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DCR Division of Water Supply 
Protection Mission Statement

…construct, maintain and operate a system of watersheds, reservoirs, 
water rights and rights in sources of water supply [to] supply 

thereby a sufficient supply of pure water to the Massachusettsthereby a sufficient supply of pure water to the Massachusetts 
Water Resources Authority, and [to] utilize and conserve said water 
and other natural resources to protect, preserve and enhance the 
environment of the Commonwealth and to assure availability ofenvironment of the Commonwealth and to assure availability of 

pure water for future generations.



Wachusett Public Access
Planning

 Public access rules and signage havePublic access rules and signage have 
existed for decades
 First Public Access Plan in 1996 First Public Access Plan in 1996
 Plan Updated in 2003
 2011 Plan Update



Wachusett Public Access
Planning

 Watershed divided into zones based upon 
proximity to Intake Facility.

 Intake Protection Zone 
 Reservoir Protection Zone (formerly designated as Reservoir  and Tributary Shoreline Zone)

 Tributary Headwaters Protection Zoney





2011 Public Access Plan 
Update Activity and Process

• October 28, 2010: Public “kick off” meeting and survey announcement
•14 people in attendance, including local media

• Fall/Winter: Draft Public Access Plan developed

•January 15, 2011: Public Survey Closed

•April 2011: DRAFT Public Access Plan complete

•May 3, 2011: Public Meeting on DRAFT Public Access Plany , g

•May 20, 2011: Comments on DRAFT Plan due

•July 1 2011: 2011 Public Access Plan Implementation•July 1, 2011: 2011 Public Access Plan Implementation



SurveySurvey
Online survey was made available through SurveyMonkey

The survey website link was available 
through:

Paper copies of the survey were available at:

 Watershed Town Websites
C / S

 All Watershed Town Halls
 DCR/DWSP Downstream

Newsletter
 Local media- Worcester 

Telegram & Gazette, Clinton 
I W B l B

 All Watershed Town 
Libraries

 DCR Headquarters
 Local Bait ShopItem, West Boylston Banner, 

Holden Landmark
 DCR/DWSP Bulletin Board and 

Kiosk Notice
R H d O

 Local Bait Shop
 DCR Brochure Boxes
 MassWildlife Central District 

Office
 Ranger Hand Out







The survey was designed to gain insight into 
the public’s knowledge of DCR Rules and 
regulations and outreach efforts-

and for DCR to gain insightand for DCR to gain insight
into visitor use patterns and activities

Also designed to determine the most effective way 
to distribute information such as land closures, 
educational information, notices, announcements, 
rules, etc. to the public



The Survey was open from October 28, 2010 until January 15, 2011

Public Participation:
320 O li l t d320 Online surveys completed
7 Paper copies of survey returned
2 Comment letters received

Holden 1.4%

Cli t 20 6 %Clinton 20.6 %

West Boylston 32.8%

Sterling 14.0%

Princeton 14.3%

Boylston 5.5%

Rutland 0.74%

Leominster 0.74%

Other 9.6%



What DCR learned from the survey:What DCR learned from the survey:
•DCR lands are used most heavily during weekday and weekend days.

•DCR lands are utilized the least during the winter season.

•DCR lands are most used for hiking and walking. 93.3% of 
survey respondents engaged in this activity.

•A majority of respondents do not know who to contact in the case of an
emergency or water/environmental issueemergency or water/environmental issue.

•Dog walking was the most encountered rule violation by respondents.

M t d t (92%) f th W t h d R d b t ½•Most respondents (92%) are aware of the Watershed Rangers and about ½
have had an opportunity to talk with a Ranger.

•Respondents would like to see expanded bicycling, dog walking, and boatingRespondents would like to see expanded bicycling, dog walking, and boating
as allowed uses of DCR lands.





2011 Public Access Plan2011 Public Access Plan 
Update Took Into Account:

• Identifying changes in existing conditions
• Identifying and evaluating the policies that 

have been implemented
• Assessing additional needs to meet the 

mandate of water quality and resource q y
protection



Activity Current 2003 Policy Proposed 2011 Policy

Shoreline Fishing 
Integrate Off‐Watershed Zone into Intake Protection Zone; no fishing allowed in Intake 
Protection Zone.

No Change

Hiking Expand to allow access to lands east of Gates 1 and 2 Rte 70 No ChangeHiking Expand to allow access to lands east of Gates 1 and 2 Rte 70 No Change

Cross‐Country Skiing Expand to Allow access to lands east of Gates 1 and 2 Rte 70 No Change

Boating
Non‐motorized boats allowed on Quinapoxet and Stillwater Rivers in the Tributary 
Headwaters Zone; non‐motorized boats allowed on West Waushacum Pond.

No Change

Swimming PROHIBITED No Change

Bicycling
No permit requirement for off‐road biking in designated area;
clarify policy to allow biking from
Gate 39 to 42  (formerly Off‐Watershed Zone).

Clarified: Bicycling allowed in designated areas, rail trails, and from gate 
39 to road below the dam on the old rail line bed only.

Horseback Riding PROHIBITED No Change

Camping PROHIBITED No Change

Motorized Vehicles
(ATVs, ORVs, Snowmobiles)

PROHIBITED No Change

Hunting
Hunting allowed with DCR permit.  Hunting area is entire Tributary Headwaters Zone 
(locations must still meet DWFELE regulations).

