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Massachusetts

D



Department of Conservation and Recreation

Stewardship Council Meeting

March 2, 2006
Community Boating Building, Boston, MA  

Meeting Minutes 

Stewardship Councilors in Attendance: Chairman Dick Cross; Councilors Laura Johnson, Henry Lee, Whitney Hatch, Christina Crowley and Richard Ward.
Public Attendees: Renata von Tscharner, Charles River Conservancy; Mike Ryan, Friends of the Fells; Steve Olanoff, Friends of the Blue Hills; Herb Nolan, Esplanade Association; Bill Hocking, Borderland State Park Advisory Council; Kate Bowditch, Charles River Watershed Association; Ellie Lovejoy, Mt. Washington, MA; Eleanor Tillinghest, Mt. Washington; and Jim Donovan, Friends of Evans Field.
DCR Staff in Attendance: Commissioner Stephen Burrington, Leslie Luchonok, Marianne Fleckner, Margie Lynch, Tracy Lawrence, Tricia Singer, Nikki Belmonte, Joe Rotondo, and Jack Donahue.

I. Call To Order (12:25 p.m.), Chairman Dick Cross
a. Chairman Cross reconfirmed three Strategic Goals which are: to have an agency capable of delivering world class conservation and recreation services; to demonstrate progress towards world class parks; and to generate public appreciation and support for the resources we manage.

II. Commissioner’s Report, Commissioner Stephen Burrington
a. DCR working towards improved urban recreational facilities
i. New housing opportunities in urban communities are arising, but there is a lack of operational recreation facilities in these areas key to the well being of the community.  Cass Rink in Roxbury is a good example.  DCR is in the process of catching up on repairing these facilities.
ii. DCR is working with communities to ensure that suitable and sustainable water recreation is explored.  Spray pools are the future of water recreation, however operations of these facilities are different for every city.

iii. Rink operations are a one size fits all operation.  The long term lease program for 12 remaining urban rinks still operated by DCR was pitched to legislature this week.  Approximately 50 full time employees will be freed up, a significant opportunity for DCR and the public.
b. Welcome to Tricia Singer, new Chief of Staff, and Tracy Lawrence, new Director of External Affairs and Parks Partnerships
III.
Committee Updates and Meeting Schedules

a. Resource Management Plan Committee & Mt. Everett Resource Management Plan Presentation, Leslie Luchonok
i. Mr. Luchonok gave a PowerPoint presentation on Mt. Everett’s summit plan, highlighting the planning process, public concerns, findings and recommendations.  

ii. Mt. Everett is one of 7 ongoing plans pursuant to the legislation for Baseline Resource Management Plan initiative.  The Mt. Everett plan was required by MEPA to focus on the summit area.

iii. 70 public comments were submitted on the plan.  All reflected a clear and strong appreciation of Mt. Everett, support for the protection of the summit’s ecology and for a balance of recreational use.  Twenty comments supported construction of a viewing platform.
iv. The priority findings include unique and uncommon flora and fauna at the summit and the primary uses of the summit are hiking and scenic viewing.
v. Recommendations include zoning the area within criteria #1 (unique and exemplary resources and species) and therefore limiting certain activities, and using vegetation control methods to manage viewsheds instead of constructing a viewing platform.
Councilor Lee congratulated Mr. Luchonok and the DCR team for their work.  He applauded the plan which despite the lack of existing data clearly lays out the management challenges and provides options to deal with issues.  

Councilor Lee recommended the Mt. Everett Resource Management Plan for approval by the Council, seconded by Councilor Hatch.  All Council members voted in favor.

b. Motion to Approve Council Meeting Minutes from 10/27/05, 12/02/05 and 01/27/06 – All in favor. 
c. Finance Committee

i. Councilor Hatch stated that the committee will take a closer look the House 2 FY07 budget to compare it with authorized FY06 levels and will make recommendations of actions via email.

d. Policy Committee 

i. Councilor Johnson stated that the committee is focusing on policy integration as a result of the merger of the two agencies, figuring out the difference between internal and external policies, and considering what the correct role and level of involvement the Stewardship Council should have. 
ii. Committee will convene before the next meeting and will work with Tricia Singer.
IV.
Storrow Drive Tunnel Reconstruction Community Presentation, Karl Haglund
a. Mr. Haglund gave a PowerPoint presentation which can be viewed at www.mass.gov/dcr/storrowdrive.htm which includes construction impacts, draft criteria for a preferred design option and animated models of the present and future options for future traffic flow. 

b. The tunnel is being monitored regularly and does not present an imminent safety hazard.

c. Traffic analyses are being completed to predict where traffic will go during construction.

d. DCR is committed to providing real people to return calls, post construction schedule, and explain the review process.  Mar. 27 and 29 meetings will narrow down options and provide information on costs.
e. Project contacts: www.mass.gov/dcr/storrowdrive.htm or 617-626-4973.  For questions on the public process, please contact Nancy Farrell at Regina Villa Associates 617-357-5772 or info@reginavilla.com.
Councilor Lee inquired about the connection of the Longfellow bridge construction project with Storrow Drive.  Commissioner Burrington responded that it is essential for peak construction times not to occur at same time.  The BU bridge and Bowker overpass construction will be upcoming as well.
Councilor Lee commented on the use of historical analysis in the presentation that will ensure integration of improvements to Esplanade. 

Commissioner Burrington applauded Mr. Haglund and the Storrow Drive tunnel team, noting that the February public meetings were a success.
Councilor Hatch inquired about capital allocations to for the tunnel and bridge projects.  Commissioner Burrington stated that the state Administration & Finance Department and the Governor are committed to have the projects covered by state transportation bonds, but not all of the bridges are covered under these. A&F will begin scheduling bridge reconstruction projects.
VI.
Public comment
a. Ellie Lovejoy of Mt. Washington stated that the towns involved in the Mt. Everett Resource Management Plan appreciated the way project was handled and is impressed with DCR’s new attitude.  She commented that the towns’ concerns were addressed with thoughtfulness and respect, and the Select Board is committed to resolving the issues at Mt. Everett as a team with DCR.  .  

b. Kate Bowditch of Charles River Watershed Association stated that she hopes stormwater planning will be integrated with resource management plans and that the Stewardship Council helps evolve this relationship.  Ms. Bowditch also complimented DCR’s public process for the Storrow Drive tunnel project, noting that this the thoughtful process is a great change for the agency.  Finally Ms. Bowditch suggested that the Stewardship Council continue to make DCR’s issues and processes transparent to the public, especially in areas such as finance and the budgetary process.  

c. Renata von Tscharner from the Charles River Conservancy encouraged DCR to expand their criteria for choosing a design option for Storrow Drive to parklands and the region as a whole, and to consider all modes of transportation and recreational activities.
d. Herb Nolan of the Esplanade Association commented on the opportunity that is arising for improving the Esplanade through reconstructing Storrow Drive.  The  EA Board will be considering the future of the Esplanade in the upcoming months and is impressed by the connections being made and considerations of noise levels being taken by DCR.

e. Bill Hocking of the Borderland Chair Advisory Council stated that parks should be allowed to retain their own revenue, as park visitors are willing to accept fees if they are going toward the park as opposed to a general fund.  

Chairman Cross closed the meeting by thanking everyone for an inspiring session. 

Meeting adjourned 2:03
