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BOEM Website: State of Maine Research Lease Application
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State of Maine’s Research Lease Application

State of Maine Research Array
Maine submitted a research lease application (Oct. 2021) for a 

floating research array in Federal Waters

• ~25 nmi from the mainland; 15 Square Miles (~10,000 acres)

• ≤ 12 Floating Turbines (up to 144 MW)

• BOEM currently reviewing and processing application

BOEM Process: Unsolicited Lease Request
• Qualifications (Legal, Technical, Financial)

• Request for Competitive Interest (RFCI)

• Publication expected early summer (2022)

• 30-day comment period

• Competitive Interest → Competitive Leasing Process

• No Competitive Interest → Suitability Analysis, 

Environmental Assessment, Lease Negotiation

https://www.boem.gov/renewable-energy/state-activities/gulf-maine/state-maine-research-lease-application


Renewable Energy Process: From RFI/Call to Operation
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RFI Development Framework
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• BOEM has decided to start with 
a request for interest (RFI)

• Gauge commercial interest in 
offshore wind development

• Maximize the opportunity for the 
public to engage and provide 
input

• Development Framework 
provides transparency on 
BOEM’s process and thinking

Link to RFI Development Framework
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https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/documents/renewable-energy/state-activities/Gulf%20of%20Maine%20RFI%20Development%20Framework_05092022.pdf


Gulf of Maine Planning Area
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• Roughly bounded on the west, 
north, and east by BOEM’s 
jurisdiction for renewable 
energy activities on the outer 
continental shelf (OCS) 
• 3 nmi from shore to the 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

• Southern boundary BOEM 
defined by the unique features 
that create the Gulf of Maine.
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RFI Incompatible Areas
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• National Park System, National Wildlife 
Refuge System, National Marine 
Sanctuary System, or any National 
Monument (§585.204) 

• Existing Traffic Separation Schemes (TSS), 
fairways, or other internationally 
recognized navigation measures 

• Existing BOEM lease areas 
• Unsolicited lease request areas that are 

the subject of a separate request for 
competitive interest
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DRAFT RFI Area
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• Only incompatible areas removed 
to date

• BOEM recognizes that conflicted 
areas remain within this RFI
• RFI is largely an information 

gathering step.
• Winnowing process continues 

in future steps (e.g., Call 
Area, Wind Energy Areas)

• Significant removals 
expected
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RFI Requested Information
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Requested Information Categories 
(examples from RFI Development 
Framework, not an exhaustive list):
• Commercial/recreational fishing
• Protected species and habitat
• Tribal issues of concern and indigenous 

traditional knowledge
• Technical/economic factors such as 

distance from shore, electricity demand, 
existing grid interconnections, etc.

• Other uses of the OCS
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Data & Public Engagement
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Gulf of Maine Studies 
Fact Sheet

Assemble the best available science and data, including Traditional Knowledge

• Robust Public Engagement + Transparency on Process & Decision-Making

• BOEM Environmental Studies Program

• Northeast Ocean Data Portal / BOEM Marine Cadastre

• RFI Comment Period, Call for Information & Nominations, etc.

• Exploring additional spatial modeling approaches

https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/documents/renewable-energy/state-activities/GoME%20Environmental%20Studies%20Fact%20Sheet_May2022.pdf


Planned Engagement
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Gulf of Maine Commercial Leasing Milestones
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Milestone* Action Target Date**

Task Force Meeting Hold virtual meeting May 19, 2022
Publish Request for Interest Publish RFI

45-Day Comment Period Q3 2022

Publish Call for Information & 
Nominations

Publish Call
45-Day Comment Period 

Q1 2023

Area Identification Designate Wind Energy Areas (WEAs) Q3 2023
Lease Sale Proposed Sale Notice (PSN) Q4 2023

Final Sale Notice (FSN) Q2 2024
Hold auction Q3 2024

*   Task Forces are incredibly valuable tools in the leasing process and several meetings can be expected,
likely to be scheduled around significant process milestones. 

** Dates of planning/leasing milestones are all tentative.
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Internal Use

May 24, 2022

New England Wind
Massachusetts Fisheries Working Group

Erik Peckar- GM Vineyard Power
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Internal Use

New England Wind

New England Wind COP

New England Wind consists of two phases.
• Phase 1:  Located in the northern portion of the lease area, 

includes Park City Wind (804 MW). 
• Phase 2: Southwestern portion of the lease area and includes 

Commonwealth Wind (1,232 MW). 

