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It’s Your Nature!

State & Urban Parks Activities

Spring/Summer 2005
There’s no better place to celebrate spring and summer than the great outdoors of Massachusetts.  The mercury is rising, the sun is shining—the Commonwealth’s 320,000 acres of urban and state parks are beckoning.  The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) parks have much to offer visitors throughout the season and here’s some highlights.  Come on out and enjoy them.  It’s your nature!

DCR’s website, http://www.mass.gov/dcr/, has information on state and urban parks, special events, paths and trails, beaches, and much more.  You can also call DCR’s Boston office at 617-626-1250.  We are always available for media interviews as well.  Inquiries should be directed to Corbie Kump, Press Secretary for the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs ( 617-626-1119; Corbie.Kump@state.ma.us) or Ellen FitzPatrick, DCR External Affairs (617-626-1412; Ellen.FitzPatrick@state.ma.us).
Natural Scenery
Parks in Bloom: Beginning in May and lasting throughout spring, many Massachusetts parks offer an array of blooming flowers for visitors to enjoy.  One special attraction is beautiful Moore State Park in Paxton, which boasts the largest collection of rhododendrons in New England (http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/central/more.htm or call 508-792-3969).

Other parks in bloom include Blue Hills State Reservation in Milton, Borderland State Park in Easton/Sharon, Bradley Palmer State Park in Topsfield, the Charles River Reservation in Boston, Maudslay State Park in Newburyport, and Pittsfield State Forest in the Berkshires.  More information on these parks is available at http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks_in_bloom.htm.  

Great Brook Farm State Park in Carlisle has a wide variety of wildflowers that bloom throughout spring and summer.  It also boasts the Commonwealth’s only working dairy farm in a state park, barn tours and an ice cream stand.  The Memorial Day Weekend Picnic on the Farm will be held on Saturday, May 28th, rain or shine, from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with hayrides, barn tours,  and bluegrass music by Old Cold Tater.  Park information is available at http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/northeast/gbfm.htm.

Waterfalls: Massachusetts is home to a number of spectacular waterfalls.  In spring and early summer, after the winter thaw and spring rains, they at the peak of their natural beauty.  For a list, see http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks_in_bloom.htm#amazing.

Trail Programs

There are more than 2,000 miles of hiking, biking, and equestrian trails in the state and urban parks of Massachusetts.  They provide great opportunities for getting out and enjoying nature and for healthy exercise (http://www.mass.gov/dcr/recreate/hiking.htm).

National Trails Day: Saturday, June 4, 2005, Bradley Palmer State Park, 9:00 a.m.  Celebrate National Trails Day with hikes, walks, interpretive programs, and trail rides—and an appearance by Smokey the Bear.  Call the Bradley Palmer State Park office at 978-887-5931 for more information;  http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/northeast/brad.htm.   

The Ashuwillticook Rail Trail in the Berkshires will also host a “Wellness Walk” on June 4th along the 10-mile trail that runs from Lanesboro to Adams Center.  For start time or further information, call the Berkshire office at 413-442-8928, or trails coordinator Becky Barnes at 413-499-7003;  http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/western/asrt.htm 

State Campgrounds Open

The Commonwealth’s 28 public campgrounds open in April and May, with the exception of those on Peddocks Island, Lovells Island, Grape Island and Bumpkin Island, which are scheduled to open June 25th.  For a list of campgrounds, including opening and closing dates, please visit: http://www.mass.gov/dcr/recreate/campInfo/openclose.htm.  

Campground reservations or information: http://www.mass.gov/dcr/recreate/camping.htm or call 1-877-I-CAMP-MA.

Boston Harbor Islands
 

Boston Harbor Island National Park Area (including 16 DCR-owned islands) offers a unique island adventure within view of the city skyline.  Full ferry and inter-island transportation begins Saturday, June 25th with a grand opening celebration on Sunday, June 26th at Christopher Columbus Park in Boston. (Ferries leave from Christopher Columbus Park, Quincy Shipyard, Quincy and Hull.)  Come out to enjoy music and activities and get the summer schedule of island activities. Camping begins on Bumpkin, Grape, Lovells and Peddocks Islands the same weekend.  For event details, information on ferry and inter-island transportation schedule and costs, please visit: www.BostonIslands.com or  phone 617-223-8666.  Camping reservations or information: www.ReserveAmerica.com or http://www.mass.gov/dcr/recreate/camping.htm Call 1-877-I-CAMP-MA.
  

Boston Children's Theatre Plays in the Park:  Boston Children’s Theatre will present 10 free seaside summer performances of "live theatre for children by children" at Fort Warren on Georges Island. Performances are every Friday at 12 noon and 1:30 p.m., July 1st through September 2nd.  For performance schedule and details, contact Boston Children's Theatre: www.bostonchildrenstheatre.org; 617-424-6634 or the Boston Harbor Islands National Park Area: www.BostonIslands.com; 617-223-8666.

 

Family Fun Days:  Boston Harbor Islands Free Family Fun Days will be offered Saturdays and Sundays in July and August.  Science, history, and cultural activities for families will be featured. Children can touch marine animals, discover island insects, learn how to pitch a tent, watch an antique baseball game and more.  A different program theme each weekend!  For information, please visit: www.BostonIslands.com; 617-223-8666.

