MASSACHUSETTS RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE
Rule 1. Scope of Rules
Current language of Rule 1:

These rules govern the procedure before a single justice of the Supreme Judicial Court or
of the Appeals Court, and in the following departments of the Trial Court: the Superior Court,
the Housing Court, the Probate and Family Court in proceedings seeking equitable relief, the
Juvenile Court in proceedings seeking equitable relief, in the Land Court, in the District Court
and in the Boston Municipal Court, in all suits of a civil nature whether cognizable as cases at
law or in equity, with the exceptions stated in Rule 81. They shall be construed to secure the
just, speedy and inexpensive determination of every action. As used in these rules the following
terms shall be deemed to have the following meanings:

"Superior Court" shall mean the Superior Court Department of the Trial Court, or a
session thereof for holding court.

"Housing Court" shall mean a division of the Housing Court Department of the Trial
Court, or a session thereof for holding court.

"Probate Court" shall mean a division of the Probate and Family Court Department of the
Trial Court, or a session thereof for holding court.

"Land Court" shall mean the Land Court Department of the Trial Court, or a session
thereof for holding court.

"District Court" or "Municipal Court" shall mean a division of the District Court
Department of the Trial Court, or a session thereof for holding court; except when the context
means something to the contrary, said words shall include the Boston Municipal Court
Department.

"Municipal Court of the City of Boston" or "Boston Municipal Court" shall mean a
division of the Boston Municipal Court Department of the Trial Court, or a session thereof for
holding court.

"Juvenile Court™ shall mean the Juvenile Court Department of the Trial Court, or a
session thereof for holding court.

Strike second sentence of the first paragraph and replace with the following sentence:

They should be construed, administered, and employed by the court and the parties to
secure the just, speedy, and inexpensive determination of every action and proceeding.



Make the third sentence of the first paragraph into a new paragraph.

Resulting new rule:

These rules govern the procedure before a single justice of the Supreme Judicial Court or
of the Appeals Court, and in the following departments of the Trial Court: the Superior Court,
the Housing Court, the Probate and Family Court in proceedings seeking equitable relief, the
Juvenile Court in proceedings seeking equitable relief, in the Land Court, in the District Court
and in the Boston Municipal Court, in all suits of a civil nature whether cognizable as cases at
law or in equity, with the exceptions stated in Rule 81. They should be construed, administered,
and employed by the court and the parties to secure the just, speedy, and inexpensive
determination of every action and proceeding.

As used in these rules the following terms shall be deemed to have the following
meanings:

“Superior Court” shall mean the Superior Court Department of the Trial Court, or a
session thereof for holding court.

"Housing Court" shall mean a division of the Housing Court Department of the Trial
Court, or a session thereof for holding court.

"Probate Court" shall mean a division of the Probate and Family Court Department of the
Trial Court, or a session thereof for holding court.

"Land Court" shall mean the Land Court Department of the Trial Court, or a session
thereof for holding court.

"District Court" or "Municipal Court" shall mean a division of the District Court
Department of the Trial Court, or a session thereof for holding court; except when the context
means something to the contrary, said words shall include the Boston Municipal Court
Department.

"Municipal Court of the City of Boston" or "Boston Municipal Court" shall mean a
division of the Boston Municipal Court Department of the Trial Court, or a session thereof for
holding court.

"Juvenile Court™ shall mean the Juvenile Court Department of the Trial Court, or a
session thereof for holding court.