Recent Public Comment period occurred Nov – Dec 2021

Federal Permitting
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Internal Use

New England Wind

• New England Wind 1 Connector

o Scope of the review: New England Wind’s Phase 1 Project 
(Park City Wind) offshore export cable located in state waters 
and onshore infrastructure in Massachusetts

• MA Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) 

o MEPA certificate Obtained Q1 2022

• Permitting progressing at the state, regional, and local levels

• Energy Facilities Siting Board review continuing

o EFSB petition filed May 28, 2020

o Docket #EFSB 20-01

Massachusetts State Permitting
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Internal Use

Park City Wind Environmental and Fisheries Research 

• UConn Marine Sciences: Fisheries research conducted as part of the Connecticut Initiative on 
Environmental Research of Offshore Wind

– Status: Contract Finalization  

• Mystic Aquarium: Protected marine species research 

– Status: Contract finalization

Environmental Activities

Acoustic Telemetry Study for High Migratory Species

• Partnership with the New England Aquarium, offshore wind developers, and recreational fishermen to 
document high migratory species presence across the MA and RI/MA Wind Energy Areas

• Status: Contract finalization 

Channeled Whelk Study

• Partnership with SMAST to support a baseline study focused on the age of maturity and fecundity of 
channeled whelks at three sample locations in Massachusetts waters 

• Status: Contract finalization 
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Ongoing Surveys

Fisheries Surveys

G&G

• Bottom Trawl – On Hold - Permitting

• Drop Camera- Completed - May

• Geophysical- State waters/ Buzzards Bay

– 2-3 vessels

– Expected April-June- Currently Delayed

• Geotechnical- 534 lease area

– 2 Survey Vessels- Regulus and Explorer

– Expected June- September- On Schedule mobilization June 1st

– 2 scout vessels (Mister Marco and Barbara Ann) – On schedule 
this week

• Geotechnical- nearshore MA State waters- Nearshore 
Barnstable

– 1 vessel – two weeks - On schedule this week 
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Thank you
caela.howard@avangrid.com  
617-999-3882 
Fisheries Liaison

john.harker@avangrid.com
Lead Fisheries-Outreach Coordinator

mailto:john.harker@avangrid.com
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WindServe Marine’s, WindServe
Odyssey, will be conducting ROV 
inspection surveys in the Beacon 
Wind lease with an estimated start 
date May 18, 2022 to estimated 
completion date of May 27, 2022
operating 24 hours.

ROV inspection specifically operating 
at the below coordinates and are 
represented by ROV 1, ROV 2 & ROV 3 

40° 55.286’N, 070°20.961’W 
(northeast end of lease)

40° 45.079’N, 070° 36.546’ W (middle 
southern part of lease)

40° 40.024’N, 070° 40.361’ W 
(southwest end of lease)



➢ MetOcean Science & Technology, RPS, 
will be conducting Beacon Wind 
MetOcean buoy operations with an 
estimated start date May 23, 2022 and 
estimated completion date June 6, 2022
in the

➢ This work includes maintenance and 
servicing meteorology equipment in the 
field and towing buoys to shore for 
maintenance and subsequent re-
deployment

➢ Offshore work and towing will be 
conducted by the Berto L. Miller, MMSI 
33845400



Lost Dina Polaris SBF details:

• Located in the Beacon Wind 
lease area

• Coordinates: 40° 40’ 01.412” N 
(40.667059) – 70° 40’ 21.624” 
W (-70.667190)

• The seabed frame is 2.1 x 2.1 x 
2.5 m in size

• Weight: 22 metric tons

• Salvage operations 
currently underway





Project Update

Presented to 

MA EEA Fisheries Working Group on Offshore Wind Energy

Presented by

Joel Southall, Fisheries Liaison Officer, Mayflower Wind

May 24, 2022
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Points of Interconnection

• Falmouth, MA

• Brayton Point, Somerset MA

Lease OCS-A 0521

• 127,388 acres

• Up to 149 positions with up to 147 wind 
turbine generators (WTG)/ and 5 offshore 
substation platform (OSP) positions within 
the lease area

• 1nm x 1nm spacing

Mayflower Wind Project Overview

Business Proprietary and Confidential
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Mayflower Wind Project Overview

Business Proprietary and Confidential



Project Progress
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mayflowerwind.com > Our Commitment > Mariners

4Business Proprietary and Confidential

Ongoing Geotechnical Sampling



Ørsted Offshore 
North America
Northeast Program Update

May, 2022

MA Fisheries Working Group
Meeting on Offshore Wind
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Orsted Northeast Program
50/50 JV with Eversource
South Fork Wind
• Lease Area OCS-A 0517 

• Deliver power to the East Hampton, NY

• NY Article VII approved March 2021
• COP Approval received January 18, 2022

• Onshore construction commenced

Revolution Wind

• Lease Area OCS-A 0486 
• Interconnect to the existing Davisville Substation, RI

• RI EFSB Hearings underway
• RI CRMC and RI DEM permit applications under review

• DEIS September 2022, FEIS June 2023

Sunrise Wind

• Lease Area OCS-A 0487
• Proposed interconnection at Holbrook Substation, NY

• NY Article VII Settlement meetings underway

• DEIS October 2022, FEIS July 2023
6 March 2023
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Ongoing and upcoming fisheries monitoring surveys
South Fork Wind
• Monthly beam trawl survey: ongoing

• Bi-monthly gillnet survey: ongoing

• Bi-monthly ventless lobster pot survey: ongoing

• Monthly fish pot survey: resumes June 2022

• Export Cable Trawl Survey: Two trips completed

• Export Cable Telemetry: 43 receivers were deployed in 
2021.  Receivers downloaded in April 2022.

