
The Forest Futures Visioning Process Technical Steering Committee disseminated 
its Draft Recommendations to the public seeking feedback. The comment period 
closed on February 22, 2010. One opportunity to comment was through written 
mail submissions sent to the Massachusetts Office of Dispute Resolution & Public 
Collaboration. Contact information has been redacted due to complaints about 
unsolicited contact by some individuals. This document compiles letter 
comments, in the order received, between February 6 and February 10, 2010. 



    

       

          
             
               

                
                

                 
                 
                   

             
               

                
           

               
                  

               
               
              

   

                
                

                 
                    
            

            
             

            
               

               
 

             
             

                 
            

               
           

            
             

            
             
                

            

               
          

              
               

                  
                 

               
                 



            
               

               
              

  

               
            

             
                

                  
            

             
             

           
                

             
              

         

                 
                

               
              
             

              
            

       

               
            

            
             

            
               

          
            
          

 

  

  



  

 

    

     

                 

                 

                 

                  

              

               

            
                 

                  

                

                 

              

             

             

            

                

               

                      

            
                

             

           

              

                  

                  

                  

               

             

              

            

               
                

   
   

     



 

           

      
                 

                 

                 

              

             

              

                

 

            

                

               

                

              

                

              

              

        

             

              

           

                

              

             

                

                

   

                    

                  

                

             

                

                

       

 



 

                  

                 

                 

             

   

                 

                 

                   

                 

               

               

    

                

                

                 

              

               

           

              

                 

                  

                

                   

       

                  

                 

                

                

                   

                 

              

                    

               

            

              

                 

                

             

                    

                  

                 



 

               

               

                

                

              

                 

                

                     

                    

                 

               

           

                 

                    

    



  
      

 

      

                 
                

              
    

             

         
        

            
      

            
           

            
        

              
           

     

    

 
    

   
 



         

 
 

 

             
                

              
    

               
              

          
           

               
                

                
                 
           

            
      

               
           

             
          
          

          
            

               
                 
              
     

             
               

          



               
         

            
             

               
               

         
 

              
            

           
         
                

      

                 
              

          
           

           

           
           

            
               

               
     

     
               

             
             

                
             

  

   
              
              

           
            

          
     



Recommendation 4: Three landscape zones for DCR lands
This seems to be a sensible proposal. It would hopefully streamline management
decision-making and planning. The key questions are of course, how much and where? I

would hope that answering these questions would involve town offrcials who have not

been part of the visioning process thus far (see paragraph #2 above). Also, I would hope

that long-term land use decisions would be made based on Massachusetts-specific species

needs, not on an arbitrary need to get a certain percentage of land in any specific

category. For instance, if a brushy abandoned pasture is in an area designated as a

reserve, biodiversity will be decreased by such a designation. I would like to see the

allocation of acreage ranges in the three zones by the TSC subject to further scrutiny by

wildlife biologists.

Recommendation 7: Management of Woodlands
I think there is a danger to locking in rigid management practices based on today's

changeable politically correct standards. Forestry is a young science (only 100 years old)

and research is being done on important issues. For instance, much research is needed on

whether removal of whole trees can be done in partial thinnings without depleting the

soil. I don't believe that anyone can definitively answer this question at the present time.

It would be foolhardy to prohibit whole tree harvesting forever on DCR lands when some

new research might give us important data on this question in the next few years. Perhaps

managing conservatively now without whole tree harvesting until more information is

available would be a reasonable approach. Likewise, some flexibility in patch size,

allowable cuVgrowth ratio and early successional habitat size would be appreciated by

future marurgers who would be then be in position to adapt to new science or to changing

biodiversity needs. Prohibiting harvested wood that meets all silvicultural standards from

being used as biomass makes little sense and sounds like something said to placate anti*

harvesting activists.

{)verly rigid management standards based on today's standards indicate that we don't

trust nranagers of the future to do what is best for the land and for society. I think that is

ihc.wrcng mcssage to send. If there is truly a problem with management of public
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defend forest managers $'hen the.v are uniairll- accused of poor firrcstql praciiccs or aiiolv
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