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The Alliance to Protect Nantucket Sound congratulates the Ocean Management Task
Force on its insightful and far reaching proposals to establish a sensible framework for
state governance of-our ocean resources. The current gap in state and federal policies and
regulations to manage the offshore environment is inviting the same kind of unplanned
and careless development that virtually every city and town in the commonwealth is now
trving to rectify. We are standing on the edge of the next frontier, the development of the
offshore lands held in public trust, that now beckon private developers with enticing
promises of profit. but which first and foremost belong to the residents and taxpayers of
the state and the country as a whole. The Alliance is particularly supportive of the
recommendation to adopt an Ocean Resource Management Act. and enthusiastically
urges the Task Force to stress the importance of this action in its final recommendations
to the Governor.

The actions that tlow from the recommendations of the Task Force will have a profound
impact on the future of our coastal resource areas. They must be developed and
implemented in a timely and complete manner since many development proposals that
should be captured under new state management initiatives are already in the pipeline. Of
particular concern to the Alliance is the Cape Wind proposal to develop a sprawling wind
energy facility on 24 square miles of public trust land in Nantucket Sound. It has been the
continued position of the Alliance that before any permit is considered for this project. a
comprehensive plan for offshore wind energy development be prepared and
implemented. There is no question that a flood of wind energy permit applications for the
Massachusetts coast are sure to follow the CapeWind proposal, and all of them, including
CapeWind, must be considered in a logical and comprehensive manner that first and
foremost protects and optimizes the public interest.

At this juncture we call upon Governor Romney and the Ocean Management Task Force
to request that the Army Corps of Engineers suspend its review of the CapeWind project
until an Ocean Resource Management Plan is in place that provides specific guidance to
the state’s regulatory agencies on the management of ocean resources, and establishes the
standards and guidelines by which any development in the offshore environment shall
proceed. If the Army Corps review process continues, the die will be cast for extensive
and scattershot development of our offshore resources, at great cost to the taxpayers of
the Commonwealth and the country.






