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1. Name

historic -
Prehlstnric and Historic Resources of the Blue Hills and Neponset River

and'or CoOmmon Reservatigns and Selected Adjacent Aress
2. Location

— .l

sireet & number Mot applicable . i not lor publication
Canton, Milton, n
city, town  poo jnn] ph J_EIMEJEEEF' ____viginity of  congressional district 10th and llth -
state Massachusetts — 025 county Norfolk code 021
3. Classification
Calegory Ownership Status Present Use
districi — puhblic — DEcupied — agriculture - MUSELIT
I building(s) _ private — unoccupied — commercial = park
X struchure _X_ both __ work in progress — educational — private residencs
2 site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment religious
- object — In process _X _wyes: restricted — government — scientific
__ being considened ~X yes: unrestricied — imdusirial . lransporiathon
] . military . olfer:
4. Owner of Property
name Multiple ownership; see continuation sheet

ax =

city, town — Wicimity of staie

Location of Legal Description
Norfolk, County Registry of Deeds

courthouse, reglstry of deeds, etc.

street & number 650 High Street . B

Dedham slate MA

chty, town

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

il Inventory of HJ—‘—’-t"-"Tl'C Assets of the  has this properly been determined elegible? ___yes ___no

e —— —_—

date — _l state ___ counly ___ local

Massachusetts Historical Commission, 294 Washington Street

—

depository for survey records

city. town Boston B o  state MA 02108 -

—




? Description

Condition Check one Check one

— encellent . Selerioraled __ wnaltered — original site

E__ good T . AMtered — moved  date —
— lair —X_ unexposed

s

Describe the present and ariginal (if known) physical appearance

Boundary Justification and Location

The boundaries of this multiple resource nomination include the Blue Hills and
Neponset River Reservations as well as adjacent acreage selected to include known
sites and structures related to the development of the area., The resources wholly
or partially outside the Reservation boundaries include the Lyon's Tuming Mill and
Fuller Quarry (#2} and the Massachusetts Homfels/Braintree
Slate Quarry Site (#15). This area is located southwest of Boston, nine to eleven
miles from the State House and about ten miles inland from the Atlantic ecast. It
inclides portions of the towns of Canton, Milton, Quincy, Randolph and Braintree, en-
compassing the major portion of the range known as the Blue Hills.

Organization of the Text

The text of the multiple resource nomination is organized in the following man-
ner. Sections seven and eight are divided into two parts. Part one in each section
concerns prehistoric archaeological resources, while part two focuses on historic
period sites and structures of the 19th and 20th centuries. Historic archaeoclogical
sites dating from the colonial period and the early 19th century exist in the multiple
Tesource nomination area, To date, however, these rescurces have not been adequately
researched or surveyed and are therefore not included in this nomination. If, after
adequate investigation, historic archaeclogical sites within the mutiple resource
nomination area are found to meet Mational Register criteria, appropriate documenta-
tion concerning the sites will be forwarded to the National Register Office.

Description
Part One  Prehistoric Component

Topography

The archaeological resources of the Blue Hills and Neponset River Reserva-
tions lie within the Blue Hills Range, a series of hills which trend eastward
and are six miles long and 3/4 to 1-1/2 miles wide. Within this region of
hills, relief varies from 100 feet to the 635-foot elevation of Great Blue
Hill. PBogs, swamps, ponds and two rivers are in close proximity to the hills
and set in a secondary coniferous-deciduous forest marked by heavy undergrowth.

The physical history of the Blue Hills can be dated to the Paleozoic period,
when its granites and volcanics originated. Folded and uplifted during the Ap-
palachian orogeny at the end of the period, the Blue Hills underwent, yet largely
resisted, a considerable timespan of erosion. The Quarternary period brought
glaciation and its attendant land modification which resulted, upon glacial re-
cession, in a landscape of ponds and lakes surroumded by outwash, moraine and
kame deposits. The spruce forest which grew up arownd 13,500 B.P. remained
dominant for nearly 4,000 years, gradually giving way to variations of coni-
ferous-diciduous woodland which at 6,000 B.P. reached a composition not different
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from that of the present. Within this environment existed fauna no
longer found in the Blue Hills such as whitetailed deer, black bear,
and turkey as well as species which still thrive there, including
rabbit, fox, woodchuck and squirrels.

