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CHAPTER 26 OF 2003 
 
AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2004 FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF 
THE DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, INSTITUTIONS AND CERTAIN ACTIVITIES OF 
THE COMMONWEALTH, FOR INTEREST, SINKING FUND AND SERIAL BOND REQUIREMENTS 
AND FOR CERTAIN PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS. 
 
Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which is immediately to make 
appropriations for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003, and to make certain changes in law, each of which is 
immediately necessary or appropriate to effectuate said appropriations or for other important public purposes, 
therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public 
convenience. 
 
SECTION 79. Said chapter 21, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out section 2F and inserting in 
place thereof the following section:  
 
Section 2F. The directors of the divisions of state parks and recreation and urban parks and recreation shall 
work in cooperation with the director of the division of fisheries and wildlife within the department of fish 
and game to establish coordinated management guidelines for sustainable forestry practices on public forest 
lands within the departments of conservation and recreation and on private forest lands.   Said guidelines for 
public forest lands shall include agreements on equipment, personnel transfers, operational costs, and 
assignment of specific management responsibilities.  
 
The commissioner of conservation and recreation shall submit management plans to the stewardship council 
for the council's adoption with respect to all reservations, parks, and forests under the management of the 
department, regardless of whether such reservations, parks, or forests lie within the urban parks district or 
outside the urban parks district.   Said management plans shall include guidelines for the operation and land 
stewardship of the aforementioned reservations, parks and forests, shall provide for the protection and 
stewardship of natural and cultural resources and shall ensure consistency between recreation, resource 
protection, and sustainable forest management.   The commissioner shall seek and consider public input in the 
development of management plans, and shall make draft plans available for a public review and comment 
period through notice in the Environmental Monitor.   Within thirty days of the adoption of such management 
plans, as amended from time to time, the commissioner shall file a copy of such plans as adopted by the 
council with the state secretary and the joint committee on natural resources and agriculture of the general 
court.  
 
 The commissioner of conservation and recreation shall be responsible for implementing said management 
plans, with due regard for the above requirement. 
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