Waterfront Update:  State Beaches and Pools

State Beaches: More than 75 salt and freshwater beaches throughout the state will open on Memorial Day Weekend, though guarded beaches will be limited.  Beaches in the Greater Boston Metropolitan Area will open on Father’s Day weekend, June 18th (Tenean Beach in Dorchester will open June 25th).  Seven-day lifeguard duty begins June 18th at Breakheart Reservation and all locations outside Greater Boston, and on June 25th at all remaining locations.  Restroom facilities are available; parking fees may apply. Beach and pool listings: http://www.mass.gov/dcr/recreate/swimming.htm.

Swimming/Wading Pools and Spray Deck Facilities: DCR will have 38 swimming and wading pools and spray deck facilities open to the public this summer.  All wading pools and spray decks will open June 18th and all swimming pools across the state will open the following weekend, June 25th.  Information on DCR pools is available at: http://www.mass.gov/dcr/recreate/swimming.htm. 

Events

DCR Hatch Memorial Shell Events: 2005’s concert season on The Esplanade in Boston kicked off with the WBOS Earth Fest in April.  The most popular annual event at the Hatch Shell is the Boston 4th of July Pops Concert and Fireworks on CBS.  A large number of walks, concerts and free film screenings are planned, such as WODS Oldies Concert series starting Saturday, June 11th and WBZ Free Friday Flicks at sunset, starting June 17th.  The WCRB Classical Concert series begins Wednesday, July13th, and the first KISS 108 Concert on the Charles will be Saturday, July 16th.  A complete list of upcoming DCR Hatch Shell events is at http://www.mass.gov/dcr/hatch_events.htm.

Park Events: A variety of events are held at state and urban parks across the Commonwealth.  For information on walking, biking, boating events and tours, visit: http://www.mass.gov/portal/calendar_events_main.jsp?agencyID=DCR00035. 

Outdoor Sports and Activities

Fishing Season:  Fishing season opened in April. For information on fishing at DCR beaches, ponds, and lakes, check out http://www.mass.gov/dcr/recreate/fishing.htm or call the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife at 617-727-3151.

Blue Hills Adult Walking Club: The Club meets weekly (Saturday or Sunday) for an afternoon of social exercise.  There is no fee and everyone 16 or older is welcome.  Walks are usually 2-5 miles.  For specific dates and times, check the DCR events listing at http://www.mass.gov/portal/calendar_events_main.jsp?agencyID=DCR00035. 

Universal Access Programs

The Massachusetts parks system is among the best in the country in providing recreation opportunities to people of all abilities.  A number of accessible events to introduce people with disabilities to the outdoors are scheduled by DCR’s Universal Access Program (UAP).  For more information on Accessible Recreation in Parks, Call the UAP office at 413-545-5353 or 413-577-2200 (TTY) or Gigi Ranno at 617-626-1294.  Or, you can visit DCR’s UAP web page: http://www.mass.gov/dcr/universal_access/index.htm.

Accessible Spring Bird Watching Programs: Join us this spring at an open house and find out more about accessible bird-watching techniques and opportunities.  Accessible Bird Watching Open House:  Sunday, June 5th at Mt. Greylock Visitor Center, Lanesboro, MA.  For further information and to get on a bird-watching mailing list, call 413-545-5758.   

 

Guided Walk for People with Disabilities: At Pope John Paul II Park in Dorchester every Thursday from April 21st – June 23rd, at 10:00 a.m.  Every walker gets a T-shirt, a bottle of water and a pedometer.  Two guides usually lead the walk.  For more information, call Beth Phelps of Boston Natural Areas Network at 617-224-0802.

Accessible Paddling Offered this Summer at Walden Pond: Walden Pond State Reservation in Concord will offer paddling trips for individuals with disabilities on Mondays throughout the summer (July 11, 18, 25 and August 1, 8 and 15).  Assistive equipment and teamwork is provided, at no charge, to help people of all abilities to enjoy boating.  Walden Pond is located off Route 126 in Concord.  Along with boating opportunities, DCR’s Universal Access Program will provide free accessible cycling, horseback riding and bird watching programs in state and urban forests and parks in the summer and fall for individuals with disabilities.  Call the UAP to pre-register and get more information.

Annual ParksPass, Senior Pass & Handicapped Access

Annual ParksPass: For about the same price as your monthly internet bill, you and your friends and family can enjoy a full year of adventure in the Massachusetts parks system.  The 2005 Massachusetts ParksPass provides visitors with unlimited day-use parking and access to state park facilities within the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) system that charge a parking fee. The hangtag ParksPass is issued for one vehicle and is valid for one calendar year—January 1st to December 31st.  The pass costs $35.00 for Massachusetts residents and $45.00 for non-residents.  2005 Massachusetts ParksPass holders may also purchase an additional “second car” sticker for $15.00.

The ParksPass may be purchased at any DCR state park facility that charges daily parking fees (see http://www.mass.gov/dcr/parkspass.htm for a list), with a credit card by calling 617-626-4969, or by check (see the above web page for details). 

Senior Pass: Massachusetts senior citizens can qualify for a free senior citizen’s pass for day use areas by either sending proof of birth and address to DCR’s Boston office (251 Causeway Street, Suite 600-700, Boston, MA 02114), or by calling the regional offices (call DCR at 617-626-1250 for contact information for each region).

Handicapped Access: Vehicles bearing a handicapped license plate, placard, or disabled veteran plate are permitted to park and visit all DCR day use parks free of charge.
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