Sites

At least nine prehistoric archaeological sites are known to exist
either wholly or partially within the bounds of the Blue Hills and Ne-
ponset River Reservations. The complex Elue Hill River Site, a multi-
component boulder-quarry and workshop was field tested by the avoca-
tional Excavators' Club of Cambridge in 1940 with inconclusive results
(Rowe, 1941, Dincauze 1974). Im 1976 a cultural resources management
survey conducted within the Blue Hills Reservation identified three ad-
ditional prehistoric sites, all of which yielded limited material Te-
muins exclusive of diagnostic artifacts (Luedtke, 1976). These four
are a sample of the prehistoric sites within the multiple resource area
which lack sufficient doeimentation and demonstrated significance neces-
sary for National Register evaluation.

Two of the three prehistoric sites presented here for nomination
to the National Register were discovered in the 1960s, the Ponkapoag
Site (#16) in 1962 and the Green Hill Site (#14) in 1966, by members
of the avocational Massachusetts Archaeological Society. A smaller
team of avocationals, the Eastern Massachusetts Archaeological and Geo-
logical Research Group, Inc. located and surveyed in 1974 the remaining
site, the Massachusetts Hormnfels/Braintree Slate Quarry (#15).

Gollectively, the nominated sites represent aboriginal occupation
in the Blue Hills extending from the Early Archaic (7500 B.C.) through
the Late Woodland period (pre-1550 A.D.}. Site fimctions interpreted
from material remains and features indicate an adaptation to and ex-
ploitation of a hilly landscape containing outcrops of high-prade
lithics bordered by water sources at lower elevations, Activities at
the three sites included seasonal encampment, specialized procurement
and processing and quarrying.

The sites exhibit an interesting spatial spread, being located
close to the corporate bounds of the Blue Hills and Neponset River Re-
servations at three different compass points. The Ponkapoag Site [#16),
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2 seasonal camp first occupied during the Early Archaic sits in a grove

of red and vhite pine on a glacial outwash plain nearly surrounded by

bog and swamp. The site is at the southemn border of the reservation.

At the western edge of the nominated lands where Fowl Meadow skirts along
the Neponset River, the Green Hill Site (#14) is found. From the Middle
Archaic onward, the site served as the hest point of access from the
Neponset River to the Blue Hill's lithic sources. Set on a wooded slope
which falls away to meadow, the site also served as a location for pro-
cessing of an undetermined kind which is indicated by the mmerous cutting
and scraping tools recovered, Running along Great Nome, Little Dome and
Massachusetts Hills in the northern portion of the property is the Massa-
chusetts Hormnfels/Braintree Slate Quarry (#15). Located in a terrain of
scrub oak and bull briar, the complex is a series of prehistoric man-made
as well as natural features containing pits, trenches, outcrops and
glacial boulders. From 7,000 B.P. until the early 17th century, the
quarry was used continuously as a source for slate and hornfels valued

by eastern Massachusetts prehistoric cultures in the manufacture of chipped
@nd ground stone tool forms., Its materials are found on sites in the majo-
rity of eastern-Massachusetts drainages,

Part Two Historic Component

During the colonial period and for much of the ninetesnth century,
land use in the Blue Hills region was light. Although little research
has focused wpon this time period, indications are that at least one half
dozen homesteads were operating in the late 18th and early 19th centuries
on the level margins of land which border the Blue Hills Range. Thin
solls set in a rocky, upland environment made the area generally unsuit-
able for agricultural production, and considerable documentary and arch-
aeological research will be necessary in order to discover the basis for
early historic period settlement.

Since the early 19th century, granite from Quincy quarries had been
cut and sold on a substantial, commercial scale. Within the northeast
portion of the miltiple resource nomination area, the Lyons Turning Mill
and Fuller Quarry (#2) are indicative of this important industry in the
cconomic life of 19th century Quincy. The tuming of granite colums
began at the Lyons Mill in 1894; the mill ceased operation in 1917.

The major historic period of the Blue Hills Reservation dates from
the establishment of the Metropolitan District Commission, set up in 1892
r&1%
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and empowered by the Commornwealth of Massachusetts to preserve open spaces
around Boston in a comprehensive manner. Unhampered by local communities!
boundaries and their limited concerns, the MDC was able to operate so that
the whole of the metropolitan Boston park and reservation system could be
more than the sum of its parts. Three of the most vital of their specific
goals were: 1) "to provide wholesome areas to which to remove children from
other forms of amusement more detrimental physically and morally,” 2) to aid
in preventing water pollution by supervising rivers and ponds, and 3) to
prevent realtors from subdeveloping certain wooded areas in periods of rapid
population expansion and movement out of the city. The provision applying
to the Blue Hills Reservation called for reserving or setting aside for
natural conservation and public recreational benefit some 2,000 acres.