No Change

Clarified: Dogs (leashed) allowed from below the dam to posted signage 
at the top of the spillway or while actively hunting in Tributary 

d

Dog Walking Allowed below Wachusett Dam with leash or while hunting in Tributary Headwaters Zone.

Headwaters Zone.

Geocaching/
N

New: Geocaching/letterboxing authorized in all areas where public is 
allowed.  Guidelines must be followed.

g/
Letterboxing

None

Paintball None

New: Paintball prohibited on all DCR/DWSP property.



2011 DRAFT PLAN i l d th f ll i i h d i f ti2011 DRAFT PLAN includes the following minor changes and information:

•Reservoir and Tributary Shoreline Protection Zone  Reservoir Protection Zone
•Intake Protection Zone Separated into 6 areas within plan for clarification of policies:Intake Protection Zone  Separated into 6 areas within plan for clarification of policies:

•Spillway to Lower Road (including spillway, fountain area and river)
•Promenade of the Dam Route 70
•Spillway to Gate 36
Ro te 70 East (Non reser oir side of Ro te 70)•Route 70 East (Non-reservoir side of Route 70)

•Route 70 West (Reservoir side of Route 70)
•Off watershed lands

•Lancaster Millpond (below Dam and Off watershed) ownership clarification and map
•Detailed information regarding recreational activity and water supply compatibility
•Water quality education and outreach efforts by DCR staff
•Geocaching and letterboxing guidelines•Geocaching and letterboxing guidelines





Activity

Intake Protection Zone 

East Side (Non-reservoir)  
Route 70 from Gate 5 to 

P d

West Side (Reservoir) 
Route 70 from 

G t 5 t P d P d

Road Below Dam 
and Spillway to Top 

f D

North Dike from 
Spillway to Area just 

before
G t 36Activity Promenade Gate 5 to Promenade Promenade of Dam Gate 36

Off Road Driving
(ORVs, ATVs)

    

Snowmobiling     

Bicycling     1
Walking/Hiking 7    

Dog Walking    2 

Cross-Country Skiing 7    

Shoreline Fishing    3 

Fishing with Waders     Fishing with Waders     

Horseback Riding     

Hunting     

Boating – non-motorized     

Boating – motorized
    

(including “jet skis”)
    

Swimming     

Ice Skating/Ice Fishing     

Camping     

Picnicking 4 7   4 4Picnicking 4,7   4 4
Fires & Cooking     

Programs/Assemblies 5,7  5 5 5
Trail Clearing/Trail 
Marking/Advertising

    

Collecting/Metal Detecting     

Geocaching/Letterboxing 6,7   6 6

1. Allowed on rail bed from gate 39 to spillway only.  2. Dogs only allowed to top of spillway and must stop at sign.  Dog waste must be picked up and disposed of properly.  
3. Fishing allowed from fountain impoundment to approximately 275 feet after concrete abutments of old railroad bridge.  4. Trash must be carried off of DCR property.  
5. DCR Special permit required.  6. Geocaching Guidelines must be adhered to and all DCR rules apply.  7. Except for property between Rte 62(Willow Rd) and Mile Hill Roads.



Activty Reservoir Protection Zone Tributary Headwaters Zone 
Off Road Driving
(ORVs, ATVs)

 

Snowmobiling  

Bicycling  
Walking/Hiking  
Dog Walking  1

Cross-Country Skiing  Cross Country Skiing
Shoreline Fishing  
Fishing with Waders 2 
Horseback Riding  

Hunting  3

4 Boating – non-motorized 4 

Boating – motorized
(including “jet skis”)

 

Swimming  

Ice Skating/Ice Fishing  

Camping  

Picnicking  
Fires & Cooking  

Programs/Assemblies 3 3

Trail Clearing/TrailTrail Clearing/Trail 
Marking/Advertising

 

Collecting/Metal Detecting  

Geocaching/Letterboxing 5 5
1. Dogs allowed with hunting permit only.  2. Upstream of DCR dam at Oakdale Power Station on Quinapoxet River and upstream of the Stillwater River confluence with Waushacum Brook.  
3 DCR Special permit required 4 Canoes/kayaks allowed at :West Waushacum Pond; on the Stillwater River upstream of Muddy Pond Road bridge; on the Quinapoxet River upstream of dam at3. DCR Special permit required.  4. Canoes/kayaks allowed at :West Waushacum Pond; on the Stillwater River upstream of Muddy Pond Road bridge; on the Quinapoxet River upstream of dam at 

Oakdale Power Station.  5. Geocaching Guidelines must be adhered to and all DCR rules apply.



Next StepsNext Steps

•May 20, 2011: Comments on DRAFT Plan due.

•July 2011: 2011 Public Access Plan Implementation.



Additional Information 
Website: www mass gov/dcr/watersupply/watershed/wachaccess htmWebsite: www.mass.gov/dcr/watersupply/watershed/wachaccess.htm

If  you have comments or suggestions
Email: dcr.updates@state.ma.us

Note Wachusett Reservoir Access Plan in subject line.
Write: Department of  Conservation and Recreation,p ,

251 Causeway Street, Suite 600
Boston, MA 02114

Note: Public comments submitted to DCR by email or letter will be 
posted on the DCR website in their entirety.


