As part of the Middlesex Fells Resource Management Plan Process, the public has been
provided the opportunity to submit comments via mail to the Massachusetts Office of Public
Collaboration. Below are comments received from the public between March 24, 2011 and
March 31, 2011, in the order received. Email addresses and contact information has been
redacted to prevent unsalicited contact. We encourage the public to review these comments to
gain a better understanding of different information and points of view on the management of
the Fells.



Februany-March 2011

Middlesex Fella MMM Comments

gfa MA Office of Public Collaboration

University of Massachusetts Boston

100 Momissey Blvd., M-1-827

goston, MA 02125

To whom it may concam,

| support the changes to the Draft Management Principle and Goals for the Middlesex
Fells Heservalion Hesource Management Plan proposed by the Fells Dog Owner Group

"-_-1-IJ'\. = F=ralhl

Chapter 92, Section 33 of the General Laws of Massachusetis defines Reservation as
“open space for exencise and recreation”.

Flease respect the tradition and history of recreation at the Fells and make ieciealivn a
pricrity in the Management Principle and Goals.

Sincerely yours,

Ce: Falls Dag Charer GroLp
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February-March 2011

Middlesex Fells RMP Commenis

cia MA Office of Public Collabaration
University of Massachusetts Boston
100 Morriasey Blvd,, M-1-G27
Baoston, MA 02125

To whom i may concern,
| support the changes to the Draft Management Principle and Goals far the Middlesex
Felle Resarvation Resource Management Plan propogsed by the Falle Dog Owner Group

Lattarhac)

Chapter 92, Section 33 of the General Laws of Massachusefis defines Reservation as
“open space for exercise and recreation”,

Flease respect the fradition and history of recreation at the Fells and maks recrestion a
priarity in the Management Principle and Goals

Sincerely yours
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Ce: Falls Dog Owner Group



harsh 16, 2011

Middlesax Fells RMP Comments

oo A Office of Public Gollaboration
University of Massachusetlls Buston
100 Morrissey Blvd.. M-1-827
Boston, MA 02125

Re: Management Principle and Goals for the Middlesex Fells Resource Management
Plan

To Whom it May Concern:
In 1882, speaking of the Middlesex Fells, Elizur Wright declared:

“Tha foreets are of the air, and really belong te the whele people,
to all who breathe, as the air does. . . - Surely at least some of

the forests should be the commen property of somea power or
authority that is likely to live as long as trees do and be made the
mast of, for the benefit of great cities and populous towns.”

A recade [ater in its initial repart the Matropolitan Parks Commigsinn sugoestad that-

“The whole, in its natural wild state, could now be secured and set
aside as a public reservation, park and pleasure ground, secure
to all future generations. . _ "

Today the Middlesex Fells is part of the Lirhan Parks District, established to create and
preserve "open spacas for exarcise and recreation” pursuant to Massachusetts General
Laws (MGL) Chapter 92, Section 33.

The division of urban parks and recreation, herginafter refemred to as
the diviginn, may maintain and make availabla to the inhahitants of
Arlington, Belmant, Boston, Braintree, Brockline, Cambridga.
Canton, Chelsea, Dedham, Dover, Everett, Hinghamn, Hull, Lynn,
MMalden, Mediord, Melross, Miton, Nanant, Nesdham, Newlon,
Quincy, Revere, Saugus, Somerville, Stonehaimn, Swampsuull,
Wakefield, Waltham, Watertown. Wellesley, Weston, Westwood,
Weymouth, Winchester and Winthrop, which shall constitute the
urban par«s district, open spaces for exercise and recreation, in
this chapter called reservations and, for the purposes set forth in
this section, the powers of the division shall extend to, and be
exorciced in, said distriet.

Itis in keeping with the intentions of Wiight, of the Metropolitan Parks Commission and
of the MGL, that, in the recent Forest Futures Visloning Process (FFVIP), the Middlesex

Feiis Dog Owner Grovp - [ I I == 24 0211




Fells nas been classified as o "Pakland™, Parklands are "areas where the primary
ecosysiem service objectives are provision of publie reereational
opportunities....”

