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BOSTON WBZ-TV 4 PHOTOGRAPHER RECEIVES AWARD FOR 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO WILDFIRE PREVENTION & EDUCATION
BOSTON:  Nat Whittemore, a career photographer for Boston’s WBZ-TV Channel 4 from Wellesley, was honored today by the Northeast Forest Fire Protection Commission (NFFPC) as recipient of their annual Outstanding Service Award in recognition of his commitment toward furthering the public’s education to the threat from wildfire.  The award was presented during activities announcing Governor Mitt Romney’s proclamation of April 17-23, 2005 as Forest Fire Awareness Week in Massachusetts.  
The NFFPC is made up of fire officials from the six New England states, New York, the provinces of Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and the New England National Forests.   Members work together in promoting an increased awareness of forest fire danger.  Whittemore’s is the only NFFPC award being given in 2005.

During ceremonies today at the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) Breakheart Reservation in Saugus, Whittemore received his award and recognition from DCR Acting Chief Fire Warden Philip Gilmore and Smokey Bear. Although this nomination is submitted for consideration of Nat’s coverage during the Northeast Forest Fire Protection Commission’s 2004 Forest Fire Awareness Week, his commitment to the cause goes back more than 40 years. 

The NFFPC is honoring Whittemore for his knowledge of the Wildland Fire Urban Interface (WUI) and wildfire, calling his media coverage “ an added weapon to the Massachusetts’ Bureau of Forest Fire Control’s prevention and suppression arsenal.”   
Chief Fire Warden Gilmore noted that Whittemore’s participation in a wildfire suppression training course alongside members of the Massachusetts Wildfire Team and his coverage and presence at key fires and WUI prescription burns has been an integral factor in acceptance by the public and various fire departments of the efforts towards educating them to the benefits of fire hazard mitigation practices.  Several years ago, during what the US Forest Service dubbed the “Historic Year of Wildfire,” Whittemore and WBZ-TV Channel 4 accompanied the Massachusetts Wildfire Team to a wildfire in Wyoming and sent back coverage leading to better understanding of wildfire and the work of the Massachusetts crew.vsc  Additional information can be found at: www.mass.gov/dem/programs/firecont   Related links: www.nffpc.org or www.firewise.org    
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