The initial surveying of such a vast area in order to rationalize
the boundaries of the takings (by eminent domain) proceeded under the
supervision of Charles Eliot, a principle in Frederick Law Olmsted's firm.
By July of 1834, more than 30 miles of boundary lines had been surveved

, and mapped. MNotebooks containing the notes and tracings of these survey-
ors, including Eliot, remain in the MDC archives.

By 1895 the Blue Hills Reservation had grown to nearly 4,000 acres
and 11-1/2 miles of fire roads had been built. A record 2,100 Persons
climbed to the top of the Great Blue Hill on the third Sunday in October,
indicating that the combination of burgeoning population and expanding
street car lines indeed made the establishment of an extensive public
park system around Boston a vital element in the moral and physical wel-
fare of the populace.

Between 1500 and 1916 most of the historically irportant MDD struc-
tures in the Blue Hills were built. Boston architects Stickney and Austin
designed a "sanitary" (#4) bathhouse, pavillion (#5) MDC police head-
quarters (f11) and a stable (#12), and altered an old farm house for a — Avdens -
superintendent's dwelling. Materials included local Quincy pranites and S7Teseey)

dark-stained timbers; styles and forms ranged from neo-classic to rustic dessr =~
chalet. fﬁ-;;-f

The most important structure in the Blue Hills Reservation was built,
however, -almost ten years before the Reservation was formally defined. o
A. Lawrence Rotch, one of America's most inventive meteorologists, used '
the top of the Great Blue Hill as the site for his weather observatory
(¥1), a thoroughly logical choice, as this elevation was the highest spot
within ten miles of the Atlantic coastline from Maine to Florida.
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The design of this building was evidently determined by Rotch,
and although his crenellated tower was raised with an added story
in c. 1916 and rebuilt of reinforced concrete, the original desipn
integrity is unimpaired (except by present maintenance neglect).

In addition to the public recreational facility structures and
park patrol (police) headquarters, a few farmhouses exist in the Blue
Hills Reservation. One, the Redman Farm (#13) of c. 1795, is at the
edge of the Ponkapoag Golf Course in a busy public street, a reminder
of the farming that surrounded the Blue Hills on the more level land
south of the range in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Another
old farm, especially the barn (#7), stands on Hillside Street on land
Tecently given to the Reservation by Henry Howe.

To express building uses in percentages is somewhat misleading when
50 few buildings are included in the Multiple Resource Area, but the per-
centages would be, approximately:

60% recreational

20% scientific and mseum
10% residential

10% other

In physical relation to each other, these buildings are widely scat-
tered over the 6,600 acres of the Reservation, and have not been moved,
Together, however, they form a coherent collection of architectural land-
marks vital to the history and interpretation of the Blue Hills and the
Neponset River Reservations.

Survey Methodology

This area has been surveyed by Sara B. Chase, Architectural Re-
searcher ofthe Consulting Services Group of the Society for the Preserva-
tion of Mew England Antiquities. Volunteer historians and archaeologists
were also involved. The entire area was inspected for architectural
landmarks, but archaeological surveying over so many acres, while in
progress under the auspices of the South Shore Chapter of the Massachu-
setts Archaeological Society is unfinished. Subsurface archaeological
testing has been done in several portions of the Multiple Resource area,
starting early in this century and continuing at present. The criteria
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wsed to identify and assess the properties included historical, archi-
tectural, assagiﬂticmﬂl, and scientific significance; uniqueness, design
guality, relation to the whole; and value as an irreplaceable resource.

The inventory forms which follow constitute a "partial inventory"
as defined by the Interim Guidelines for Multiple Resource Nomination
Forms of 1977, and include known, significant prehistoric archaeclogical
sites as well as historic structures., Historic archaeclogical sites
known to exist within the Blue Hills and MNeponset Rivers Reservations
have not been adequately surveyed or documented to date and are therefore
not included in the nomination,




. B. Significance

Period

-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

_*_prehistorlc  _X_ archeology-prehisioric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture___ religion

