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DCR RE-OPENS PUBLIC ACCESS AT WACHUSETT DAM IN CLINTON

Security Improvements Allow for Reinstatement of Pedestrian Access

The Department of Conservation and Recreation announced the re-opening of pedestrian access to the base of Wachusett Dam on May 14th at a ceremony commemorating the 100th anniversary of the laying of the last block in Wachusett Dam.  All access to this popular recreation area had been suspended on September 11, 2001.  DCR and the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA) have subsequently studied the security needs at the Wachusett Dam and completed a variety of security improvements.  

DCR Division of Water Supply Protection manages the water and land resources surrounding the Wachusett Reservoir.  Wachusett Reservoir is part of the watershed system that provides drinking water to more than 2 million people through distribution by the MWRA.

While security concerns played a major role in closure of access, there were also several construction projects scheduled over the past four years in and around Wachusett Dam.  Safety concerns during this work also contributed to restricting public access.  The final construction project repaired the piping in the fountain at the base of the Wachusett Dam and the fountain is now flowing again for the first time in several years.  The fountain repairs, completed in the last few weeks, provided DCR with an opportunity to announce the re-opening of this area to the public at the dam commemoration.

The area below the Wachusett Dam and along the spillway is open for pedestrian access from dawn to dusk daily.  Permitted activities include fishing access to the Nashua River below the fountain.  

For more information about public access at the Wachusett Reservoir, please visit www.mass.gov/dcr/watershed/water.htm.
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