantors as well as instructions on how to register for access to FSRS.  Departments, if they have not already done so, should have completed that registration and be prepared to review information pre-populated by their grantor agencies, as well as add information required for any sub-awards they have made from grants that appear on FSRS.  For all new grants awarded effective October 1st through October 31st, your reporting deadline is November 30th.
CTR has begun to store certain data elements required for this reporting, such as federal award number and award DUNS number in MMARS.  CTR and ANF will also explore the option of developing a FFATA view in the Commonwealth’s Information Warehouse (CIW); this will not be available for the initial November 30th reporting cycle.  We will advise departments when it is available.
Additional guidance from CTR and ANF will be issued soon.  In the interim, please feel free to address questions you may have regarding FFATA reporting to:

· Taneka Simmons at 617-973-2606  taneka.simmons@state.ma.us  or

· Jennifer Hewitt at 617-979-8390 jennifer.hewitt@state.ma.us