— 14001489 _ archeology-historic  _ % conservation — law — . sgience

— 15001589  __ agricullure . BEEONOMICE —— lerature — Sculpture

— 16001698 __ architecturs e BUCEliON . military — .=

X 17001798 art — engineering — MuslC humanitarian -

-2 _1BD0-1B83 ___ commerce _ — exploration settlement ____ philosophy e thoater

_X 1900 — COmMMmMunicalions —%_ industry — politicsigovernment  ___ transporiation
' — imvention . other {specity)

Specific datos Builder/&rchitect

Statement of Significance [in one paragraph)

Part One  Prehistoric Component

The discovery and study of the Ponkapoag (#16), Green Hill (#14) and
Massachusetts Hornfels/Braintree Slate Quarry (#15) sites have helped to bring
about a renewal of interest in the prehistory of the Greater Boston area, Pre-
vious to the 1960s, little professional survey or excavation had occurred in
the region and a prehistorian was able to write that, "Amateur archaeologists
and collectors continued to make casual finds in the area, but the myth grew that
there were no worthwhile sites left,"l "The area's prehistory was widely dismissed
as marginal and static."Z

The nominated sites of the Blue Hills and Neponset River Reservations are
important additions to the body of prehistoric sites documented in the Boston
area. ‘They have yielded and will continue to yield informaticn important in the
prehistory of New England. ‘The significance of the Massachusetts Hornfels/Brain-
tree State Quarry (#15) is derived from its use as a major lithic source area for
regional aboriginal populations from the Early Archaic to the Contact period, Arch-

for those <

data at the site has the potential to provide a chronological framework
ultures which utilized the quarry resources, and can yield information

on the activity pattern of different cultures at the quarry. Regional archaeologi-
cal data could also provide for the study of the dispersal of particular lithics
by people of several cultural complexes which might disclose discrete cultural
areas and migration routes (Bewman and Zeoli, 1977:47).

The Ponkapoag (¥16) and Green Hill (#14) sites are two of the last relatively
intact sites remaining in the Blue Hills region where it is possible to study the
activities of prehistoric growps exploiting this imique environment. Of especial
interest at the Ponkapoag site has been the recovery of nearly 300 examples, com-
plete and fragmentary, of the semi-circular slate knife or ulu. This specific tool
iz of wlnown origin and antiquity at present. As reported by the excavators at
Ponkapeag (Martin, 1977), ulus were often associated on levels with Middle Archaic
Stark and Meville points. Neville points are probably 8,000 vears old (Dincauze,
1976), and the association of ground stone tools in this context at the Ponkapoag
site is one of the earliest in the Americas at the present date.

ll:iena F. Dincauze, "An Introduction to Archaeology in the Greater Boston
Area," Archaeology of Eastern North America 2, mo, 1 (Spring 1974), 39.
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Roth the Green HMill (#14) and Ponkapoag (#16) sites contain important Middle Archaic com-
ponents, and indications are that the presence and mumber of Middle Archaic sites in the
Blue Hills region is unigque in the Northeast., The mumbers of Middle Archaic sites within
the drainage surrounding the greater Blue Hills area indicate a familiarity with and an
extended occupation of the region. Investigations and analysis of the Neville site in
Manchester, New Hamoshire (Dincauze, 1976) has provided a perspective within which to view
the manifestations present on the Ponkapoag (¥#16) and Green Hill (#14) sites. HResearch
at each site will continue to provide information on settlement patterns and resource
adaptation of prehistoric peoples during the Middle Archaic period. An archaeclogist has
noted that better data of this kind is necessary for Middle Archaic sites and the infor-
mation on seasonality of occupation, resources specialization, activity patterns and
intensity of occupation might be forthcoming frem such area sites (Dincauze, 1871].

It is important to note that the three nominated prehistoric sites represent but a very
small sample of the probable prehistoric leci within the Blue Hills region. At least

six other prehistoric sites are known to exiet within the Multiple Resource Area, but Te-
main under evaluated at this time. A¢ an area rich in faumal, lithic and water Tesources,
the region should be considered to harbor many as yet undiscovered prehistoric sites
potentially eligible for the Natienal Register. Those planning for the future use of the
Elue Hills and Neponset River Reservations and surrounding areas should consider archaeol-
ogical resources within the planning process and provide for the proper evaluation of such
TesSoUTTES.

Part two Historic Cj:_:rqgnnent
The significance of the ar aeological remains of early historic settlement in the Blue

Hills regions is unknown at this time. Further research will be necessary before 1t can be
determined whether these resources contribute to the significance of the multiple resource
nomination area. The value of the Blue Hills' most notable natural resources, granite, was
realized early in the nineteenth century when the stone was first quarried commercially.
The Lyons Turning Mill and Fuller Quarty (#2) within the nultiple Tesource nomination area
retain a strong association with Quincy's granite industry. The structural remains of the
granite column tuming mill is the last visible feature of the many granite working struc-
tures once found among the gquarries.