The Fells Dog Owner Group therefore respectfully proposes that the Middiesex Fells
Reservation Resource Management Plan Draft Management Principle and Geals
respect the these traditions and this history and prioritize the maintenance of tha
Middlesax Fells Reservation as an "open sparce for exercise and recreation”. Attached
are our proposed revisions the DCR's draft Management Principle and Goals (changes
indicated in underlined roman type).

Sincaraly yours,

o

- j‘TT _\_-\_\-\-\""'\-._
[ _,__.-—~:"_F'_ - -
I'-J1-r:f'|ele Biscoe

Co-founder
Falls Dog Owner Group

Fells Dog Owner Group - ---I -- Boston, MA 02114



Proposal lo prioritize recreation in the Management
Principle and Goals for the Middlesex Fells
Reservation Resource Management Plan

Note: Changes fo the language of the DCR's Draft Management Principle and Goals,
dated February 9, 2011, are indicated in underlined raman type

Management Principle:

Through the creative use of state management resources, parfnerships

and voluateer stewardship, support sustainable quality opportunities for
iverse tvpes of responsible recreation that depend upon and enhance the

cultural and ecological resources at the Middlesex Fells Reservation,

Management Goals

« Help us v at rec i lene 5
Provide the public with diverse and sustainable quality recreational
opportunities in a natural setting incliding hiking / walking, mountain
biking, running, skiing and others, all with or without dogs. Provide the
public with sustainable opportunities to experience and inferact with the
beauty and wonder of nature at the Fells. Manage these diverse
recreational uses (o provide quality user experiences, reduce conflicis
and encourage mutual respect. Develop education programs that
contribute o pusitive user experiences and promote resource protection,
keep regulations current with o ible usage.

»  Preserve the distinct historic and scenic qualities of the
reservation The Reservation s historic structures, archaeological
resources and scenic landscapes represent important connections 1o
both our past and future. Manage these resources to stabilize and
protect them from damage or degradation.

«  Protect the quality of water resources Wetlands and water

resources at the Middlesex Fells Reservation provide clean drinking
water, aguatic habitats and water-hased recreation. Manage the

Fells Dog Owner Group - -- -- Boston, MA 02114



reservation o ensure that water guality of wetlands, streams, vernal
pools, ponds and reservolrs is protected.

= Protect and enhance habitats for rare species, natural
communities, native plants and wildlife Manage the nangal vegeration
communities of the Fells, including vernal pools and ridge top
communiiies, o enhance the guality of these communities and protect
habitats for native plants and animals. Monitor and protect the habitats
for the state-listed rare plants and animals in the Fells.

«  Work with diverse partners and volunteers to achieve these
management goals Diverse partner organizations and individual
volunteers represent a wealth of experience, knowledge and energy With
DCR standards and aversight, continue to partner with organizations
and individuals to utilize these resources for the long-term stewardship
of the Middlesex Fells

Fells Dog Owner Group - ---I B Goston, MA 02114
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Anita D. MeClellan

Cambridge, MA (12138

March 25, 2011

Comments, Middlesex Fells RMP

c'o MA Office of Public Coliaboration

U MA-Boston, 100 Mormissey Blvd., M-1-627

Boston, MA 02125 MiddlesexFellsRMP@umb.edy; mp.comments@i state. ma_us

To Whom It May Concemn

[ support the changes to the Draft Management Principle and Goals for the Middlesex
Fells Rescrvation Ricsource Management Plan proposed by the Fells Dog Crwner Group. Claple
22, bection 33, of the Gereral Laws of the Commonwealih of Massachusells delines Seservarion
as “open space for exercise and recrestion ™

| am a Cambridge resident, a fraquent user with my voung children of the Fells, who se-
tively supports off-leash recreation for well-hehaved dogs in public spaces. To be well-behaved,
children and adolescents need not be obliged throughouwt their visit to hold an adult's hand. To be
well-behaved, a family dog need not be permanently leashed. All just need a temperament that is
friendly, patient, confident, gentle, and positively mindful of fellow users and appropriate escon

Like children and teenagers, be they under close supervision of adults or not, who behave
appropriately in public spaces--from parks to streets, restaurants, schools, museums, cinemas,
libranes--domestic ammals bring added pleasure and diversity to public-space adult users

