A Note on the Paper Stock

OR
“PriNTED ON REcYCLED PAPER” - WHAT DoEs IT MEAN?

EAcH YEAR, MORE THAN 2 BILLION BOOKS, 350 MILLION MAGAZINES, AND
24 billion newspapers ARE PUBLISHED. The average American uses approximately one
100-foot-tall Douglas fir tree worth of paper and wood products annually. Across the United
States, close to 35% of the solid waste collected by municipalities is made up of paper
products. These days, most cities and towns have regular recycling days, and most schools,

businesses, government agencies, and municiple buildings have recycling programs in place.

But what happens to the recycled paper? Paper that is clean and dry (be it from
magazines, old telephone directories, cereal boxes, shopping bags, books, newspaper, or
cardboard containers) can be turned into fibers that can be used to make new paper products.
In 2007, nearly 37% of the fiber used to make new paper products came from recycled
fiber.* This is great, but this number could be greater if the demand for recycled paper increased.

THERE ARE THINGS EVERYONE CAN DO TO INCREASE THE DEMAND FOR RECYCLED PAPER.
If you make purchasing decisions in your home, school, or office, always buy paper with the
highest recycled content that your project and budget will allow (ironicalb), recycled paper can cost up to
109 more than its virgin counterpart). Send notes (on recycled paper of course), email, or call magazines and
newspapers you subscribe to requesting that they use recycled paper. (For more ideas, see http://

www.conservatree.org/learn/CanDo. shtml.)

*SOURGE: HTTP://WWW.EPA.GOV/O SW/CONSERVE/MATERIALS/PAPER/FAQS.HTM
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