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DCR BEGINS REPAIRS ON BU BRIDGE
One Boston-to-Cambridge lane will be closed to vehicles

The Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) is set to begin repairs on the BU
Bridge that will require one Cambridge-bound lane to be closed to vehicles.

Effective this evening, the downstream sidewalk (on the side with Boston-to-Cambridge
vehicular traffic) will close. The adjoining Boston-to-Cambridge traffic lane also will close to
vehicular traffic, but will be open for pedestrians and cyclists.

“We know these lane and sidewalk closings will be inconvenient, but in the interest of public
safety, these repairs have to be made,” said DCR Commissioner Richard K. Sullivan Jr. “We
appreciate the public’s patience as this work moves forward.”

A recent inspection by TranSystems identified two structural elements under the roadway and
sidewalk that need to be repaired. DCR’s design contractor, STV Inc. of Boston, will design
the repairs, and Unified Contractor Inc. of Melrose will start the work as early as next week.

In the meantime, and during the work, the downstream sidewalk will be closed to all
pedestrians, and the right-hand Boston-to-Cambridge lane will be closed to vehicles and
reserved for pedestrians.

As part of Governor Patrick’s $3 billion Accelerated Bridge Program, aimed at quickly
repairing the Commonwealth’s most neglected bridges, DCR is currently soliciting bids for a
full rehabilitation of the BU Bridge. A contract for that work, estimated to cost about $20
million, is expected to be awarded in June, and work would begin in fall 20009.

The current repairs, expected to cost about $100,000 and be completed three weeks, also will
be funded through the Accelerated Bridge Program. The downstream sidewalk is expected to
remain closed during the full bridge rehabilitation. The upstream sidewalk, which has been
undergoing repairs, is expected to reopen later this month.

To learn more about the Accelerated Bridge Program, visit www.mass.gov/acceleratedbridges.

To learn more about DCR projects, visit www.mass.gov/dcr/projects.
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