As Boston's Pﬂ]:l'l.llﬂti'l:;ﬁ was swelling with immigrants, recreational use of the area increased

in the latter decades of the nineteenth century. A favorite spot for a hiking destination
was the top of the Great Blue Hill, from which the view af Boston was supethb.

The exceptional height of this sumit and its proximity to the ocean made it well suited
~. to scientific: observation of the weather. In 1885 A. Lawrence Rotch designed an cbserva-
tory tower (#11) which was constructed atop the the Great Elue -Hill. Rotch, and his assis-
tant, Holman, devised and sent aloft the first instmuments, kites, and balloon for record-
ing wind velocity, air temperature, and Telative humidity in the upper atmosphere. From
the data they gathered from these ohservations, they were able to predict the weather with
far more accuracy than ever before. It is nmot too exireme
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to say that modern meteorology began at the Great Blue Hill Weather Observatory.
Within ten years after construction of the Cbservatory, the Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission had hired Charles Eliot, a member of Frederick Law Olmsted's
landscape architecture firm, to survey the projected Elue Hills Reservation
boundaries, Eliot's work continued over nearly three years and included as
well an inventory of the trees in the area,

When recreational use in the early twentieth century reached a point of
straining the continuation of the area as a "wilderness," the MIC hired the
well-known Boston architectural firm of Frederick W. Stickney (1853-1918)
and William D. Austin (1850-1944) to design some picturesque structures to
serve the public needs. In quick succession during the years from 1899 to
1916 they built a "sanitary," a picnic pavillion, a park guard headguarters
and stable, and a caretaker's house. Later some bath houses were added at
Houghton's Pond, and in 1905 a small bridge commemorating Charles Eliot's
work was built.

During the 1920s, '30s, and '40s the area around Ponkapoag Pond was
developed first by the Appalachian Mountain Club, and later, within the last
a7 years, by the Boston YMCA for camping and nature study.

An event of considerable significance but highly negative impact has
been the reconstruction of Route 128 in the mid-1960s. A small road was tumed
into a six-to-eight lane highway. flanked by industrial development, which.
threatens the southern and western edges of the Elue Hills Reservation.

One of the important figures in the contemporary affairs of the Blue
Hills Reservation is Henry Howe, who has generously given some seventy acres
of his land to be added to the Reservation--land which will help to provide a
buffer between the Great Blue Hill and Route 128.

At present preservation/restoration activities within the Multiple Re-
source Area are limited to maintenance of trails and existing structures,
with barely adequate fimds,

Individual sites have been chosen because of their historic significance
as a group; no districts are included because there are no cohesive groups of
structures in the Multiple Resource Area.

W

The two observation towers are listed (#8, 110), although they are not
quite fifty years old, because they are important, integral elements of the
total ensemble of structures in the Blue Hills Reservation. Built of native
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granite, with pleasing proportions and design, they are particularly vital
because they accent the two highest elevations in the Blue Hills.

Comprehensive Plan: State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORF)
on file at Metropolitan District Cormission, 20 Somerset Street, Bostomn.
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n.a. The First Railmad in America. (Quincy, Mass., 1926) Privately
printed for the Granite Railway Company.

n.a. The Milton Catechism. (Milton, Mass., 1910) Published by the
Milton Historical Society.




""JI;GRM B - BUILDING In Area no. | Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS Hi.’:aT[.‘lHll.’.".ﬁI. COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 1

. HMilton

Hillsaide 5t.

iress

i Headaouarters
e Blue Hills Headagu e

peapt useg offices :'Dr_rl];l_CiEllue

lill = patrol

5

ey b eyt o h..:".'_'-' = R g iy

Matropolitan District

LT gsent owner Commission (MDC)

isoription:

ite 1904 X
i Blueprints and annual
;Euurce reports, MDC, Boston

yle nec=-classical

£, Map. Draw.sketch of Building location wrchitect Stickney & Austin B
in relation to nearest cross streets and _ ] _
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabrie @uincy granite

Cuthuildings (describe)

