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ATTACHMENT A 
(Firm Letterhead)

KPMG LLP
Attn:  Diana Galatian
Two Financial Center

60 South Street
Boston, MA 02111
Date

Ladies and Gentlemen:

We have audited the financial statements of Sample Entity for the [insert the period of the financial statements covered by the audit report], and you have asked us to furnish you with the following information because you will express an opinion on the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts which contains consolidated statements for Component Units and State Colleges and Universities, one of which is Sample Entity.

We are familiar with independence requirements of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA). As far as Sample Entity and [insert the name of other entities as appropriate] are concerned, our firm has been, for the period covered by the financial statements under report and thereafter to date, in fact independent as contemplated by such AICPA requirements.
Pursuant to the request of the Office of the Comptroller of the Commonwealth, we have attached a letter addressed to you and to the Comptroller of the Commonwealth that describes relationships that we have determined may reasonably be thought to bear on our independence.

We also acknowledge that:

1.
We are aware you will rely on our opinion on Sample Entity’s financial statements for the [insert period of the financial statements covered by our audit report] in expressing your opinion on the CAFR of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

2.
We are familiar with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) in the United States of America and the standards of the Government Accountability Office and have conducted our audit and reported in accordance therewith.

3.
We have knowledge of the relevant financial reporting requirements for statements and schedules to be filed with regulatory agencies.

4. 
We have not provided any non-audit services, as defined in the Government Auditing Standards, to (Insert Name of Sample Entity), or if you have provided non-audit services to (Sample Entity or Authority) you must acknowledge this representation as follows: “I/We have provided the following non-audit services to (Any Sample Entity or Authority) and have attached to this letter a copy of the engagement letter (or equivalent document) for each such service. (Insert a listing that provides a brief description of each non-audit service). I/We believe none of these services creates an impairment to our independence as defined in the Government Auditing Standards.”  
(Please enclose a copy of the engagement letter (or equivalent document) for each of the non-audit services listed in your acknowledgement.) 
Very truly yours,

(signed) Example Accounting Firm

