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       Forester Licensing Board 

Minutes – March 8, 2006 

Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D Office

 433 West St. Suite 8, Amherst, MA
Board Members in attendance:          S. Sylvester, J. Kelly, K. Ross, G. Boyce.

Others in attendance:


Legal Counsel: Nick Vontzalides


Guests:

The chair referred members to the minutes of the January 19, 2005 meeting and requested comments or corrections prior to their approval. A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as written. Motion carried with a unanimous vote.

Reviewed and approved new license application packages submitted by:


Frank Cover

James Egan
Reviewed and approved renewal application packages submitted by:

Chris Stone


David Celino


Arthur Talmadge


Kevin Garneau


Keith Ross

Revisions to the Regulations-Nick reported that the proposed revisions are moving through the approval process slowly. The Chair volunteered to contact the Commissioner to request that the process be expedited.

Board Member Term Expirations- The board discussed the expiration dates of its individual members. The secretary pointed out that according to his records there are two terms expiring in 2006. S. Sylvester’s 2nd term expires on 8/2/06, and J. Kelly’s 2nd term expires 7/1/06. Jim questioned if he had really served “two consecutive full terms” as specified in the regulations, because his first term was only two years rather than three. The board determined that because Jim was appointed effective July 1, 2001 “as a member for a two-year term” it would be considered a “full term”. Therefore his 2nd full term will expire 7/1/06.

The board recommends that nominations be made to the Director for a FLB member who is “a licensed forester employed in the private sector” (starting 8/3/06), and a FLB member who is a “landowner of classified forest land” (starting 7/1/06). These appointments will be for three-year terms as specified in the regulations.   
Chairman Sylvester raised his concern about the significant time and effort the Secretary puts into the position on the boards behalf. Not only preparing for and during meetings but the significant time needed for corresponding with new and existing license holders between meetings. There are also office supply / postage expenses which are currently being covered by Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D. The RC&D has recently hired an office manager who has been able to assist the secretary with some of the workload but there is currently no mechanism for her time to be compensated for with Forester Licensing or DCR funds. The board asked the Secretary to prepare an estimate of the time involved and expenses incurred on the board’s behalf so that we can work toward a more equitable situation.

The Secretary asked the FLB if the meeting notice and agenda could be sent via email rater than postal mail. All in attendance agreed that email would be acceptable.
Next Meeting-April 12, 2006 at 9AM. 433 West St. Suite 8 Amherst, MA.

This meeting will start with the appeal of Mr. Mike Leonard of the director’s decision in his complaint against Mr. James DiMaio.

Meeting Adjourned.
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