Other features

.ﬂ.itcred an addition __Date c. 1910

no
MMoved Drate

5. Lol size:

X
Ona acre or less Over one acre

Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from stree
20 feet

[T -

6. Recorded hy Sara B. Chase

SPNEA

April, 1979

19 327240 4675620

Organization

[Date

{ove E']-



—

7. Original owner (if known) MDC

Original use stable for horses for park guards

gubsequent uses (if any) and dates

-

8. Themes (check as many a3 applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation *
Apricultural Education Religion
Architectural ® Exploratio science/

The Arts gettlement invention
Commerce Industry social/
Communication military humanitarian
Community development ® Political Transportation

g, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This barn and stable was designed by Boston architects Stickney and
austin in 1908, and was arected in 1908-1909. It is an important
part of the ensemble of buildings designed by that firm for the Blue
Hills Reservation headguarters of the Metropolitan Park Commission,

and is relatively little altered, even though remaining in use, and
currently used. '

10. Babliegraphy and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
parly maps, etc.} e

$156/7350-55 “Stable on Randolph Ave., cept. 2, 1908" MDC, 20
somerset St.,; Boston



FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office o1 the Secretary, State House, Boston

4. M'a;p;, _i‘;'-raw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and

other buildings. Indicate north.

4675620 (Dv&f}

In Area no. Form no,

wn Milton

dress Hillside S+,

MDC Stable
me_

Metropolitan District
esent owner C_CFEI.I'_“LE_'; ion (MDC)

scription:

e 1908

Blue prints and records at
Zouree MDC Boston Headowuarters: -

le_shingle style

Architect

stone, wood shingl
Exterior wall fahric ashestms__shlngle

Outhuildings (describe)

Other features stone-walled coustyard

Date unknown

o r —_— — ——

Altered Y&S

Moved no Date

Lot size:

Over gne acre

One zcre or less

Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from sire

10 fest . —

Recorded by Sara B. Chase

Organization SFNEA

Diate

e

April, 1979



3

7. Original owner (if known) HMDC

{'}riginai use Same as at present
Subsegquent uses_{if any) and dates

8. Themes [check 2s many as applicable)
Aboriginal Conservation Recreation X
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Seience,
The Arts settlement invention
Commeree Industry _____ Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development x Politieal Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This police. and patrol headquarters building was built in 1904, of
local materials. It is a beautiful and wital portion of the entire
ensemble for the Blue Hills Reservation by Stickney & Austin in
1901=-1911.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, Eh:,f

#154/21972, pp. 1-12 "Metropolitan Parks Commission Headguarters
at Blue Hills Reservation" MDC Annual Reports, 1904-1906.



‘F;fSHM F - S-THUC'TUHE In Area no. Form ng.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

Milton

. T -

is -

‘Eliot Memorial Bridge

Lt - recreational and commemorati

—— o

! nt ownerMetropelitan District
- :

% ! iission (M.D.C)

5 -

,__,' o slructure {check one)

pound
powder house
streel
N S _ ) T tower -
4. Map. Draw sketch of structure location in gaie tunnel e
relation to nearest cross streets, buildings, kiln wall
other structures, natural features. Indicate lighthouse windmill B
north. o

other Pench, plague, and bridge

3. Description
pate completed by 1905

S S

sgurce M-D.C. Annual Report 1206

—

Construction material native granite

Dnmensions

along Skyline Trail, near
Setting Great Blue Hill

.

Condition good

19 325520 4675240

Sara B, Chase

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE . ﬂenard&d by p—
USGS Quadrant SPNEA

Organization
MHC Photo no.,

Date ARpril, 1979

{over)



4
7. Original owner (if Riown) M.D.C. )

Original use recreation -

Subsequent uses {if any) and dates

B. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation *
Agricultural " Education " Religion

Architectural Exploration/ Science/ I
The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/ -
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political T Transportation

8. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This memorial to Charles Eliot, first surveyor of and guiding force
in the develcpment of the Blue Hills Reservation, is a vital reminder
of the man whose efforts, coordinated with the ideas of Frederick
Law Olmsted and the financial backing of the M.D.C., shaped the Blue

Hills Reservation in its early days.

0. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.



%ACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

4. Map. Draw sketch of structure location in
relation to nearest cross streets, buildings,
other structures, natural features, Indicate
north.

19 325540 4675270

DO HNOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE
USGS Quadrant ;

MHC Photo no.

