MASSACHUSETTS RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

Rule 1. Scope of Rules
Reporter’s Notes--2016

The amendment to Rule 1, adopted from the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, changed
the second sentence of the first paragraph so that it reads: “They [the Massachusetts Rules of
Civil Procedure] should be construed, administered, and employed by the court and the parties to
secure the just, speedy, and inexpensive determination of every action and proceeding.”

The purpose of the change was to acknowledge that both the court and the parties have
the obligation to employ the rules for the purposes set forth.



