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Re:  Ocean Resources Management Act
Working Draft of Recommendations dated 1/27/04

I have read the working draft of the regulations. [As someone active in the marine
construction industry]. I have the following comments:

#1: Comprehensive Act

The stated pragmatic goal of the recommendations is to keep fisheries management
“independent under the jurisdiction of the Division of Marine Fisheries™. However. how
can you develop a comprehensive “Ocean Resource Management Plan™ if you don’t
include fisheries management. especially in the context of a statute which seeks to give
the Secretary of the EOEA the “statutory authority to designate and protect™ certain
Marine Protected Areas? The recommendation states that fisheries managers and industry
representatives will have an “integral role”. What does that mean? Who governs in a
dispute?

The justification for the Comprehensive Act is weak. We're told that “recent proposals to
construct energy and telecommunications infrastructure and other projects™ in state
waters have revealed “gaps. overlaps and inconsistencies”. By requiring an Ocean
Management Plan. the Commonwealth will adopt a “proactive approach to managing
ocean resources . rather than the current approach of “reacting to proposed projects on a
first-come first-served basis™.

e What exactly is the “gap™ If Task Force can’t answer. the reference should be
removed.

e This Act is directed at Cape Wind. which is located in federal waters. except for a
portion of the submerged transmission bale in state waters. The only projects






