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Massachusetts

D



Department of Conservation and Recreation

Stewardship Council Meeting

December 2, 2005

Community Boating Building, Boston, MA  

Meeting Minutes 

Stewardship Council in Attendance: Chairman Dick Cross; Councilors Julian Agyeman, Christina Crowley, Michael Dutton, Whitney Hatch, Laura Johnson, and Henry Lee. 
Public Attendees: Renata von Tscharner, Charles River Conservancy, Mike Ryan, Friends of the Fells; Kate Bowditch, Charles River Watershed Association; Elsie Fiore, Coalition for Alewife; Claudia Torrens, Metro West Daily News; Anne Kornofski; Becky Smith, Clean Water Action; Shirley Brown, Protect Our Water Resources; and Nancy Goodman, Environmental League of MA. 
DCR Staff Attendees: Commissioner Stephen Burrington, Secretary Stephen Pritchard, Tom LaRosa, Josh Bagnato, Marianne Fleckner, Ron Cameron, Leslie Luchonok, Thom Dugan, Lauren Curtis and Joe Rotondo. 

I. Call To Order (1:10 p.m.), Chairman Dick Cross
a. Chairman Cross reminded the Councilors that the Oversight Strategy needs to be finalized and will be posted on the DCR Stewardship Council website.

b. Chairman Cross asked the Councilors to consider what did and did not work well for the Council as the end of the first year approaches and what accomplishments they envision for the upcoming 2006 year.  
II. Commissioner’s Report, Commissioner Stephen Burrington
a. DCR Annual Report
i. The Annual Report intends to convey DCR’s organization building and on-the-ground progress.  A lot of good work went into the Report by the staff.
ii. The Commissioner asked the Council for feedback.
b. Capital Projects

i. There is a $750-850 million backlog in capital projects, many of which are reconstruction projects.

ii. The Storrow Drive tunnel project is one of the most serious projects in the backlog.  The tunnel will be designed by DCR and paid for by federal transportation monies.  With 100,000 vehicles traveling on Storrow Drive per day and the condition of the tunnel worsening, the project cannot wait any longer.  Public meetings will be conducted to keep all parties updated on the planning progress.  DCR will present 3 options.
c. Operations

i. Skating rinks are all up and running including those with long term leases.  There is a demand for ice time from 7:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m.

ii. Charles River Dam operator Bill Goda has reported that the pumps and lubrication systems are damaged.  A multi-year capital plan will be put together to fix this.
Councilor Crowley asked the Commissioner about the LNG proposal.  The Commissioner stated that a letter was sent to Senator Hedlund stating that the MEPA process should be followed before any legislation calling for industrial use of Outer Brewster Island is filed.  He also stated that an alternatives analysis is a necessary part of the MEPA process.  
Councilor Johnson pointed out that the Annual Report was noted in the Oversight Strategy. 

III. 
Follow Up Items

a. Approval of Oversight Strategy

i. Chairman Cross thanked the Massachusetts Forests and Parks Partnership for their letter suggesting the renaming of budget planning section to include “Capital and Operating” instead of just “Capital.”
ii. Elsie Fiore commented that she has not been able to comment.
iii. Councilor Hatch officially submitted the Oversight Strategy.






IV.
Committee Updates and Meeting Schedules
a. Policy Committee
i. Councilors Agyeman and Johnson will serve as co-chairs.

b. Finance Committee

i. Councilor Hatch noted that the Letter of Transmittal for FY07 Budget approval varies very little from the PowerPoint presentation from the previous meeting.  He continued by reading the letter aloud and asking for feedback.

ii. 
iii. Marianne Fleckner, Deputy Commissioner of Administration and Finance, noted that the former DEM and former MDC used different software.  

iv. Chairman Cross motioned to submit the Letter of Transmittal, seconded by Councilors Lee and Crowley.  
v. Motion to submit Oversight Strategy to Secretary Pritchard.
c. Resource Management Plan Committee

i. Councilor Lee stated that the two pilot baseline resource management plan projects are underway at Stony Brook Reservation and Leominster State Forest.
V. Looking ahead: Goals for 2006
a. Chairman Cross asked the Councilors what their objectives for 2006 are and what milestones should be met to progress towards delivering a world class parks system. Chairman Cross emphasized that identifying these objectives needs to be done over the next 12 months.

b. Councilor Agyeman posed the question, how can DCR have a world class park without a world class parks system?

c. Councilor Hatch reiterated the previous question, also noting that the public needs to know what a world class parks system is.  
d. 
e. The Commissioner posed the question: what should the scope of the agency be?  Parks and recreation are only part of our responsibility.
f. 
g. 
h. Meeting Schedule
i. Chairman Cross asked the Councilors for ideas on streamlining future meetings. 

ii. 
iii. The last Friday of each month has been identified for meetings, except for the months of May, June, July and August. The meeting before Memorial Day weekend shall occur on May 26 and the meeting before July 4th weekend shall occur on June 29.  
VI. Approval of Minutes 
VII. June 24, 2005, July 28, 2005 and August 26, 2005
a.  minutes approved.

b. October minutes not ready yet.

VIII. Other Issues

a. Savoy State Forest will reopen this spring. 

b. January 27 will be the next Stewardship Council meeting.
c. 
IX. Public Comment
a. Anne Kornofski and Shirley Brown submitted a document regarding the use of herbicides to control invasive vegetation in DCR water bodies, specifically at Lake Cochituate.  Ms. Kornofski stated her case against the use of herbicides. Ms. Kornofski asked the Council to help set a precedent within the agency against the use of herbicides.  Chairman Cross asked the Commissioner
i. 
ii. 
b. 
c.  for a report on invasive vegetation control mechanisms.
d. Kate Bowditch suggested the Council review the Muddy River project’s gap analysis and ideas on seamless management.  Ms. Bowditch also suggested the Green Ribbon report that was included might be able to inform the Council.
Secondly, Ms. Bowditch notified the Council that Charles River Watershed Association and Conservation Law Foundation filed a 90-day intent to sue regarding the stormwater Memorandum of Agreement.  MOA outlined goals and milestones which were not adhered to.  Ms. Bowditch commended Rob Lowell’s efforts for the DCR stormwater program.

e. Elsie Fiore stated her concern for the combined sewage overflow issues at Alewife Brook Reservation.  
Meeting Adjourned 3:01 p.m.

