[image: image1.png]department of

Conservation and Recreation

dcr




[image: image2.png]COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS ¢« EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS



[image: image3.png]251 Causeway Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02114
(617) 626-1250

(617) 626-1351 FAX

www.mass.gov/dcr

MITT ROMNEY

Governor

KERRY HEALEY

Lt. Governor

ELLEN ROY HERZFELDER

Secretary

STEPHEN R. PRITCHARD

Acting Commissioner






For Immediate Release


CONTACTS:

Phil Gilmore

April 21, 2005
508-889-4125 
413-292-9944










Roxanne Savoie










508-769-2325










413-538-9092 

STATE LIFTS OPEN FIRE BURNING BAN 

 ENCOURAGES HOMEOWNERS TO USE CAUTION 

BOSTON:  Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) Director of State Parks and Recreation Priscilla Geigis announced today that as of 9:00 a.m. the ban placed on open fire burning and prescription burns in all communities across the state has been rescinded.  “We wish to allow those homeowners who still need time, the opportunity to participate in the legal season for permitted open burning,” Geigis said.  “It is critical that those participating in permitted open burning and prescribed burning continue to be aware of the increased risk of these fires going out of control.”   

In Massachusetts, the legal permitted open burning season ends on May 1st.
DCR’s Acting Chief Fire Warden Phil Gilmore noted that the recent rain, the drop in temperature, and a rise in relative humidity has been an immense help in reducing the fire danger level.  “Should next week’s precipitation fall short of predictions, the ban may need to be reinstated for the remainder of open burning season,” said Gilmore.
 The ban was first issued as a result of prolonged periods of dry weather and national weather forecasts that called for hot, dry and windy weather conditions.  April is historically the month in which forest fire danger is the highest.  Massachusetts promotes the third full week of this month as “Forest Fire Awareness Week” to encourage its citizenry to have an increased awareness of the dangers posed by forest fire.  
For additional information on permitted open burning and fire danger levels, contact municipal fire departments or DCR’s district fire wardens.
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