MASSACHUSETTS RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE
Rule 77. Courts and Clerks
DRAFT Reporter’s Notes--2017

The 2017 amendment to Rule 77(d) adds electronic means as an option in addition to
mail for the clerk to provide notice of an order or judgment to a party. The clerk may send
notice to an attorney’s e-mail address on file with the Board of Bar Overseers; to an e-mail
address that the attorney or party has provided pursuant to a court order or court rule; or to an e-
mail address that an attorney or party has provided to the clerk for that purpose. As in the case
of mail notice, the clerk must make a note on the docket of the electronic notice. Where
electronic notice is given, the clerk need not provide notice by mail.

The rule contains provisions to address the situation where a self-represented litigant has
not provided an e-mail address or no longer desires to receive electronic notice or where an
attorney is not required to provide an e-mail address with the Board of Bar Overseers.



