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DCR Mission Statement

To protect, promote and enhance our 
common wealth of natural, cultural and 

recreational resources.



•• DCR Allocates $755,000 DCR Allocates $755,000 
for new parks project for for new parks project for 
FY 2009 FY 2009 

•• Applications are accepted Applications are accepted 
from Friends groups and from Friends groups and 
other park advocacy other park advocacy 
groups, civic and groups, civic and 
community organizations, community organizations, 
institutions, businesses institutions, businesses 
and individuals and individuals 

•• Program is funded through Program is funded through 
DCR's five year capital DCR's five year capital 
budgetbudget

DCR Partnerships Matching Funds Program



•• Design Funding in Design Funding in 
Partnership with:Partnership with:
–– Wellesley NRC gift Wellesley NRC gift 

fundsfunds
–– Wellesley trails fundsWellesley trails funds
–– Newton ConservatorsNewton Conservators
–– Newton Bicycle/ Newton Bicycle/ 

Pedestrian Task ForcePedestrian Task Force
–– Charles River Charles River 

Watershed AssociationWatershed Association
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•• Convert an unusable DCR Convert an unusable DCR 
property into a safe, property into a safe, 
passive recreation areapassive recreation area

•• Provide carProvide car--free access free access 
from Wellesley Lower from Wellesley Lower 
Falls to Newton Lower Falls to Newton Lower 
FallsFalls

•• Community CohesionCommunity Cohesion

•• Maintain historic integrityMaintain historic integrity

Project Goals



Design Consultant

BEALS AND THOMAS, INC.

••Founded in 1984, Massachusetts basedFounded in 1984, Massachusetts based
firmfirm

••Engineering, Landscape Architecture,   Engineering, Landscape Architecture,   
design, planning, and surveying services design, planning, and surveying services 

••Specializing in supporting the Specializing in supporting the 
development and conservation of land development and conservation of land 
and water resourcesand water resources



•• Phase IPhase I
–– Conduct a property line survey of the route from Conduct a property line survey of the route from 

Wellesley to Concord StreetWellesley to Concord Street
–– Create conceptual drawings of the approachesCreate conceptual drawings of the approaches
–– Provide planning information necessary to implement Provide planning information necessary to implement 

Phase IIPhase II

•• Phase IIPhase II
–– Complete detailed design and construction efforts to Complete detailed design and construction efforts to 

restore the approaches from Wellesley to Concord restore the approaches from Wellesley to Concord 
StreetStreet

–– Install amenitiesInstall amenities

Scope of Work



Project Location



Existing Conditions - Newton



Existing Conditions - Newton



Existing Conditions – DCR Bridge



Existing Conditions - Wellesley



Existing Conditions - Wellesley



Existing Conditions - Wellesley



Path Form and LayoutPath Form and Layout
Historic InterpretationHistoric Interpretation

Ecological InterpretationEcological Interpretation
HardscapeHardscape
SoftscapeSoftscape

Site FurnishingsSite Furnishings
Low Impact DevelopmentLow Impact Development

Considering the Design Elements



Path Form and Layout

Geometric



Path Form and Layout

Natural



Education and Historic InterpretationEducation and Historic Interpretation



Historic Interpretation



Ecological Interpretation



Softscape



Hardscape



Site Furnishings



Signage



Low Impact Development



Entry Views

View from Washington Street, Wellesley
*Architectural rendering of proposed retail facility courtesy of NDNE Lower Falls, LLC



Entry Views

View of proposed entry on Concord Street, Newton side



Approach View

View looking toward proposed entry on Concord Street, 
Newton side



Bridge Views

View of Charles River at renovated bridge



•• Break out into groups to provide input on Break out into groups to provide input on 
optionsoptions

•• Groups report back on input received Groups report back on input received 

•• Summary of Group report findingsSummary of Group report findings

Public Discussion & Summary



QuestionsQuestions
•• What surfaces would you like to see for the sections of the What surfaces would you like to see for the sections of the 

approaches?approaches?
•• Do you want the approaches to be accessible in the winter?Do you want the approaches to be accessible in the winter?
•• What is the desired character of the approaches?What is the desired character of the approaches?

–– Curvilinear/ Naturalistic?Curvilinear/ Naturalistic?
–– Geometric?Geometric?

•• What interpretive elements are desired?What interpretive elements are desired?
–– Historical?Historical?
–– Ecological?Ecological?
–– None?None?
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•• Design comments due to DCR by Design comments due to DCR by September 2, September 2, 
20092009
–– Email Email -- Reference: bridge approachesReference: bridge approaches

ddccr.updates@state.ma.usr.updates@state.ma.us

•• Additional Information can be found at:Additional Information can be found at:
–– Web: Web: www.mass.gov/dcrwww.mass.gov/dcr
–– Email: Email: dcr.updates@state.ma.usdcr.updates@state.ma.us
–– Phone: (617) 626Phone: (617) 626--49744974

Additional Information


