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RANDOLPH MAN ARRESTED FOR MISLEADING POLICE INVESTIGATION INTO
BRIDGEWATER HOMICIDE

BROCKTON - A Randolph man has been arrested and charged with misleading the
police investigation into the murder and disposal of a victim found dead and burned in
Bridgewater, Plymouth County District Attorney Timothy J. Cruz announced today.

State Police assigned to the District Attorney’s Office and Bridgewater Police arrested
Ovi Cruz (DOB: 04/23/85) last night at his Randolph apartment. He was charged with one count
of misleading a police investigation. His bail was set at $5,040 and he is scheduled to be
arraigned on the charge in Brockton District Court on Monday.

Bridgewater Police responded to a 911 call at approximately 11:40 pm November 3" for
a fire burning on the west side of the MBTA train tracks and determined it was a human body
burning. The victim was later identified as 29-year-old Ashley Bortner of New Jersey. Her body
was burned and she was found in a comforter with her hands and feet bound by electrical cord.

On November 24, State Police obtained an arrest warrant for Fernando Owens (DOB:
9/4/72) of Dorchester for Bortner’s murder. He remains at large. A Manchester, N.H. married
couple have additionally been charged with misleading investigators and Accessory After the
Fact of Murder. Julian Squires (DOB: 12/08/74) and Shannon Squires (DOB: 07/04/76) remain
in custody on those charges.

Investigators interviewed Cruz who said he did not know Owens very well but had
spoken to him once. Cell phone records obtained by police show that Cruz placed multiple calls
to Owens on November 3™ and 4™, the day Bortner’s burned body was found.

State Police have received numerous tips on this case. Anyone with any information on
the whereabouts of Fernando Owens is encouraged to contact State Police at 508-947-8087 or
Bridgewater Police at 508-697-6118.

This remains an active and ongoing investigation by State Police assigned to the District
Attorney’s Office and Bridgewater Police. MBTA Police and Boston Police assisted with the
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investigation. Assistant District Attorneys Jessica Elumba and Brian Fahy are prosecuting the
case.
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