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For Immediate Release: June 16, 2011 

DCR to Hold Public Meeting on Bradley Palmer State 
Park Pedestrian/Equestrian Bridge 

WHAT:   The Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) has scheduled a public meeting 
on Wednesday, June 29 to present DCR’s plans for restoring the pedestrian/equestrian 
bridge, which is currently closed for safety reasons and serves as a vital trail link for 
DCR Bradley Palmer State Park and Willowdale State Forest. Construction is expected 
to begin in July 2011. DCR will manage the repair project as a part of the ongoing 
Patrick-Murray Administration’s Accelerated Bridge Program (ABP). 

The goal of the project is to make repairs to a deteriorated pier and replace the wooden 
deck and railings of a two-span bridge that crosses the Ipswich River and provides 
recreational access to pedestrians and equestrians between Bradley Palmer State Park 
(BPSP), located in Hamilton and Topsfield, and Willowdale State Forest, located to the 
north of BPSP in Ipswich.  The pier was damaged due to scour and ice, which has 
caused considerable loss of mortar and fieldstone on the upstream side of the pier. 

WHEN:      Wednesday, June 29, 6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

WHERE:         Ipswich Town Hall, 2nd Floor, Room A, 25 Green Street, Ipswich   

### 
 
The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, 
dams, and parkways. Led by Commissioner Edward M. Lambert Jr., the agency’s mission is to protect, promote, 
and enhance our common wealth of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our 
facilities, and our programs, please visit www.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us. 
 
Follow Secretary Sullivan on Twitter .............................. twitter.com/massEEA  
View videos on You Tube ............................................... www.youtube.com/MassEEA 
View downloadable photographs on Flickr ..................... www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/ 
Visit the Energy Smarts blog .......................................... www.mass.gov/blog/energy  
Visit The Great Outdoors blog ........................................ www.mass.gov/blog/environment 
Visit our website ............................................................. www.mass.gov/dcr 
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