I have been participating in the city of Cambrdge's mediated process 1o help Canilnidge
determine feasible regulations for Fresh PondRescrvation. bt chuilding urgfreshpond -- Oma
Ferguson, Senior Associate, Consensus Bullding Institute: I
_ On March 13, 2011, at Meeting 5 the users' group (open to the public
and designated uses represented by participants) worked together to develop recommendations
on key questions about user regulations to be determined with suggestions for formal enforce-
ment. Small groups shared outcomes with the group at large. The City intends that this eollahora.
tive work will lead to recommendations for new and improved policies, regulations, and/or edu-
cation for consideration by the Water Board, City Manager and City Council. There could be
very simple new guidelings, or recommendations for different tvpes of signage, or other solutions
yet to be imagined. The City is eagerly awaiting input from the many people who utilize and
pencii from Fresh Fond Reservation.

I you would hike to receive email updates on this Cambridge project, please contact
Meredith Sciarmo at msciarrio® chuilding org or 617-844-1137. The next meeting 15 Tuesday,
Mlay 10, 6.15===9.00 pun, gl the West CambridgeRussell Youth Center, 680 Huron Ave, Cam-
brdge. Middlesex Fells RME, please anend 1o watch this complementary park-user procaess un-

| Sincerely, R ‘> KI\,’T CQQ_QQ.M




February-March 2011

Middlesex Fells RMP Comments

cia MA Office of Public Collabaration
University of Massachusetts Boston
100 Morrigsay Bhvd., M-1-827
Boston, MA 02128

To whom it may concern,
| support the changes to the Draft Management Principle and Goals for the Middieseax
Falla Reservation Resource Management Plan proposed by the Fells Dog Owner Group

[attachad).

Chapter 92, Section 33 of the General Laws of Massachusetts defines Reservation as
"opan space for exercise and recreation”

Flease respect the tradition and history of recreation at the Fells and make recraation a
pricrty in the Management Principle and Goals.

Sincerely yours,

ik l,r.-.-

Ce: Fells Dog Owner Group



Fahruary-March 2011

Middlesex Fells HMP Comments

oo MA Ofllce of Fublic Collaboration
Universily of Massachusells Bosion
100 Marrissey Bhwd., M-1-827
Boston. MA 02125

To wham it may concern,
| suppart the changes to the Draft Management Principle and Goals for the Middlesex
Fells Heservation Resource Management Plan proposed by the Fells Dog Owner Group

[attached).

Chapter 22, Section 33 of the Genaral Laws of Massachuselis defines Reservation as
“opan space for axercies and recreation”.

Please respect the tradition and history of recreation at the Fells and make recreation a
prigrity in the Management Principle and Goals.

Sincerely yours,

' = |I: el - -
e i e M 5295

Lot Fells Dog Uwner Garoup



February-Marzh 2011

Middlesax Faelle EMP Commonts

o MA Office of Public Collaboration
University of Massachusetis Boston
100 Morrissey Blvd., M-1-627
Boston, MAC2126

Ia whnm it mAY cnncam
suppart the changes to the Uraft Managament Frinciple and Goals for the Middlesex
Fells Reservation Resource Management Plan proposed by the Fells Dog Owner Group

(Aaltarhed)

Chapter 92, Saction 33 of the General Laws of Massachusetts defines Reservation as
‘open space for exercise and recreation”,

HFleaze reapect the tradifion and history of recreation at the Mells and make recreation a
priority in the Management Principle and Goals,

Sincerely yours,

Cc: Fells Dog Cwneer Group
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February-March 2011

Middlesex Fells RMP Comments

oo MA Office of Public Collabaration
University of Massachuseits Boston
100 Morrissey Blvd., M-1-627
Boston, MA 02125

To whom it may concern,

| support the changes to the Draft Management Principle and Goals for the Middlesex
Fells Heservation Hesource Management Plan proposed by the Fells Dog Owner Group
(attached).

Chapter 92, Section 33 of the General Laws of Massachusells defines Reservation as
“open space for exercise and recreation”

Please respect the tradition and history of recreation at the Fells and make recreation a
prority in tha Management Principle and (Goals.

Sincerely yours
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