[image: image1.png]department of

Conservation and Recreation

dcr




[image: image2.png]COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS ¢« EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS



[image: image3.png]251 Causeway Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02114
(617) 626-1250

(617) 626-1351 FAX

www.mass.gov/dcr

MITT ROMNEY

Governor

KERRY HEALEY

Lt. Governor

ELLEN ROY HERZFELDER

Secretary

STEPHEN R. PRITCHARD

Acting Commissioner






For Immediate Release




CONTACT:
Corbie Kump
May 12, 2005








617-626-1119
WEBB STATE PARK REOPENING DELAYED UNTIL AUGUST

Additional Soil Remediation Necessary

Weymouth, Mass. --- The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) today announced a two-month delay in the reopening of Webb State Park in Weymouth.  The park is undergoing a comprehensive environmental clean-up associated with a fertilizer manufacturing facility that operated on Weymouth Neck for more than a century.

The environmental remediation project includes removing impacted soil and replacing affected areas with clean soil.  The comprehensive clean-up is the result of an agreement between Massachusetts and ConocoPhillips of Houston, Texas and is being conducted at no cost to the state.  ConocoPhillips is the successor in interest to the American Agricultural Chemical Company, which historically operated the fertilizer manufacturing plant.  

The first phase of the project, which required a temporary closure of the park, began in December and was originally slated for completion in late June. Additional impacted soil will be removed over the summer and the 36-acre waterfront park is expected to reopen to the public by August 31st of this year.  The additional remediation work has been approved by federal, state and local government regulatory authorities. 

“Since the initiation of this project, we have been committed to working with ConocoPhillips to achieve a permanent and complete remedy to the longstanding contamination at Webb State Park and to ensure that all public safety issues are addressed,” said DCR Acting Commissioner Stephen R. Pritchard. “The park is a popular place for residents and visitors, and we regret this temporary inconvenience, but we want to make sure the job is done thoroughly and correctly.”

In addition to the environmental clean-up, the project will result in a number of other benefits for the park and its visitors including: the restoration and enhancement of existing wetlands, construction of new overlooks with benches, improvements to the walking trails, refurbished public restrooms and a resurfaced parking area.  As is the case with the remediation efforts, the additional park improvements are being performed at no cost to Massachusetts taxpayers.

“ConocoPhillips has been a responsible partner with DCR throughout this entire project,” Pritchard said.  “The work has gone smoothly and we want to make certain that the clean-up is completed while the equipment and personnel are on-site.  When the job is finished, we’re confident that park users will be very pleased with this newly revitalized and very safe public area.”    

Webb State Park was acquired by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management in 1977, which became the Department of Conservation and Recreation in 2003. 
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