Sunrise Wind
• Acoustic telemetry study along the export cable

• The study will begin in June/July 2022 and continue 
through 2027

Cross-Project
• Highly Migratory Species acoustic telemetry study: 

receivers deployed in Revolution Wind and South Fork 
Wind
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Geophysical: 3D UHRS Survey
• Vessel:  Deep Helder

• Purpose:  Subsurface boulder survey 

• Area:  Primarily REV and SFW with small scope in SRW

• Start date:  5/5/22

• Duration:  6-10 weeks, 24-hour operations

• Equipment:  3 sparkers and 4 receivers towed ~ 150 m behind 
the vessel with a ~ 20 m gear spread.  Survey equipment 
towed ~ 2 m below the surface

• FLO:  Yes
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Geotechnical: pMEC Survey
• Vessel:  Shelia Bordelon

• Purpose:  Inspections of small unidentified targets on the 
seafloor

• Area:  Revolution Wind lease area and export cable route and 
Sunrise Wind lease area

• Est start date:  6/1/22 ± 14 days

• Duration:  8-12 weeks, 24-hour operations

• Equipment:  ROV equipped with lights, cameras, a  
magnetometer and suction dredge

• FLO:  Yes
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Geophysical: boulder survey
• Vessel:  Berto L Miller

• Purpose:  Identify surface and subsurface boulders along the 
cable route

• Area:  SFW and SFWECR

• Start date:  5/5/22

• Duration:  4 weeks, 24-hour operations

• Equipment:

• Towed sea kite system fitted with pangeo sub bottom 
profiler 

• Magnetometer (towed with sea kite)

• MBES (Multibeam Echo Sounder) fitted to survey pole 
below vessel

• FLO:  Yes
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Scout Vessel
• Vessel:  Provider

• Purpose:  Locate fishing gear ahead of survey vessels; primarily 
the Deep Helder but can assist other survey vessels

• Area: Primarily REV and SFW with small scope in SRW

• Start date:  5/2/22

• Duration:  6-10 weeks, 24-hour operations

• Equipment: NA

• FLO:  NA
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Mariners Briefing Update



Questions?

Julia Prince
NY & CT
JULPR@orsted.com
(857) 348-3263

Chris Sarro 
MA & RI
CHSAR@orsted.com
(857) 276-1332

Rodney Avila
Corporate Fisheries Liaison
RODAV@orsted.com
(857) 332-4479

Greg DeCelles
Senior Environmental & Permitting Specialist
GREDE@orsted.com
(857) 408-4497



Thank You

Questions and Comments?

joel.southall@mayflowerwind.com
(617) 817-4682

Business Proprietary and Confidential 5



UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

LTJG Tom Davis
MNMPARS Project Manager  

First Coast Guard District (dpw)

Port Access Route Study: 
Approaches to Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts

May 24, 2022



PARS Background  

• Ports and Waterways Safety Act  
 The Coast Guard may designate fairways and traffic 

separation schemes (TSS) to provide safe access routes 
for vessels proceeding to and from U.S. ports. 

 Paramount right of navigation over all other uses in 
the designated areas 

 Must conduct a PARS prior to establishing 

 Other routing measures including recommended tracks, 
precautionary areas, and areas to be avoided may be 
recommended

 Study recommendations may be implemented through 
the rulemaking process  



Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts PARS (MNMPARS) 

• Federal Register Notice (87 FR 18800; March 31st, 2022)

• 45-day comment period – Expired May 16th, 2022 

• Study Area – Approx. 20,500 square nautical mile region 
including the Gulf of Maine, New Hampshire Seacoast, 
and Massachusetts Bay 
 Port approaches
 International and domestic transit routes

• Determine if modifications/additional  routing measures 
are needed to ensure navigational safety 

• Factors include: 
 Offshore Development 
 Increased Vessel Traffic & Changing Traffic Patterns 
 Weather Conditions 
 Navigational Difficulty 



PARS Process

• COMDTINST 16003.2B - Marine Planning Guidelines 
 Data Gathering 
 Existing and potential vessel traffic trends
 Fishing activity 
 Development projects 
 Environmental and economic impacts 

 Engagement 
 Coordinate with Federal, State, Tribal, and Local agencies
 Consider views of maritime community, environmental groups, 

and other stakeholders
 Primary Purpose is, to the extent practicable, to reconcile the 

need for safe access routes with other reasonable waterway 
uses



Future Actions

• Federal Register Notice (FRN) – Notice of Inquiry and 
Request for Comments
 Additional Comment Period 
 Public Meeting Schedule 

• Encourage Participation and Public Comment
 Impacts to navigation 
 Recommendations – provide detail 
 Additional information and data sources

• Regulations.gov 
 Search “USCG-2022-0047” 
 Select “Port Access Route Study” 
 Browse the docket and posted comments/documents
 Submit remarks in future comment period 

www.regulations.gov



UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

Project Manager
• LTJG Tom Davis, First CG District, Boston, MA

- Thomas.S.Davis@uscg.mil
- (617) 223-8632              

Project Supervisor 
• Mark Cutter, First CG District, Boston, MA

- Mark.E.Cutter@uscg.mil
- (617) 223-8442

Questions
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