
MassDEP 
Comparison of Mercury Collected by Municipal Waste Combustors -- Calendar Year 2007 
 

* Amounts reported by Municipal Waste Combustors to MassDEP through the annual reporting process for Material Separation Plan 4 

Company Initiatives 
 

Reported Results* 

Covanta Haverhill 
Serves 14 municipalities 
 
Estimates from CY07 
     Population:  305,760 
     Households:  110,458 
 

• Mercury collection – routes and events; 
including small businesses 

• Thermometer exchange 
• Municipal reimbursement 
• Thermostat collections via tradesmen 

including bounty 
• School cleanouts 
• Business  
• Health care facility mercury clean-outs 
 
 
 
 

• 176,844 linear ft of fluorescent 
light tubes 

• 2,135 CFL 
• 3911 other Hg lamps 
• 411 thermometers 
• 43 lab thermometers 
• 66 blood pressure cuffs 
• 1,220 thermostats 
• 12 electrical switches 
• 4.4 pounds, other devices 
• Elemental mercury – 20.3 lbs 

(36.0% of total) 
 

56.4 pounds of mercury collected 
 

Covanta of SEMASS 
Serves 63 municipalities 
 
Estimates from CY07: 
     Population:  1,026,272 
     Households:  444,143 
 
 

• Community and school outreach 
• Business outreach 
• Mercury handling and awareness training 
• Medical and dental outreach 
• Thermometer exchange 
• Community reimbursement 
• Commercial and residential thermostat 

program, including exchanges 
• School cleanouts 
• Universal waste sheds 
• Boatyard and marina collections 
• Municipal water meters 
• Business reimbursement 
 
 

• 343,881 linear ft of fluorescent 
light tubes  

• 2,133 CFLs 
• 644 UV Tanning lamps 
• 2606 other Hg lamps  
• 2,184 thermometers 
• 318 lab thermometers  
• 93 blood pressure cuffs 
• 3739 thermostats 
• 1,259 electrical switches 
• 1 large electrical switch 
• 43 float switches 
• 46 button cell battery 
• 18 pounds, other devices  
• Elemental mercury – 234.9 lbs 

(67.8% of total) 
 

346.2 pounds of mercury collected 
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Wheelabrator Millbury:   
 
36 municipalities served 
                    
Estimates from CY07: 
     Population: 712,233 
     Households:  254,641 
 
 

• Ads in local newspapers – 4 / municipality 
• Local mercury collections, recycling and 

reimbursement 
• Thermometer exchange 
• Thermostat recovery – through local 

regulation in 31 of 36 municipalities 
• Thermostat reimbursement program 
• Button cell battery collection and bounty 
• Bulk mercury collection 
• Fluorescent lamp collection and 

reimbursement in all 36 municipalities 
• Universal waste sheds (12 new) 
 
 

• 149,176 linear ft of fluorescent 
light tubes 

• 1,642 CFLs 
• 3,003 other lamps 
• 963 thermometers 
• 104 lab thermometers 
• 11 blood pressure cuffs 
• 1,487 thermostats 
• 300 electrical switches 
• 68.61 pounds button cell batteries  
• 2 barometers 
• Elemental mercury – 255.5 lbs 

(90.2% of total) 
 

 

283.2 pounds of mercury collected 

Wheelabrator  
North Andover:  
 
27 municipalities served 
 
Estimates from CY07: 
     Population:  665,701 
     Households: 230,756 
 
 

• Ads in local newspapers – 4 / municipality 
• Local mercury collections, recycling and 

reimbursement 
• Thermometer exchange 
• Thermostat recovery – through local 

regulation in 19 of 27 municipalities 
• Thermostat reimbursement via plumbing 

supply businesses including bounty 
• Button cell battery collection and bounty 
• Bulk mercury collection 
• Fluorescent lamp collection and 

reimbursement in 23 or 27 municipalities 
• Universal waste sheds (11 new) 
 

• 173,540 linear ft of fluorescent 
light tubes 

• 1,934 CFLs  
• 1,783 other lamps 
• 1,210 thermometers 
• 138 lab thermometers  
• 2 blood pressure cuffs 
• 1,097 thermostats 
• 144 small electrical switches 
• 44.31 lbs button-cell batteries 
• 1 barometer 
• Elemental mercury – 222.1 lbs 

(93.1% of total)                  
 
238.6  pounds of mercury collected 
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Wheelabrator Saugus   
 
12 municipalities served 
 
Estimates from CY07: 
     Population:   413,649 
     Households:  160,712 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Ads in local newspapers – 6 / municipality 
• Direct mailing of universal program flyer to 

residents, annually 
• Local mercury collections, recycling and 

reimbursement 
• Thermometer exchange 
• Thermostat recovery – pushed via local 

regulation in 8 municipalities 
• Thermostat recovery via plumbing supply 

businesses including bounty 
• School cleanouts 
• Button cell battery collection and bounty 
• Bulk mercury collection 
• Fluorescent lamp reimbursement 
• Universal waste sheds (7 new) 
 

• 47,971 linear ft of fluorescent light 
tubes  

• 345 CFLs 
• 282 other bulbs 
• 613 thermometers 
• 51 lab thermometers 
• 5 blood pressure cuffs 
• 638 thermostats 
• 49 electrical switches 
• 0 large switches 
• 12.15 lbs button cell batteries 
• Elemental mercury –  94.0 lbs 

(87.7% of total) 
                    
107.1  pounds of mercury collected 
                    

 