[over)

ATvnrsora (Rev. 1-78)

Great Blue Hill Observation
Trower

W i

i

nt use_ recreation

nt owner Metropolitan District

nission (M.D.C,)

sf structure {check onej

pound .
powder house
sireet
_ tower B
Fale tunnel
kiln wall
lighlthouse windmill
other -
. Description

Date ©- 1929

gpurce Blue Hills Observatory Journ:

. =

Construction material native granite, slz

———

Dimensions approx. 20' x 20" x 40°

Setting summit of Great Blue Hill

—

Condition g9ood to fair

. Recorded by Sara B. Chase

Organization SPNEA

Nate April, 1%79

S




. Original owner (i knwwn) M.D.C. ) -

=

Original usc recreation B

Eubsequemluses (if any} mnd dates S2T<

B. Themes (cheek as Many as applicable)

Aboriginal ) Conservation Recreation A
Agricultural . Education ~ Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Secience/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian

Community development Paolitical Transportation

L

9, Historiecal significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Great Blue Hill Observation Tower is a wital part of the total
eollection 6f structures erected of local granite in the Blue Hills
Reservation., Like the Chickatawbut Observation Tower, it is four-
square and sturdy, and it enhances the highest point in the Blue

'Hills range by enabling the viewer to get above the trees. Unlike
the Chickatawbut Tower, this Tower has its plcnic shelter adjoined.

El
=

10. Biblicgraphy and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
gearly maps, etec,



WM vl o T o B OFER W ] W Ak e
—

f.'f.: SSACHUSETTS HISFORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, Stale House, Boslon

on in
dings,
alicate
19 320880 4676590
DO HOT WRITE INTHIS SPACE
UsGs Quadrant
MHC Pholo no.,
jover)

wavnranye (Rev. 1-78)

. Town

BUE 8 Lk IR, SR PRl Lo

Quincy

Address Chickatawbut Road

Name Chickatawbut Observation Tower

Present use fecreation

Presenl owner Metropolitan District

Commission (M.D.C.)

A — e e T i,

. Type of structure (check one)

bridge pound
canal - powder house -
dam . sireet
fort Lowe X
gale o tunnel
kiln o wall T
lighthouse windmill

. Description

Date S+ 1930-1940

Source M.D.C. records

— == e e rw or om o

native granite, un-
Construction material coursed cut-face
rubble with slate rc
Dimensions approx. 20" x 20" x 60°
near the summit Of Chicktawbut
Setting Hill .

—— _———_n e

Condition good

Sara B. Chase

. Recorded by -

o 3 e e

Organization *SPNEA

Date April, 1979




7. Original owner {if krT:_:wn] M.C.D. -

Original use recreation

subsequent uses (if any) and dates Same

B. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation X
Agricultural Education % Religion
Architectural Exploration)/ science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Soetal/
Communication Military o humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This tower, with its 180 degree panoramic view toward Boston, repeats
the architeetural materials and design af. the Great Blues Hill Cbser-
vation Tower. Together with the Observatory and the M.0.C. Blue

Hills Headguarters Building, it forms a special collection of structures
~in the Blue #ills Reservation. These buildings blend into the
Reservation and enhance the education and recreational values of the
Blue Hills.

10. Bibliography and;-’;r references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records.
early maps, eic.
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E QUAD  Norwood
NR gm [ JELIG. /7M0 DISTRICT /Fyes [/ ThNo

Hbés'ad-:mam Historical Commission ;
Office of the Secretary s
State House, Boston

OFFIC

1. SITE NAME(S] Green Hill Site MAS MO, OTHER ND.
2. TOWY/CITY  poneon CONTY  yorfolk ~
g |3. SIREET-§ NuBER (IF NOT AVAILABLE, GIVE DETAILED LESCRIFTION OF HOW TO REACH SITE)
S | 4. OWMER(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 20 Somerset Street, Boston, MA
E Metropolitan District Commission ] vt
= — — OMPublic  /TPrivate
= | 3. S5ITE LOCATED BY :
CRM Survey /XjAvocaticnal Collector / JField School [ JOther (Specify)
scribe Sampling Strategy used to Locate Site:
ﬁLF’EB'.ISE[S] (Check all licable boxes) .
eo 1y Woodland Contact [ /Single Component %i'l'-mti—i:mgmmt
rly Archaic dd'.le Woodland . Specify All Components
ddle Archaic Hmrlla:mi -
tc__ﬁm:hait: o e wites o [(Specify) |- - + . See periods.
.ﬁhﬁmmummmg- 7050° 95 8P~ | ase0 * 70 mp
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= METHODS| Comparative Materials L
’E 8. DESCRIEE SITE TYFE/RINCTION l:fmpsn-: used during extraction of l;r.thu:s from source
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-.-l (L LG ol LI = DT CETET] Sl DTaee N3 OTE KT
g" 9. [ESCRIBE SIZE AND I-IDRIIEHI'AL & VERTICAL BOUNDARIES 0. lIl'-IERﬁLIIED SITE PROFILE

Site size is approximately 447acres, ‘Beginning at  [ype of Soil(s) Cultizal Material
the point where the first diTt road nms MW into Fowl
Meadow, the boundary mums SW along the 50 foot con-
tour line whieh borders Fowl Meadow for 2000 feet,

The boundary then rises 50 feet and mums ME for 1000
feet along the 100 foot contour line. The bound then
travels another 1000 feet and cuts behind a slight

hill. At this point, the bowund t west, retums Indicate Depth of Levels
11. 50IL iLEDA Soll Series Contour Elevation % Slope of Growund
) inckley Gravelly Sandy Lo 50" ,gj‘u 5 /7515 515 -25 gj'nw-r 25
SAcidity 12. TOPOGRAPHY
1 T 14

% _ (Acid) (Base)
—~ | L3.HATER . N-ID EF'I-T.]] 5 AVAILABTLITY
E Neponset River - = - - 1200 feet 12 months

14‘_ VEGE- Secondary mixed, deciduous PAST Deciduous ~coni ferous woodland has

TATION| PRESENT coniferous wuadland been present since the Early Archaic

15, SITE INTEGRITY - ."~-i' IF DISTURBED, TESCRIBE DISTURBANCE :
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/ﬁ / JTested - BY WHAOM/AFFILIATICN TATE
— - ]
- o ——

g GEewveion LIV soriery, Do Jom Rosser, Boveon (N 1966-7%

S [Z0. PRESENT LOCATION OF MA (INCLUCE ADDRESSES) . | COLITET '
Bostcn College, Boston, MA - :

Z1. REFERENCES/REPORTS  ''The Green Hills ', Bulletim ol the ] -

Rosser, John et al., Site Papers,” — Massachusetts Archaeological Society |

Y e . -Vol. 41, no. 1 and 2 (1980)

2Z. FECOVERED DATA (identify in DETAIL, including features, pits, burials, faimal material, e
Eight categories of features have been identified at the Green Hill Site: charcoal
pits, postmolds, dark stains, hearts, stone piles, refuse pits, workshop. Unidentifiable
features. Projective points include Neville and Stark forms 'from the Middle Archaic

period as well as Voshurg and Small, Stemmed points of thé late Archaic period. Other
tools recovered include knives, drills, scrapers, ulus, gouges.

23. ARCHAEOLOGICAL OR HISTORICAL EIEIFIm_ - . o .

Sites from the Middle Archaic period are penerally not well mde;stn::rd in Hew_England,
anly the Green Hill Site and the Neville Site, New Hampshire having a professional
level of documentation. Much information needs to be gathered on Middle Archaic

sites in MNew England in order to understand settlement pattern and resource adaptation
during the period. Continued excavation of the Green Hill Site_mupleﬂ with -;b]:lgning
analysis of previously excavated materials may provide information on seasonality,
occupation, resource specialization and activity patterns. @ - o

SIGNIFICANCE
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United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE COMSERVATION AMD RECEEATION SERVICE
WASHINGTOMN, D.C. 20240

IN REFLY REFER Tt

The Director of the Heritage Conservation and Becreation Service

Chris Therral Delaporte

ig pleased to inform yvou that the historic property listed on the encloged
sheet hag been nominated by the State Historic Preservation Officer
responsible for your State's implementation of the National Historie
Preservation Act of 1966, P.L. 89-665 (B0 Stat., 915), a5 amended. It has
accordingly been entered in the Hational Register of Historic Places. A

leaflet explaining the Hational Register is enclosed for your information

and comvenience.

Enclosures



EWTRIES IH THE MATIONAL BEGISTER

orare MASSACHUSETTS

Date Entered SEP 25 20

Hame Location

Blue Hills and Weponset River Morfolk County

Reservations Multiple Resource Area
(Partial Inventory)

also Motified

Honorable Paul Tsongas
Honorable Edward M. Kennedy

' Honorable Margaret M. Heckler
' Honorable Brian J. Donnelly

far further information, please call the Mational Feglster at [(202)343=640L:
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